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EAST TEXAS/STATE

Henderson grad wins 
$10K scholarship
Thanks to his ingenuity with 
duct tape, Henderson graduate 
Cameron Castles won a $10,000 
scholarship with his prom 
tuxedo. Page 5A

TAKE TWO

Acosta defends his 
handling of case
In a nearly hourlong news 
conference Wednesday, 
Labor Secretary Alex Acosta 
defended his handling of a 
sex-trafficking case involving 
now-jailed financier Jeffrey 
Epstein. Page 2A

Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 97.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 9A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Wednesday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
2-8-14-31-39-45
Cash Five
1-2-10-25-27
Powerball
7-9-26-44-68
Powerball: 3
Power Play: 3

Pick 3 morning
6-4-4
Pick 3 day
5-7-3
Pick 3 evening
1-1-0
Pick 3 night
5-6-4

New ‘twist’ on art
Two new exhibits are on display at the Longview Museum of Fine Arts.

Read about it in @play, Page 7B

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

CITY: PROPERTY OWNER’S FENCE IMPEDES VIEW OF TRAFFIC / 5A

SPORTS

Pine Tree’s Freeman 
hones skills at ETPA 
Pine Tree quarterback 
D.J. Freeman participated 
Wednesday in the 13th annual 
East Texas Passing Academy at 
Jeff Traylor Stadium in Gilmer. 
Page 1B BY KEN HEDLER

khedler@news-journal.com

The results of  an annual survey 
conducted in January show that the 
homeless population in Longview 
has been stable since 2017, while 
it has risen, then declined in a 
six-county region that includes the 
city over the past five years.

The Point-in-Time survey 
showed the homeless population 
at 230 in Longview in January, the 
same as 2017 and up from 226 in 
2018.

Broken down, it shows the num-
ber of  homeless children declined 
from 27 in 2017 and 14 in 2018 to six 
in 2019, while the number of  home-
less veterans dropped from 20 in 
2017 and 14 in 2018 to 12 this year.

The Longview-specific numbers 
go back to only 2017, according to 
Kyra Henderson, data coordinator 
at the Texas Homeless Network, 
which coordinated the survey.

A broader survey that covers 
Longview and all of  Gregg, Upshur, 
Harrison, Panola, Rusk and Marion 
counties shows a homeless popula-
tion at 293 in 2015, 397 in 2016, 480 in 
2017, 262 in 2018 and 242 this year.

The 2019 results show 168 people 
identifying themselves as white, 
and 34 people designated as “chron-
ically” homeless.

The Texas Homeless Network 
defines chronically homeless as 
someone with a disability and has 
been homeless for a year or longer 
or someone with a disability and 
has had at least three homeless epi-
sodes over the past three years.

The Texas Homeless Network in 
Austin shares the data to the U.S. 
Department of  Housing and Urban 
Development, Henderson said.

“It can be used to increase com-
munity awareness, advocate with 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Rhonda Daniel has 
known her calling is 
music education since 
the eighth grade.

Now, as the new 
Longview High School 
band director and the 
first woman at the post, 
she is preparing to lead 
a band she called the 
“gold standard.”

“I’m really excited 
for the opportunity 

to come work at the 
school,” she said. “I 
believe the Lobo band 
is the gold standard for 
military bands in East 
Texas, and I’m thrilled 
to be a part of  it.”

Though she is from 
Center and did not at-
tend Longview High 
School, Daniel said the 
teaching the Lobo band 
did in the ‘60s and ‘70s 
influenced her through 
her high school and 
college band directors, 

who were Longview 
High School graduates.

Daniel, who has been 
teaching for 18 years, 
previously worked 
as the assistant high 
school band director at 
Groesbeck, head mid-
dle school band direc-
tor at Center and Hen-
derson and head band 
director at Tenaha, 
Timpson and Glade-
water, she said. She 

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

L
etters from 
Longview de-
ploring over-

crowded conditions 
in migrant detention 
centers sent last week 
to U.S. Rep. Louie 
Gohmert, R-Tyler, 
drew ire for House 
Democrats on Wednes-
day from the North-
east Texas congress-
man.

“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y, 
Democrats in Con-
gress are refusing to 
address this escalat-
ing and worrisome 
overcrowding is-
sue,” Gohmert wrote 
in an email to the 
News-Journal. “Their 
refusal to address the 
border crisis is ulti-
mately encouraging 
more and more illegal 
immigrants to make 
the dangerous trip 
to our border while 

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

NEW ORLEANS — Gregg County 
officials prepared Wednesday as a 
storm swamped New Orleans streets 
and paralyzed traffic amid concerns 
that even worse weather was on the 
way: a possible hurricane that could 
strike the Gulf  Coast and raise the 
Mississippi River to the brim of  the 
city’s protective levees.

The wide-ranging system was 
the topic of  a webinar that Gregg 
County Community Emergency 

Response Team joined Tuesday, 
Emergency Services Director A.J. 
Harris said. He said the county will 
be ready if  evacuees turn up here 
again like they did during hurri-
canes Ike and Katrina.

“There isn’t any potential threat 
yet, but if  the case does arise, we’ll 
be ready,” he said. “The storm looks 
like it’s turning more north through 
Louisiana and the western part of  
Louisiana through Mississippi.”

Harris urged residents to be ready 
in case the storm hits this area sig-
nificantly enough to kill power.

“Being pre-prepared is the best 

Flooding swamps New Orleans; possible hurricane on way
Gregg County preparing 
in case evacuees arrive 

Terrian Jones 
reacts Wednes-
day as she feels 
something moving 
in the water at her 
feet as she carries 
Drew and Chance 
Furlough to their 
mother on Belfast 
Street in New 
Orleans. 
Matthew Hinton 
AP Photo

Gohmert: Democrats refusing to address overcrowding issue

Border crisis concerns

New LHS band director ready to lead ‘gold standard’ 

New Longview High 
School Band Director 
Rhonda Daniel, second 
from right, visits with 
parents after a Lobo 
Band Booster meeting 
Tuesday. Daniel is 
the first woman band 
director at the high 
school.
Les Hassell 
News-Journal PhotoSee BAND, Page 3A

BY NOMAAN MERCHANT
Associated Press

C
ARRIZO SPRINGS — A for-
mer oilfield worker camp off  
a dirt road in rural Texas 

has become the U.S. government’s 
newest holding center for detaining 
migrant children after they leave 
Border Patrol stations, where com-
plaints of  overcrowding and filthy 
conditions have sparked a world-
wide outcry.

Inside the wire fence that encir-
cles the site are soccer fields, a gi-
ant air-conditioned tent that serves 

as a dining hall, and trailers set up 
for use as classrooms and as places 
where children can call their fami-
lies.

The long trailers once used to 
house workers in two-bedroom 
suites have been converted into 
12-person dorms, with two pairs of  
bunk beds in each bedroom and the 
living room.

The Department of  Health and 
Human Services said about 225 
children are being held at the site 
in Carrizo Springs, with plans to 

New holding center opens

Eric Gay/AP Photos

Staff members escort immigrants to class Tuesday at the U.S. government’s newest holding center for migrant 
children in Carrizo Springs. After breakfast, children play soccer and then have classes in trailers.

Decorations cover 
the walls of the 
rooms of immi-
grants Tuesday at 
the U.S. govern-
ment’s newest 
holding center for 
migrant children in 
Carrizo Springs. 

Survey: 
homeless 
count is 
stable
Longview at 230 while 
six-county region falls 
to 242 during 2019
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