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East Texas towns are presenting the annual  
Wildflower Trails of Texas, with events set today.
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U.S. lifts pause on 
J&J virus vaccine 
An 11-day pause on Johnson & 
Johnson’s shot ended Friday 
upon decisions its benefits 
outweigh risks. Page 2A
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-2-5
Pick 3 day
5-7-4
Pick 3 evening
9-2-4
Pick 3 night
2-5-8

Cash Five
1-4-6-21-30  
Mega Millions
4-28-29-30-60
MB: 25
Megaplier: 3

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

SPORTS

Texas quarterback  
battle emerges
Who will be the Longhorns 
starter against Louisiana- 
Lafayette on Sept. 4? Page 1B
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cstern@news-journal.com

The Greater Longview 
United Way has hired a local 
minister as its new execu-
tive director following the 
retirement of  Donna Sharp.

Evan Dolive is set to begin 
his duties with the organiza-
tion May 19.

“I’m looking forward to 
working with the staff  and to 
continue to grow what Don-

na Sharp 
has done,” 
Dolive said 
F r i d a y . 
“I’m thank-
ful for the 
opportuni-
ty.”

Accord-
ing to the 
U n i t e d 
Way’s board, Dolive was se-
lected from a field of  almost 
30 national and local appli-

cants for the position.
“When I was interview-

ing, they kept asking the 
question why I’m getting 
out of  ministry, and my 
answer was that I am not,” 
Dolive said. “I’m just not 
doing it within the church.”

He is the associate 
minister of  family life at 
First Christian Church of  

Longview.
Dolive said ministry does 

not have to be within the 

walls of  a church, and he 
sees the United Way as an-
other ministry opportunity 
to help others.

“I am looking forward to 
giving voice to the programs 
that the United Way funds, 
getting out in the commu-
nity and trying to address 
needs in Longview,” he said.

He said he is passionate 
about issues such as the lack 
of  affordable housing, edu-
cation gap, unemployment, 

food insecurity and more.
“The executive commit-

tee, staff, selected partner 
agency representatives 
and stakeholders were im-
pressed with Dr. Dolive’s vi-
sion for GLUW, passion for 
service and effective com-
munication abilities,” the 
board said in a statement.

Dolive said he was born 
and raised in Longview, 
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Turnout for the first week of  
early voting for Gregg County 
city and school races was low 
but similar 
to past May 
e l e c t i o n s , 
a c c o r d i n g 
to Elections 
Administra-
tor Jennifer 
Briggs.

“ U s u a l l y 
the city and 
school elec-
tions have a very low turnout,” 
she said Friday. “People will 
show up for the November 
elections but they tend to not 
realize how important their 
city and school elections are.”

Early voting continues Mon-
day and Tuesday for the May 1 
ballots.

“You can check to see if  you 
have something to vote for,” 
Briggs said. “Not every person 
in Gregg County has an elec-
tion.”

More information is avail-
able at www.greggcounty 
votes.com.

Contest races are on the 
Longview City Council as well 
as for Gregg County school 
boards.

The city of  Longview and 
Pine Tree ISD are technically 
having a joint election since 
the districts cross, Briggs said, 
noting 181 votes cast  as of  
3 p.m. Friday

Marisa R. Ward is challeng-
ing District 2 Councilwoman 
Nona Snoddy, who is seek-
ing her third and final term. 
Longview Mayor Andy Mack 

BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

A 
“bike jam” planned at 
the city’s new skate-
park is attracting BMX 
professionals, including 

the legend-
ary Mat 
Hoffman, to 
Longview.

Hoffman, 
a profes-
sional BMX 
rider who is 
considered 
one of  the 
best riders in 
the history 
of  the sport, 
is among 
dozens of  
pros who will be in Longview 
on May for the event at Dodson 
Action Sports Complex.

“It’s not really a competition 
— it’s just a lot of  people getting 
together to ride and try some real-
ly cool stuff. You’ll see all kinds of  

tricks and people trying different 
obstacles,” said Brian Dodson, 
who helped bring the skatepark 
to Longview and for whom the 

facility is named. “It’s going to be 
a really fun day of  riding.”

BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

South Longview could be home 
to the city’s fifth freestanding Star-
bucks.

Fort Worth-based Woodmont, 
the same company that developed 
the Starbucks on Marshall Ave-
nue that will open this spring, has 
started the permitting process 
with the city. The potential site is 
at 3620 Estes Parkway, where a for-
mer gas station already was been 
demolished at the southeast cor-

ner of  Estes and Interstate 20, and 
across from a Taco Bell restaurant.

“What I can tell you is that at 
this point, we have no agreement 
with Starbucks concerning that 
location,’ said Stephen Coslik, 
chairman of  Woodmont. “We’re in 
discussions with them, but at this 
point we have no agreement with 
them.”

He said it would be a good loca-
tion for Starbucks because of  its 
proximity to Interstate 20.

Developer targets potential South Longview Starbucks
Starbucks customers 
line West Loop 281 in 
Longview waiting for 
drive-thru service in 
May 2020. A devel-
oper has started the 
process to build what 
would be the city’s 
fifth freestanding 
Starbucks near  
Interstate 20.
Les Hassell 
News-Journal File Photo

Longview skatepark event set to draw pro BMX riders to city

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Daylen George rides his bike Thursday at the Dodson Action Sports Complex at Ingram Park in Longview.

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal File Photo

The Dodson Action Sports Complex is on former tennis courts at Ingram Park in 
Longview. The skatepark can be used by skateboards, scooters, inline skates and 
BMX freestyle bikes.

If you go
 ■ What: BMX Bike 
Jam

 ■ When: Noon to 
6 p.m. May 1

 ■ Where: Dodson 
Action Sports 
Complex, 1400 N. 
10th St. (Ingram 
Park), in Longview

 ■ Cost: Free

RIDE ON TRACK
Gregg 
early 
voting 
slow
Turnout low for city, 
school races on ballot

Jennifer Briggs

Local United Way hires new director

Evan Dolive
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