
TAKE TWO

Trump opens 3-day 
visit to Britain
It was a whirlwind of pomp, 
circumstance and protest for 
President Donald Trump, who 
had lunch with Queen Elizabeth 
and tea with Prince Charles 
before a grand state dinner at 
Buckingham Palace. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Flooding along coast 
strands sea turtles
High tides and flooding asso-
ciated with May storms that 
buffeted parts of Texas caused 
the stranding of about 100 
young sea turtles along part of 
the Gulf Coast. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 92.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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BODY ID’D 
AS MISSING 
TEXAS GIRL

EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A

KILGORE READY 
FOR STATE
Bulldogs set to meet Sweeny on Wednesday in their 
first state baseball tournament since 1972.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
7-4-7
Pick 3 day
3-1-4
Pick 3 evening
1-0-8
Pick 3 night
6-2-6

Cash Five
2-3-22-26-28
Texas Two-Step
8-9-12-35
Bonus: 27

BY NOOMAN MERCHANT
Associated Press

H
OUSTON — The U.S. 
government said Mon-
day that it won’t build 
President Donald 

Trump’s border wall on the site 
of  a historic cemetery that might 
have required the exhumation of  
graves.

In a statement, U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection said it 
would “avoid” the Eli Jackson 
Cemetery in South Texas’ Rio 
Grande Valley while “still meet-
ing Border Patrol’s operational 
requirements for border wall.”

“It has never been CBP’s intent 
to disturb or relocate cemeter-
ies that may lie within planned 
barrier alignment,” the agency 
said. “Understanding the histor-

ical and cultural resources that 
may lie within planned barrier 
alignment has always been part 
of  CBP’s public and stakeholder 
outreach process.”

CBP issued the statement in re-
sponse to an Associated Press story 

about the cemetery, one of two 19th 
century burial sites established 
by the sons of Nathaniel Jackson, 
who settled along the Rio Grande 
in 1857, nine years after the river 

Historic Texas cemetery 
spared from border wall
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Family members walk around the Eli Jackson Cemetery this past month in San Juan. U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
says it will “avoid” the Eli Jackson Cemetery while “still meeting Border Patrol’s operational requirements for border wall.”

Oliverio Yarrito, 
80, rests his 
hand against 
the gravestone 
of his father, 
Daniel Yarrito, 
as he speaks to 
family members 
this past month 
at the Eli Jack-
son Cemetery 
in San Juan.

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

Niki Groce, who grew up in 
Longview and has more than 20 
years of  experience in the non-
profit world, is the new execu-
tive director of  the Longview 
Symphony.

Groce, who served on the 
symphony board about 15 
years ago after moving back 
to Longview, replaces Erin 
Tooley, who left because her 
husband accepted a job as a 
pastor in another state. Tooley 
became executive director in 
October 2017.

“She is going to be fantastic,” 
said Suzanne Cook, vice pres-
ident of  development of  the 
symphony board. “She has just 
a lot of  local connections.”

Cook said Groce has a “lot of  
good, local relationships that 
will help the symphony spread 
its mission.” She said the sym-

phony board hated to lose Tool-
ey, who did a “fabulous” job.

Groce said she applied for 
the job because she was ready 
to return to the workforce and 
said she brings fundraising, 
marketing and organizational 
skills “to their already amazing 
organization.”

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

WASHINGTON — The fed-
eral government for years has 
kept under wraps the names 
of  hundreds of  nursing 
homes around the country 
found by inspectors to have 
serious ongoing health, safety 
or sanitary problems. Those 
include at least four facilities 
in Northeast Texas.

Nearly 400 facilities nation-
wide had a “persistent record 
of  poor care” as of  April, but 
they were not included along 
with a shorter list of  homes 
that get increased federal 
scrutiny and do have warning 
labels, according to a Senate 
report released Monday.

Among the facilities on 
the list are Briarcliff  Skilled 
Nursing in Carthage; Garden-
dale Rehabilitation and Nurs-
ing Center in Jacksonville; 
Inspire New Boston in New 
Boston; and Heritage Health-
care Residence in Quitman.

Budget cuts appear to be 
contributing to the problem 
by reducing money available 
for the focused inspections 
that are required for nursing 
homes on the shorter list, ac-
cording to documents and in-
terviews.

The secrecy undermines 
the federal commitment to 

Care
facility
list was
hidden
Names of troubled 
nursing homes revealed; 
at least 4 in this area

Longview Symphony names new leader

Niki Groce
Symphony director

Groce is former member of nonprofit board, takes over as executive director

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Sabine and Hallsville high schools are adding 
more hardware to their University Interscho-
lastic League collections.

Sabine High School placed third in Class 
3A with 95 points, and Hallsville High School 
placed fourth in Class 5A with 86 points after 
final academic sweepstakes points were totaled 
when speech and debate contests ended May 30.

Lee Branson, Hallsville High School UIL co-
ordinator, said he is excited about the results 
his student squad produced.

“We have a very young team, and we are still 
rebuilding,” he said. “I think next year will be 
even better.”

Hallsville had two students win first place in 
a total of  three events. Senior Garrett Bell is 
the state champion in accounting with a perfect 

Sabine, Hallsville 
place third, fourth 
in state academicsBY KRISTEN BARTON

kbarton@news-journal.com

Trinity School of  Texas 
Athletic Director Jeremy Mill-
er said he believes many peo-
ple still do not know about the 
school, despite its 61 years in 
Longview.

He’s hoping that will change 
after the recent announce-
ment of  a new award.

Trinity placed third in the 
Texas Association of  Private 
and Parochial Schools’ Hen-
derson Championship Cup 
standings for 1A schools.

“I think third out of  58 
schools is pretty good,” Miller 
said. “Even though we didn’t 
get the one, we weren’t too far 
behind from the one. We’re 
still proud to be in the third 
spot. We’ll take that.”

According to its website, 
TAPPS awards the Henderson 
Cup, which is an overall state 
championship trophy, for each 
of  its six size classifications 

to a school that accumulates 
the most points in all com-
petitions. The competitions 

State honor for Trinity in Longview
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Trinity School of Texas Athletic Director Jeremy Miller adds six new 
Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools awards Monday to 
the school’s crowded trophy case. 

Private school gets 3rd 
in overall achievement
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