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THE NATION

Case counts may be 
losing importance 
The explosive increase in U.S. 
coronavirus case counts is 
raising alarm, but some 
experts believe the focus 
should instead be on COVID-19 
hospital admissions. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Hospitalizations  
for COVID double
The number of Texans 
hospitalized each day with 
COVID-19 continued to rise over 
the New Year’s holiday as the 
omicron variant continues to 
drive new cases. Page 5A
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Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
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Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
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BAYLOR KEEPS 
BALL ROLLING

The top-ranked Bears stretched their national-best  
winning streak to 20 games with a win over Oklahoma.

SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Today’s weather

Partly sunny.
High of 65.
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BY REBEKAH ALLEN
The Texas Tribune

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz predicted Re-
publicans will impeach President 
Joe Biden as political payback if  
they win back the U.S. House this 
year in the midterm elections.

“Yeah, I do think there’s a chance 
of  that, whether it’s justified or not,” 
he said on the latest episode of  his 
podcast “Verdict with Ted Cruz.”

“  Democrats weaponized impeach-
ment,” he said, referring to House 
Democrats twice voting to impeach 
former President Donald Trump. 
“They used it for partisan purpos-
es to go after Trump because they 
disagreed with him. And one of  the 
real disadvantages of  doing that … 
is the more you weaponize it and 
turn it into a partisan cudgel, you 
know, what’s good for the goose is 
good for the gander.”

Trump is the only president to 
have been impeached twice, but 
the Senate lacked the votes need-
ed to convict him in both cases. In 
2019, the House impeached Trump 
over his phone call with the leader 
of  Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelensky. 
A record of  the call released by the 
White House detailed how Trump 
implored Zelensky to investigate 
Biden, who beat Trump in 2020, and 
his son, Hunter Biden.

Last year, the House impeached 
Trump during his final days in of-
fice, charging him with incitement 
of  insurrection for the Jan. 6, 2021, 
attack on the U.S. Capitol.

On Tuesday, Cruz said that im-
peachment shouldn’t be used as a 
political tool.

“That’s not how impeachment is 
meant to work,” he said.

But the junior Texas senator also 
said there were “multiple grounds 
to consider for impeachment” 
against Biden.

“Probably the most compelling 
is the utter lawlessness of  Presi-
dent Biden’s refusal to enforce the 

Pct. 4 commissioner faces 3 challengers 

Cruz says 
GOP may 
impeach 
Biden

BY RAQUEL TORRES
rtorres@tylerpaper.com

As a nationwide shortage 
of  antibodies used to treat 
COVID-19 affects the nation, 
facilities in East Texas are 
awaiting arrival of  the treat-
ments.

The U.S. Department of  
Health and Human Services 
recently reported shipments 
of  sotrovimab, the monoclo-

nal antibody treatment ef-
fective against the omicron 
variant of  COVID-19, are set 
to resume this week. The 
shipments will see the de-
livery of  55,000 doses, and 
an additional 300,000 doses 
of  sotrovimab is expected to 
be available for distribution 
later in the month.

This past week, the HHS 
and the Assistant Secretary 
for Preparedness and Re-

sponse (ASPR) announced 
the pause of  further allo-
cations of  select monoclo-
nal antibody treatments in 
areas of  the country where 
the omicron variant has an 
80% prevalence. Officials 
stated sotrovimab was the 
only treatment to be admin-
istered, but the decision was 
retracted just before the 
New Year’s weekend. On 
Friday, the group said other 

treatments could be admin-
istered but that they are not 
effective against omicron.

Dr. Tom Cummins, Divi-
sion Chief  Medical Officer 
for UT Health East Texas, 
said the pause was due to 
the therapies not being ef-
fective against the omicron 
variant. He added though, 
that he believes East Texas 
has already reached that 
80% of  omicron prevalence.

Cummins explained there 
may have been backlash 
because of  Health and Hu-
man Services’ pause of  the 
distribution in areas where 
the delta variant, still classi-
fied as a variant of  concern, 
is still prevalent, Cummins 
said. The alternate thera-
pies remain effective against 
delta, but not omicron.

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

B
ittersweet. Overwhelm-
ing. Relief. These are 
some of  the words 
used by Lita Walker 

and Frances Rodriguez when 
describing how they felt when 
they learned this past week that 
their missing mother’s vehicle 
had been found near Kilgore.

Rosemary Rodriguez was 
reported missing Oct. 8, 2019, 
a day after she was last seen 
leaving her boyfriend’s home 
on Mount Pisgah Road in the 
Kilgore area. She was 54.

On Thursday, her bright 
green 2014 Chevrolet Sonic 
was found in a wooded area 
off  Mount Pisgah Road. The 
car, which had human remains 
inside, was not far from where 
she was last seen, Frances Ro-
driguez said.

Finding Rosemary
The two women were con-

tacted shortly after law enforce-
ment found the vehicle.

“We were both at work, and 
we started getting blown up on 
Facebook Messenger,” Walker 
said.

Later in the day, the sheriff’s 

department confirmed to family 
that the vehicle was found. On 
Friday, they met with a lieu-
tenant who told them about the 
human remains.

Antibody treatments sparse as facilities await shipments

GREGG COUNTY

Sisters hope for proper goodbye after missing mother’s car found near Kilgore

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Sisters Frances Rodriguez, left, and Lita Walker talk Monday about their mother Rosemary Rodriguez’s missing 
person’s case and the recent discovery of her vehicle near Kilgore. 
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A photo of Rosemary Rodriguez stands on a table at her Longview home 
Monday.

‘CLOSURE AND HEALING’

Senator predicts payback if 
Republicans take U.S. House

See CRUZ, Page 3A
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See SISTERS, Page 7A

BY YOLEYNE ROMERO
yromero@news-journal.com

Four men are vying for 
the Gregg County Pct. 4 
seat — including incum-
bent Shannon Brown — in 
the March Democratic pri-
mary.

Brown, who is facing a 
list of  criminal charges re-
lated to suspected election 
fraud in the March 2018 
primary in the county, is 
being challenged by Danny 
E. Craig Sr., Gary “G” Floyd 

and Daryl Williams. Two of  
his challengers previously 
served as Pct. 4 commission-
er.

The precinct runs from 
central Longview south to 
Easton and takes in some of  
Kilgore.

The primary is set for 
March 1 with early voting 
scheduled to begin on Feb. 
14. No Republican has filed 
to run for the Pct. 4 com-
missioner’s seat.

Here’s more about the 
candidates:

Shannon Brown
Brown is in his first term 

as Pct. 4 commissioner, 
and he said as he runs for 
a second term, he wants to 
assure the precinct gets its 
fair share of  tax revenues to 

continue with roadwork in 
its boundaries.

Talking about his reelec-
tion campaign and hopes for 
a second term, Brown also 
said he hopes to work more 
closely with the East Texas 
Regional Airport and that 
he would like to see more 
than two flights per day de-
part from the airport.

“I would like to work with 
them and see what we can 
do to make it more feasible 
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