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PRESEASON 
DREAM TEAM

Lindale’s Jordan Jenkins and Pleasant Grove’s Landon  
Jackson lead the East Texas Preseason Dream Team as MVPs.
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
4-1-0
Pick 3 day
6-4-5
Pick 3 evening
8-0-2
Pick 3 night
3-2-3

Lotto Texas
4-10-24-27-36-48
Cash Five
15-19-32-33-34
Powerball
6-25-36-43-48
Powerball: 24
Power Play: 3

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Prayer rally shows 
support for youth
A crowd of about 100 people 
gathered Saturday outside the 
Gregg County Courthouse to 
listen to a music performance, 
prayers from area pastors and 
speeches. Page 1B

SPORTS

MLB commissioner 
confident in season 
Baseball Commissioner Rob 
Manfred says he’s confident 
his sport can get through the 
regular season and postseason 
without being stopped by the
coronavirus. Page 1C

Today’s weather

Sunny.
High of 93.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

Editor’s note: Reporter Kristen Barton 
writes about her experience after she was 
diagnosed with COVID-19.

O
n July 10, I clocked out of  
work ready to have the next 
week off. I planned to go see 

my cousins and their new baby 
the next day with my mom and 
grandma.

After returning from my trip 
July 13, I had a sore throat I at-
tributed to allergies. When I woke 
up two days later, I was exhausted. 
I couldn’t even make coffee before I 
had to lay back down.

Within two hours, 
my temperature hit 
101, and I had a heart 
rate of  160. I drove 
myself  to Hospi-
tality Health ER in 
Longview and waited 
in my car.

Nurses came to 
my car to check my 
vitals and then took 
me to a tent for an 
EKG since my heart 
rate was so high. 
They swabbed me for COVID-19 
— which came back positive — 

gave me vitamins, 
medications, fluids 
and an antibiotic in 
an IV as I sat in my 
car (something so 
unique to the times 
we are living in.)

I was eventually 
taken to a different 
tent to get a CT scan 
on my lungs, then 
moved inside to wait 
for a room to become 
available.

I can’t say enough how thankful 
I am for the nurses and patient 

advocates I had at Hospitality 
Health ER. While I was freaking 
out, they explained everything they 
were doing to treat me and com-
forted me when I couldn’t have any 
friends or family at my side. They 
brought me food and a change of  
clothes and were available to me 
in a time when I was truly scared 
and did not know what was going 
to happen.

I kept thinking, “If  this virus 
can make my temperature and 
heart rate spike as high as it did 

I know firsthand the importance of COVID-19 safety

KRISTEN 
BARTON

BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

As local hospitals continue 
to care for a surge in patients 
from the second wave of  
COVID-19, officials at Chris-
tus Good Shepherd Medical 
Center in Longview can see 
another wave on the horizon.

When fall and winter ar-
rive, people 
will be in-
doors more 
because of  
the weather. 
Schools will 
be back in 
session.

It’s likely 
there will be 
i n c r e a s e d 
spread of  
the corona-
virus, said 
Dr. Mark 
A n d e r s o n , 
chief  med-
ical officer 
for Christus 
Good Shep-
herd Health System.

“When that happens, we’re 
likely to see another surge,” 
he said. “The question is, 
how much. That’s the unpre-
dictable part. … I think we 
all know that we can expect 
to have this for many more 
months into the future.”

On June 30, Gregg Coun-
ty Health officials reported 
there were a cumulative 381 
COVID-19 cases in the county 
since the disease showed up 
here in March. That number 
grew exactly 1,000 cases in 
the month of  July to a cumu-
lative 1,381 people positive for 
COVID-19 — an increase of  
262% — with 276 recoveries 
reported, as of  Friday.

Anderson said it’s possible 

Surge
tapers,
but fall
nears

Dr. Mark 

Anderson

COVID-19 IN EAST TEXAS

Gregg County added 
1,000 virus cases in July

Inside
■ Gregg County 
reports rare 
single-digit rise 
in COVID-19 cases,  
Page 1B

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

W
HITE OAK 
— Caro-
lyn Harper 
picked up a 

large framed photo off  
the mantle at her daugh-
ter’s house. In the photo 
was her son, Gordon Lee 
Harper, as a high school 
senior almost 20 years 
ago.

“This is my favorite 
picture of  him,” Caro-
lyn, 56, said with a crack 
in her voice.

On July 22, Gordon, 
37, died of  complications 
from COVID-19. His fam-
ily is trying to cope with 
the loss of  their son, 
brother and uncle.

“I haven’t been doing 
too good,” Carolyn said, 
sniffling back tears. 
“One minute I’m OK, 
the next minute I’m not 
... I still think he’s gonna 
walk through the door 
and tell me, ‘Mom, I’m 

OK. Don’t cry.’ I know 
it’s not gonna happen, 
but I feel like this is a 
bad dream.”

“Somebody can give 
condolences, but you 
can only hear it so many 
times before you become 

numb to people say-
ing ‘I’m sorry’ and ‘I’m 
praying for you,’ ” said 
Gordon’s sister, Rena 
Cunningham, 32.

He is the youngest per-
son to die from COVID-19 
in Gregg County.

Gordy
Gordon was born in 

Corpus Christi to Jeff  
and Carolyn Harper and 
raised by Carolyn and 
Terry Gage, whom he 
called his dad.

“That was his daddy,” 
Carolyn said. “Terry 
raised him from the age 
of  2 years old until the 
day he died.”

Gordon played sports, 
including football, and 
graduated from Big 
Sandy High School in 
2001.

He worked many 
types of  jobs over the 
years but most recently 
worked at Jaguars club 
in Longview as a DJ.

“The girls out there 
really had a lot of  re-
spect for him,” Carolyn 
said. “The dancers, he 
protected them and he 
watched out for them.”

In his spare time, 
Gordon enjoyed movies, 

Family remembers youngest person in Gregg County to die from COVID-19

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photos

Carolyn Harper, right, and her daughter Rena Cunningham talk Friday about Harper’s son, Gordon Lee Harper, who died in 
late July after contracting COVID-19.

Carolyn Harper says she falls asleep at night looking 
through photos on her phone of her son, Gordon Lee Harper, 
who died in late July after contracting COVID-19. 

‘LIKE A BAD DREAM’

See EXPERIENCE, Page 4A

See FAMILY, Page 4A See HOSPITALS, Page 4A


