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Dean files first bills of session
Measures support oil, gas
industry, target property tax
BY YOLEYNE ROMERO
yromero@news-journal.com

SPORTS

16 semifinalists
announced for award
The race for the Earl Campbell
Tyler Rose Award includes
players from five different
conferences, including East
Texas native Kendre Miller, of
TCU. Page 1B

State Rep. Jay Dean has filed bills
ahead of the 88th Legislative Session
that he says aim to protect the oil and
gas industry as well as property owners.
HB 743 and HB 744 are described as
protecting “the oil and gas industry and
Texas consumers against the types of
local bans on natural gas, propane, or

gas-powered equipment,” according to
information from Dean’s office.
Dean, R-Longview, said Tuesday that
during the last legislative session in 2021,
the cities of Austin and Dallas pushed
ordinances for commercial buildings
and residential homes that would ban
the use of natural gas or propane appliances such as water heaters and cooktop
stoves.
The bill he has filed for the upcoming
session says, “‘Hey, state government
cannot restrict the use of natural gas

State Rep. Jay
Dean, R-Longview,
speaks in October
2020 during a pre87th Legislative
Session forum
hosted by White
Oak and Union
Grove ISDs at
Union Grove High
School.

See DEAN, Page 3A
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‘I’M NOT ALONE’
Hiway 80 Rescue Mission Thanksgiving meal unites community
EAST TEXAS/STATE

Community dinner in
Longview to return
From 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. today,
residents are invited to join
District 3 Councilman Wray
Wade’s fourth annual
Community Thanksgiving
Dinner. Page 4A

Today’s weather
Heavy rain, storm.
High of 60.
SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 4A
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Wednesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-6-1 FB: 1
Pick 3 day
4-7-2 FB: 4
Pick 3 evening
0-6-4 FB: 8
Pick 3 night
2-5-6 FB: 6
Daily 4 morning
0-4-5-8 FB: 3
Daily 4 day
1-3-8-0 FB: 0

Daily 4 evening:
8-9-8-2 FB: 4
Daily 4 night:
6-8-3-9 FB: 0
Lotto Texas
3-8-28-33-50-51
Cash Five
4-19-23-33-34
Powerball
1-2-31-39-66
Powerball: 25
Power Play: 2
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Corrections
It is the policy of the
News-Journal to correct errors.
Direct requests for corrections
or clarifications to Editor Tim
Thorsen at (903) 237-7759 or
Managing Editor Randy
Ferguson at (903) 237-7751.
Sports corrections can be
found in Scoreboard.
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Barbara Purdy serves Thanksgiving meals while volunteering at the Hiway 80 Rescue Mission’s Women and Family Development Center on Wednesday.
BY YOLEYNE ROMERO

whipped cream.
The center provides
shelter for at-risk women
he words to
and children along with
“Amazing Grace” physical, emotional and
sang in unison
spiritual support. A second
filled the dining
Thanksgiving meal also
hall Wednesday of the
was held Wednesday at
Hiway 80 Rescue MisHiway 80’s Men’s Developsion’s Women and Family ment Center.
Development Center in
The women chatted
Longview.
Thursday as they got up to
The Thanksgiving meal get their plates and sat at
provided by the center
tables together to eat.
consisted of turkey,
Darri Smith has been at
dressing, green bean
the center since September
casserole, sweet potato
and said she was looking
casserole, cranberry
forward to “having peace”
sauce, dinner rolls and
pumpkin pie topped with
See MEAL, Page 3A

Darri Smith
has a Thanksgiving meal
Wednesday at
the Hiway 80
Rescue
Mission’s
Women
and Family
Development
Center. Smith
said she has
been a
resident at
the center
since
September.
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Texas DPS wants $1.2B for academy, training facility
BY KAREN BROOKS HARPER
The Texas Tribune

The Texas Department
of Public Safety wants $1.2
billion to turn its training
center north of Austin into
a full-time statewide law enforcement academy — starting with a state-of-the-art
active-shooter facility that
would need a nearly half-billion-dollar investment from
state taxpayers next year.
“You play like you prac-

tice,” DPS Director Steve McCraw told budget officials last
month. “You need to practice
in a real environment.”
If approved, the requested
$466.6 million “down payment,” as McCraw called it,
in the state’s 2024-25 budget
— which won’t be finalized
until the middle of next year
— would be the start of a
six-year proposal to turn the
nearly 200-acre Williamson
County DPS Tactical Training Center complex in Flor-

ence into a Texas law enforcement academy for use
by agencies across the state,
he said.
The $1.2 billion project
figure does not appear in
the agency’s legislative appropriations request, which
comes at a time when agencies are making their bids
for a share of a historic state
cash surplus in the next biennium — and against the
backdrop of an emotional
debate over what the state

needs to do to prevent more
mass killings.
A “state-of-the-art” active-shooter facility would
be built with the first round
of funding next year and
could be used “right off the
bat,” independent of the rest
of the proposed upgrades,
to immediately enhance
active-shooter response by
Texas law enforcement,
McCraw said in a brief presentation before the Texas
Legislative Budget Board on

Oct. 4.
If fully funded over the
next three budget cycles, the
training academy would cost
$1.2 billion and eventually
include dormitories, a cafeteria and other elements,
McCraw said.
“It’s a cost we recognize as
a cost that can’t be borne in
any one session. It takes time
to build it,” McCraw said of
the proposed academy.
See DPS, Page 3A

