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HOUSE
Garcia drives in 4, Rangers  
beat Braves 7-3 to take series.
SPORTS, PAGE 6A

Today’s weather

Cloudy & humid.
High of 85.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 4A
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Associated Press

ZAPORIZHZHIA, Ukraine — 
A long-awaited effort to evacuate 
civilians from a steel plant in the 
Ukrainian city of Mariupol was 
underway Sunday, the United 
Nations said, while U.S. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi revealed 
she visited Ukraine’s president 
to show unflinching American 
support for the country’s defense 
against Russian aggression.

U.N. humanitarian spokes-
man Saviano Abreu told The 
Associated Press that the op-

eration to bring civilians out 
of  the sprawling Azovstal steel 
plant was being carried out 
with the International Commit-
tee of  the Red Cross and in co-
ordination with Ukrainian and 
Russian officials.

As many as 100,000 people are 
believed to still be in blockaded 
Mariupol, including up to 1,000 
civilians who were hunkered 
down with an estimated 2,000 
Ukrainian fighters beneath the 
Soviet-era steel plant — the 
only part of  the city not occu-
pied by the Russians.

The fate of the Ukrainian fight-

ers was not immediately clear.
Like other evacuations, suc-

cess of  the mission in Mariu-
pol depended on Russia and its 
forces, deployed along a long 
series of  checkpoints before 
reaching Ukrainian ones.

Zaporizhzhia, a city about 141 
miles northwest of Mariupol, 
was the destination of the evacu-
ation effort, Abreu said. He said 
women, children and the elder-
ly — who have been stranded for 
nearly two months — will be evac-
uated to the city, where they will 
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MOBILE, Ala. — Researchers are re-
turning to the Alabama coast near Mo-
bile to assess the sunken remains of  the 
last slave ship to bring captive Africans 
to the United States more than 160 years 
ago.

The Alabama Historical Commission 
says a team will begin a 10-day evalua-
tion of  the remnants of  the Clotilda on 
Monday. Experts have described the 
wreck as the most complete slave ship 
ever discovered.

The agency has hired Resolve Ma-
rine, a salvage and services company, 

for work involving the Clotilda. The ship 
was scuttled in the muddy Mobile Riv-
er after illegally dropping off  110 West 
Africans on the Alabama coast in 1860, 
decades after Congress outlawed the in-
ternational slave trade.

The company plans to moor a 100-foot-
long barge at the site with equipment to 
support divers and store artifacts that 
are removed from the water for analysis 
and documentation.

“It is a tremendous duty to ensure the 
Clotilda is evaluated and preserved,” 
Aaron Jozsef, the project manager for 
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FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — In a small 
enclave in northern Arizona where 
homes are nestled in a Ponderosa 
pine forest and tourists delight in 
camping, hiking and cruising on 
ATVs, high winds are nothing new.

But when those winds recently 
ramped up and sent what was a 
small wildfire racing toward their 
homes, residents in the close-knit 
Girls Ranch neighborhood near 
Flagstaff  faced a dilemma: quickly 
grab what they could and flee, or 
stay behind and try to ward off  the 
towering, erratic flames.

Most of  the property owners left. 
One couple stood their ground. 
Another raced to save animals on 
neighbors’ properties.

The blaze that started Easter 
Sunday swept across vacant lots, 
scorched tree stumps and cast an 
orange glow on the parched land-
scape. Flames licked the corner of  
one woman’s porch and destroyed 
two other homes, leaving a mosaic 
of  charred land as the 30-square-
mile fire finally neared full con-
tainment this weekend.

Elsewhere, firefighters in north-
ern New Mexico on Sunday con-
tinued to battle the largest active 
wildfire in the U.S. as strong winds 
pushed it closer to the small city of  
Las Vegas.

Officials said the blaze had dam-
aged or destroyed 172 homes and at 
least 116 structures since it started 
April 6 and merged with another 
wildfire a week ago. Officials said 
the fire had grown to 162 square 
miles, but was still 30% contained.

The blazes are among many this 
spring that forced panicked resi-
dents to make life-or-death, fight-
or-flee snap decisions as wildfire 
season heats up in the U.S. West. 
Years of  hotter and drier weather 
have the exacerbated blazes, lead-
ing them to frequently burn larger D

ozens of  classic vehicles 
wowed spectators Satur-
day night during Kilgore 

Cruise Night in downtown.
The free event is held the 

fourth Saturday of  each 

month in downtown. Hours 
during summer months are 5 
to 8 p.m.

For information, go to 
www.facebook.com/Kilgore-
CruiseNight .

Evacuations underway in Mariupol; Pelosi visits Ukraine

TAKE A DRIVE
Cool, classic cars on display at Kilgore Cruise Night

Arizona 

wildfire 

forces fast 
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Researchers returning for assessment of last U.S. slave ship
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A rainbow forms in the sky after a brief rainstorm during the monthly Kilgore Cruise Night event Saturday in downtown Kilgore.

A driver leaves the monthly Kilgore Cruise Night event after a brief rain-
storm began Saturday in downtown Kilgore.

Automotive enthusiasts check out some of the vehicles on display during 
the monthly Kilgore Cruise Night event Saturday in downtown Kilgore.

Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volody-
myr Zelenskyy, 
center right, 
and U.S. Speak-
er of the House 
Nancy Pelosi 
shake hands 
during their 
meeting in 
Kyiv, Ukraine, 
Saturday.
Ukrainian Presi-
dential Press Office 
via AP

Traffic passes a mural of 
the slave ship Clotilda 
along Africatown Boule-
vard, in Mobile, Ala., May 
30, 2019. Researchers are 
returning to the Alabama 
coast near Mobile in May 
2022 to assess the sunken 
remains of the Clotilda, 
which was the last slave 
ship to bring captive Afri-
cans to the United States 
more than 160 years earlier.
Kevin McGill/AP File Photo
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