
 

 

 
REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 

 

FROM: Dorothy Ann David, City Manager 

 

DATE: June 7, 2024 

SUBJECT: DISTRICT 3 COUNCIL CANDIDATE INTERVIEWS – SS 2024-017 

 

A.  Introduction:  The purpose of this report is to explain the candidate interview and 

appointment process to fill the vacancy in the District 3 Council Member office.  

 

B.  Recommended Action:  The City Council will conduct District 3 Council Member candidate 

interviews at the June 11, 2024, Study Session.  No Council direction is necessary at that 

meeting.  A Council Bill to appoint a new District 3 Council Member will be placed on the June 

18, 2024, Regular Meeting agenda.   

 

C.  Prior Council Action: On May 21, 2024, Council provided direction to staff to move 

forward with the appointment process outlined in Study Session 2024-014. 

 

D.  Background:   

 

1.  Legal Requirements.  Daniel Iniguez submitted his resignation from the City Council 

effective as of May 14, 2024.  The resignation creates a vacancy in the District 3 Council 

Member office.  The Illinois Municipal Code requires Council to fill the vacancy within 60 days 

after the vacancy occurs, which is July 13, 2024.  The vacancy is to be filled by appointment to 

the public office for the balance of the unexpired term, which is May 6, 2025.  (65 ILCS 5/5-2-

12(g))  

 

The four (4) year term for the Mayor and At Large Council Members began May 2, 2023 and 

expires May 4, 2027.  The next term for newly elected District Council Members is from May 6, 

2025 through May 1, 2029.  (Sections 2-17 and 2-18 of the Champaign Municipal Code)  

 

Per state statute, to be eligible to fill the vacancy, qualified applicants must: 

• Be an actual resident in Council District 3; (65 ILCS 5/3.1-10-5(a)) 

• Be a registered voter in the City of Champaign; (65 ILCS 5/3.1-10-5(a)) 

• Be current in payments of taxes/debts owed to the City of Champaign; (65 ILCS 5/3.1-10-

5(b)) and  

• Not have been convicted of a felony, bribery, perjury or other infamous crime. (Art. 13, Sec. 

1 of the Ill. Const.) 

 

2.  Appointment Process.  Council will conduct candidate interviews to fill the vacancy in the 

District 3 Council Member Office at the June 11 Study Session with the appointment of a new 

member to take place at the Regular Meeting on Tuesday, June 18.   

   

 

https://documents.ci.champaign.il.us/object?id=1-U-94H0oPBK2SOEIyb8ay_-PpZBzu5M5
https://library.municode.com/il/champaign/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MUCO_CH2AD_ARTIICICO_DIV1GE_S2-17ME
https://library.municode.com/il/champaign/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MUCO_CH2AD_ARTIICICO_DIV1GE_S2-18EL
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3.   Candidate Applications.  The deadline to submit applications for candidates was 12 PM on 

Monday, June 3, 2024.  Attachment A includes copies of the three applications received by the 

City Clerk. Staff are confirming that they meet the minimum requirements to be eligible to fill 

the vacancy. 

 

4.   Candidate Interview Process.  Past practice for candidate interviews to fill the vacancy in a 

Council Member office is as follows: 

• Each candidate is allowed to make a statement of candidacy for up to 5 minutes; and 

• Council Members may ask interview questions of the candidates, and each candidate may 

have up to 5 minutes to answer each question.  

 

5.   Procedure for Council Action.  A Council Bill is proposed to be placed on the June 18, 

2024 Regular Meeting agenda with a blank for the name of the person to be inserted for 

appointment.  At that time, Council Members will suggest names to fill in the blank, and those 

names will be voted on in order of suggestion.  In the past, the Mayor has permitted suggestions 

in order of Council seniority.  When all suggestions have been made, the Council votes in order 

of suggestion.  The first name to receive five or more votes will be inserted into the blank.  The 

Council Bill will then be voted upon.  If the Council passes the Council Bill and the candidate is 

present at the meeting, then they can be sworn in immediately after the appointment and 

participate in the meeting as the District 3 representative.   

 

E.  Community Input:  Staff issued a press release on May 22, 2024, which advertised the 

process to apply to fill the vacancy.  Applications for candidates were posted on the City website 

with a deadline to submit them to the City Clerk by noon on June 3, 2024.  There will be 

opportunities for public input during the June 11 Study Session when the candidates are 

interviewed.  There will be an additional opportunity for public comment at the Regular Meeting 

when Council appoints the new Council Member. 

 

F.  Budget Impact:  City Council members are paid an annual salary of $5,000.  This expense is 

budgeted in the Mayor and Council budget in the General Operating Fund.  As the full cost of 

Mayor and Council salaries are already included in the budget, there is no impact on the budget 

from the appointment of a new District 3 Council representative.  

 

G.  Staffing Impact:  Staff from the Communications Division posted notices of the vacancy 

and applications to fill the vacancy.  The City Clerk and the City Attorney processed the 

applications and prepared the Reports to Council accordingly. 

 

Prepared by: 

 

 

 

Thomas Yu 

City Attorney 

 

Attachment A: Applications 

 

https://champaignil.gov/council/about-the-council/district3/
https://champaignil.gov/council/about-the-council/district3/
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