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GUIDING THE 
LOBOS’ WAY

Longview tight end Jhailon Braden shows              
versatility on the football field.

SPORTS, PAGE 1C
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EAST TEXAS/STATE

Trump tours, praises 
Apple’s Austin plant
President Donald Trump got 
away from the impeachment 
inquiry in Washington and cel-
ebrated tech behemoth Apple 
keeping its Mac Pro computer 
manufacturing plant in the 
Texas state capital. Page 1B

TAKE TWO

Dems squabble over 
Medicare at debate
The top Democratic presiden-
tial candidates spent large 
chunks of prime-time televi-
sion clashing over “Medicare 
for All” — again. Page 2A

Today’s weather

Thunderstorms.
High of 77.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5A

It is the policy of the News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Wednesday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
1-15-21-31-36-46
Cash Five
2-20-25-28-35
Powerball
7-15-39-40-57
Powerball: 12
Power Play: 2

Pick 3 morning
2-9-7
Pick 3 day
7-4-4
Pick 3 evening
3-4-3
Pick 3 night
6-4-5

Here comes Christmas!
Longview’s Community Christmas Tree Lighting event set Sunday. 

Other holiday events across East Texas announced.

Read about it in @play, Page 1D

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY DANNY MOGLE
dmogle@tylerpaper.com

TYLER — After less than 
six months on the job, the 
CEO of  Meals on Wheels 
East Texas has stepped 
down.

John Moore said he re-
signed Wednesday morning.

“When you realize that 
what you thought was going 

to happen 
is not go-
ing to hap-
pen, then 
it is time to 
move on,” 
Moore said.

He did 
not elab-
orate on 
the specific 
factors that led to his resig-

nation.
When the Meals on 

Wheels office was called to 
verify the information and 
seek a comment, the person 
on the phone said, “We are 
not making a statement, sir. 
Bye, bye,” and then hung 
up.

Meals on Wheels provides 
warm meals to seniors in six 

East Texas counties: Gregg, 

Upshur, Smith, Henderson, 
Van Zandt and Wood.

In May, Longview Com-
munity Ministries an-
nounced it would spin off  
the services it had been pro-
viding to Meals on Wheels 
East Texas for decades and 
instead work with Newgate 
Mission on a service called 
Meals With Love.

Moore was hired in June 

after months of  turmoil 
within the organization and 
complaints from current 
and former employees, vol-
unteers and donors about 
the organization’s manage-
ment.

“John Moore brings a 
track record of  leadership, an 
extensive communications 

BY LISA MASCARO, MARY CLARE 
JALONICK AND ERIC TUCKER 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Am-
bassador Gordon Sondland 
declared to impeachment 
investigators Wednesday 
that President Donald 
Trump and his lawyer Rudy 
Giuliani explicitly sought 
a “quid pro quo” with 
Ukraine, leveraging an 
Oval Office visit for politi-
cal investigations of  Dem-
ocrats. But he also came to 

believe the trade involved 
much more.

Besides the U.S. offer of  
a coveted meeting at the 
White House, Sondland 
testified it was his under-
standing the president was 
holding up nearly $400 mil-
lion in military aid, which 
Ukraine badly needed with 
an aggressive Russia on its 
border, in exchange for the 
country’s announcement of  
the investigations.

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Cynthia Hellen believes the arts 
have a direct impact on the quali-
ty of  life in a city. Because of  that 
belief, she has led the LeTour-
neau University 
S.E. Belcher Jr. 
Chapel and Per-
formance Center 
since its incep-
tion 14 years ago.

Now, she is 
stepping down. 
Hellen will retire 
as senior direc-
tor of  the center 
Dec. 31.

According to a written state-
ment from the university, the cen-
ter has presented about 15 shows a 
season for the past 13 years, along 
with 20 or more rental events a 
year.

Hellen also was an integral part 
of  the Arts!Longview task force 
that secured the cultural district 
designation for Longview earlier 
this year, according to the univer-
sity.

“It just feels like time,” she said. 
“It was time for me to do some-
thing different. I don’t plan to be 
any less involved in the arts com-
munity here in Longview.”

Hellen’s assistant and technical 
director, Cody Bowen, will take 
over her role, she said.

“The Belcher Center has be-
come one of  Longview’s most 
valuable treasures, and Cynthia 
deserves much credit,” LeTour-
neau President Dale A. Lunsford 
said in a written statement. 
“It is difficult today to imagine 

Hellen to 

retire as  

Belcher 

director

Cynthia Hellen

Trump directed Ukraine quid pro quo, key witness says
U.S. Ambassador to the 
European Union Gordon 
Sondland listens Wednes-
day while seated before 
the House Intelligence 
Committee on Capitol Hill in 
Washington during a public 
impeachment hearing of 
President Donald Trump’s 
efforts to tie U.S. aid for 
Ukraine to investigations of 
his political opponents.
Andrew Harnik                                   
AP Photo

See BELCHER, Page 3A

See TRUMP, Page 3A

A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

Group assembles Christmas tree at city’s Heritage Plaza
Above: Longview Parks Mainte-

nance Department employees and 
Longview Main Street members as-
semble the Christmas tree Wednes-
day at Heritage Plaza in downtown 

Longview. Right: Michael Corrigan of 
the parks department works on the 
tree, which will be lit during a festi-
val-like event Sunday, marking the 
second year for the new Longview 

tradition. Activities will run from 
4 to 7 p.m. Sunday with a theme: 

“Lights, Camera, Christmas.” Santa 
is due to arrive between 5 and 5:30 

p.m., and the tree itself will be lit up 
for the season at 5:30 p.m. For more 
on the lighting and other upcoming 
Christmas events across East Texas, 

see today’s @play in Section D. 

Moore quits as Meals on Wheels CEO

John Moore

See MEALS, Page 3A


