
BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

Community Healthcore 
has begun a free program to 
help East Texans and their 
families recover from the im-
pact of COVID-19.

The Crisis Counseling As-
sistance and Training Pro-
gram is funded by a Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency grant through the 
state of Texas.

“It’s a crisis counsel-
ing-type program for people 
who have had some diffi-
culty managing their stress 

related to maybe anxieties 
about getting the virus or 
having had the virus, hav-
ing lost work, experienc-
ing financial difficulties 
because of  it,” said Kim 
Durham, intake/aftercare 
program manager at Com-
munity Healthcore.

Community Healthcore 
serves clients and works 
with local governments 
from the Red River south to 
Lufkin, and from Paris, Can-
ton and Crockett east to the 
Louisiana state line.

The state applied for the 
grant when COVID-19 was 

declared a national disaster, 
Durham said.

“It’s not unlike programs 
that have happened when we 
have tornadoes and FEMA 
comes in,” she said. “The 
biggest one that was what 
most people remember is 
when Hurricane Harvey 
happened in Houston. FEMA 
also granted a CCP program 
down there to go door to 
door, knocking on people’s 
doors that were affected by 
the hurricane, asking how 
they could help. The tricky 
thing with this one is it’s not 
as easy as that. COVID is 

kind of silent and it’s kind of  
ubiquitous. It’s everywhere. 
So we’re trying to get out-
reach to the community, let 
people know we’re here for 
them.”

The program offers short-
term counseling. Durham 
said they will do four to five 
sessions over the phone, and 
if  somebody needs more 
than that, they will be re-
ferred on to a counselor who 
can continue helping them.

“We do short-term inter-
ventions that involve coun-
seling, just crisis counseling 
and assisting disaster sur-

vivors, understanding their 
current situation and reac-
tions, help them mitigate 
their stress,” Durham said. 
“But we also can connect 
them with various commu-
nity resources for if  they’re 
lacking things, like if  they’ve 
lost their job and they’re 
lacking income and they’re 
having a hard time with their 
bills.”

Anyone who needs help 
recovering from the impact 
of COVID-19 may call Com-
munity Healthcore at (903) 
399-5202 to be connected with 
a crisis counselor.
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Trump denies briefing 
on reported bounties
The president denied Sunday 
that he had been briefed on 
reported U.S. intelligence that 
a Russian military intelligence 
unit secretly offered bounties to 
Taliban-linked militants for kill-
ing American troops. Page 2A

TAKE TWO

Mississippi votes to 
change flag design
 Mississippi lawmakers voted 
Sunday to surrender the Con-
federate battle emblem from 
the state flag more than a cen-
tury after white supremacist 
legislators adopted the design 
a generation after the South 
lost the Civil War. Page 2A

Today’s weather

Cloudy.
High of 91.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.
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Saturday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
3-9-15-21-37-48
Cash value
 jackpot: $19.9 
million

Powerball
9-36-49-56-62
Powerball: 8
Power Play: 2
Cash value
 jackpot: $40.6 
million
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BY EDITH M. LEDERER

Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — The 

United Nations marked the 75th 

anniversary of  its birth with a 

scaled-down event Friday because 

of  the coronavirus pandemic, one 

of  many challenges a deeply divid-

ed world faces along with poverty, 

inequality, discrimination and un-

ending wars.

U.N. Secretary-General An-

tonio Guterres told the virtual 

commemoration of  the signing 

of  the U.N. Charter that “global 

pressures are spiraling up” and 

“today’s realities are as forbidding 

as ever.”

He said people continue to lose 

trust in government and political 

This aerial view shows a giant landart painting by Swiss French artist Saype entitled “W

drawing their ideal world, at the European headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, on W

was produced with biodegradable paints made from natural pigments such as coal and chalk. 

This is a closeup of landart at the U.N. headquarters in Switzerland on Wednesday.

Subdued celebration

U.N. has low key 75th anniversary in light of coronavirus

See ANNIVERSARY, Page 5M

BY JOHN ANDERSON
janderson@mrobertsmedia.com

K
ILGORE — Two East 
Texas bar owners say 
they have complied with 

every order from the state 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, but they both expect to have 
suspended liquor licenses Mon-
day morning.

A crowd gathered Sunday af-
ternoon at The Machine Shed 
Bar & Grill on Texas 31 in Kil-
gore to support Tee Allen’s Kil-
gore bar and to support Melissa 
Lynn Kelly, owner of  Outlaws 
Longview.

Kelly was issued a 30-day li-
quor license suspension Friday 
for staying open after Gov. Greg 
Abbott ordered bars, which 
were allowed to be open at 50% 
capacity, to shut down again. 
She said her bar does not cause 

any issues in the community, 
and she had no cases of  em-
ployees or patrons contracting 

the coronavirus.
“I have not had a single case 

Event shows support for businesses in Longview, Kilgore forced to close
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They called the rally “Bar Lives Matter” on Sunday at The Machine Shed Bar & Grill on Texas 31 in Kilgore. Despite 
the state closing bars, they were open and supported Melissa Lynn Kelly, owner of Outlaws Longview, who tried 
to open Friday and had her liquor license suspended for 30 days.

John Anderson/News-Journal Photo

Melissa Lynn Kelly, center, owner of Outlaws Longview, tried to open Friday 
and had her liquor license suspended for 30 days. On Sunday, at The 
Machine Shed Bar & Grill on Texas 31 in Kilgore, the bar opened and took 
donations to support Kelly’s cause.

BARS: WE’LL FIGHT

BY MARGARET NEWKIRK, 
EMMA COURT AND JOE CARROLL

Bloomberg

It became clear that Gov. 
Greg Abbott was in retreat 
when he closed the bars.

Ever since restarting 
the Lone Star state’s econ-
omy in early May, Abbott 
ignored the pleas of  may-
ors and county leaders to 
impose strict rules to stop 
COVID-19. The 62-year-old 
Republican appeared re-
peatedly on Sean Hanni-
ty’s Fox News show to tout 
his commitment to keep-
ing business open, while 
the pandemic quietly gath-
ered strength.

During the past week, 
Texas saw record case 
numbers, and hospitals in 
Houston, its biggest city, 
neared their limits. Even 
then, Abbott agreed only 
to pause the reopening. He 
didn’t order people to wear 
masks or stop going out.

But Friday, he shut the 
saloons at high noon.

Abbott’s reversal un-
derscored a crisis that 
was weeks in the making 
and driven by four dis-
tinct causes: the failure 
of  public-health work like 
contact tracing, heavy eco-
nomic pressure, the politi-
cal neutering of  its cities, 
and Abbott’s solidarity 

with President Donald 
Trump’s agenda. Every 
week of  free commerce al-
lowed more Texans to fall 
ill.

Now, the sec-
ond-most-populous state 
faces the prospect of  mor-
tality like that seen in New 
York three months ago. 
Texas is fast becoming the 
new center of  the pandem-
ic in the U.S. The nation 
on Saturday saw total cas-
es jump 1.9%, the biggest 
percentage increase in six 
weeks, with more than 
45,000 new infections.

On Friday, the top 

How Texas became a virus hotspot
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Hostess Carla Alexander waits Friday behind a sign that asks custom-
ers to wear masks at the Saint Arnold Brewing Company in Houston.

Community Healthcore offers free crisis counseling

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Vice President Mike Pence, during 
a trip to Dallas on Sunday, promised 
Texas would bounce back from a re-
cent surge in cases of the coronavirus 
while urging Americans to turn to 
their faith during a tumultuous period 
for the nation.

“Working with your governor, we 
will put the health of the people of the 
Lone Star State first, and every single 
day we’ll continue to reclaim our free-
dom and our way of life, as each day 
we are one day closer to the day we put 
this pandemic in the past,” Pence said 
during an event at First Baptist Dallas. 
“And when we do, with this governor 
and this president, we’ll bring Texas 
and America back bigger and better 
than ever before.”

After the event, Pence — who chairs 
the White House Coronavirus Task 
Force — Gov. Greg Abbott and his 
coronavirus response advisers briefed 
Pence on the situation in Texas.

Speaking with reporters afterward, 
Abbott said the virus has taken a “very 
swift and a very dangerous turn in 
Texas over just the past few weeks,” 
while Pence praised Abbott for his 
leadership — which has come under 
heavy fire from Democrats — and 
pledged the full support of the federal 
government.

Pence also emphasized the impor-
tance of wearing a mask to reduce fur-
ther spread.

The talk was a last-minute addition 
to Pence’s agenda. For over a week, 

CORONAVIRUS IN TEXAS 

Abbott 
addresses
uptick in 
infections
8 new cases reported 
in Gregg County

See HOTSPOT, Page 3A

See ABBOTT, Page 3A

See BARS, Page 3A


