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Biden wants Tubman’s  
face on the $20 bill
Biden’s press secretary said 
Monday that the Treasury 
Department is resuming efforts 
to put the abolitionist leader 
on U.S. currency. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Inmate’s lawsuit to 
get second look
Ruben Gutierrez’s attorneys 
argue his religious rights are 
being violated. His case is now 
going to a trial-level court for 
further review. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 68.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.
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VIRUS PUTS 
LAWMAKERS 

ON EDGE
EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A

COVID-19 CASES 
IN NATION DROP
The U.S. is recording just below 3,100 fatalities a day on 
average, down from more than 3.3K less than two weeks ago.
PAGE 2A
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-2-6
Pick 3 day
7-5-5
Pick 3 evening
7-6-8
Pick 3 night
0-7-2

Cash Five
8-21-27-30-33
Texas Two-Step
4-20-24-29
Bonus:27

BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

Christus Good Shepherd 
Health System, Gregg County 
and the City of  Longview are cre-
ating a “sustainable vaccine pro-
gram” after the health care sys-
tem on Monday announced it has 
been named a COVID-19 vaccine 
hub by the state.

Through the program, the state 
will send thousands of  doses of  
the COVID-19 vaccine to Christus 
Good Shepherd each week, which 
the hospital will then administer 
to qualifying individuals. Those 
interested in receiving the vac-
cine must schedule an appoint-
ment to attend an upcoming vac-
cine clinic.

Christus announced Monday 
that it was launching the My Shot 
Now campaign with weekend 
clinics scheduled through Feb. 
21. More clinics are anticipated 

Christus Good Shepherd now vaccine hub
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Christus Health System CEO Todd Hancock speaks about Christus Good Shepherd being named a COVID-19 vaccine hub for the 
state of Texas during a press conference on Monday at the Christus Good Shepherd Institute for Healthy Living.

Health system to launch 
first weekend vaccine 
clinic this Saturday 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

The Spring 
Hill ISD school 
board has 
called a special 
meeting to dis-
cuss the resig-
nation of  Su-
perintendent 
Wayne Guidry 
at 8:30 a.m. 
Thursday in 
the administration building.

The meeting will include 
public comments, but discus-
sion on accepting Guidry’s res-
ignation and naming an inter-
im superintendent will be in 
closed session.

The board will take action 
on the matters in open session.

Board President Mark White 
said he could not discuss per-
sonnel matters ahead of  the 
meeting.

Guidry was named super-
intendent in March 2019. In 
January 2020, the board raised 
Guidry’s salary from $150,000 
to $157,500 and extended his 
contract to June 30, 2023.

In the selection process, 
Guidry was one of  six final-
ists culled from 65 resumes. 
Around the time of  Guidry’s 
hiring, White said it was “obvi-
ous he is the new man to lead 
our district.”

This year’s evaluation did 
not result in any salary or con-
tract changes, and White de-
clined to discuss why.

Since Guidry’s arrival, the 
district has seen many chang-
es.

In December 2019, the 

Guidry 
resigns; 
meeting 
called

Wayne Guidry

SPRING HILL ISD

The superintendent’s 
departure prompts 
search for replacement
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The latest state data show 
COVID-19 patients have taken up 
more than 15% of  hospital capacity 
in a region that includes Longview 
and Tyler for 42 straight days, but 
it also was the lowest rate since 
Dec. 21.

COVID-19 patients on Sunday, 
the latest day for which data was 
available, accounted for 16.53% of  
hospital capacity in the Trauma 
Service Region G that stretches 
across a 19-county region in North-
east Texas and includes Gregg, 
Upshur, Rusk, Harrison, Panola 
and Smith counties. According to 
Texas Department of  State Health 
Services, the rate is the lowest 

since Dec. 21 when it registered to 
16.50%.

The rate hit a high Jan. 9 at 
25.43% and has been below 17% for 
the past three most recent days for 
which data is available. The rate 
on Saturday was 16.89%, and it was 
16.86% Friday.

Seven consecutive days of  hospi-
talization rates above 15% for the 
Trauma Service Area on Dec. 20 
set in motion renewed restrictions 
at businesses and restaurants in 
the region, per an executive order 
issued in October by Gov. Greg Ab-
bott.

The counties that make up the 
trauma service area are Gregg, An-
derson, Camp, Cherokee, Franklin, 
Freestone, Harrison, Henderson, 

Houston, Marion, Panola, Rains, 
Rusk, Shelby, Smith, Trinity, Up-
shur, Van Zandt and Wood.

Seven consecutive days in which 
the COVID-19 hospitalization rate 
is less than 15% of  total hospital 
capacity in the region are required 
to lift the mandate.

The state reported 39 ICU 
beds were available in hospitals 
throughout Trauma Service Area 
G, which is an increase of  eight 
from 31 reported the previous day.

On Monday, the Northeast Texas 
Public Health District, known as 
NET Health, had not updated by 
deadline new daily COVID-19 case 
counts for Gregg and the other six 

COVID-19 IN EAST TEXAS 

COVID-19 hospitalization rate for 
region above 15% 42 days in a row

BY LISA MASCARO AND 
MARY CLARE JALONICK

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Democrats marched 
the impeachment case 
against Donald Trump to 
the Senate Monday night 
for the start of  his histor-
ic trial, but Republican 
senators were easing off  
their criticism of  the for-
mer president and shun-
ning calls to convict him 
over the deadly siege at 
the U.S. Capitol.

It’s an early sign of  
Trump’s enduring sway 
over the party.

The House prosecu-
tors delivered the sole 
impeachment charge of  
“incitement of  insurrec-
tion,” making the cere-
monial walk across the 
Capitol to the Senate. 
But Republican denun-
ciations of  Trump have 
cooled since the Jan. 6 
riot. Instead Republicans 
are presenting a tangle of  

legal arguments against 
the legitimacy of  the tri-
al and questions whether 
Trump’s repeated de-
mands to overturn Joe 
Biden’s election really 
amounted to incitement.

What seemed for some 
Democrats like an open-
shut case that played out 
for the world on live tele-
vision, as Trump encour-
aged a rally mob to “fight 
like hell” for his presi-
dency, is running into a 
Republican Party that 
feels very differently. 
Not only are there legal 
concerns, but senators 
are wary of  crossing the 
former president and his 
legions of  followers who 
are their voters. Security 
remains tight at the Cap-
itol.

Sen. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas, said if  Congress 
starts holding impeach-
ment trials of  former 
officials, what’s next: 
“Could we go back and 
try President Obama?”

Besides, he suggested, 
Trump has already been 
held to account. “One 
way in our system you 
get punished is losing an 
election.”

Arguments in the Sen-
ate trial will begin the 
week of  Feb. 8, and the 
case against Trump, the 
first former president to 
face impeachment trial, 
will test a political par-
ty still sorting itself  out 
for the post-Trump era. 
Republican senators are 
balancing the demands 
of  deep-pocketed donors 
who are distancing them-
selves from Trump and 
voters who demand loy-
alty to him. One Repub-
lican, Sen. Rob Portman 

of  Ohio, announced Mon-
day he would not seek 
reelection in 2022 citing 
the polarized political at-
mosphere.

For Democrats the 
tone, tenor and length 
of  the upcoming trial, 
so early in Biden’s presi-
dency, poses its own chal-
lenge, forcing them to 
strike a balance between 
their vow to hold Trump 
accountable and their 
eagerness to deliver on 
the new administration’s 
priorities following their 
sweep of  control of  the 
House, Senate and White 
House.

Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer said 

Trump impeachment 
goes to Senate, testing 
his sway over GOP
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U.S. Capitol Police Officers talk in the Capitol Rotunda on Capi-
tol Hill in Washington on Monday.
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