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BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the New-Times

LINCOLN COUNTY 
— Three Lincoln County 
applicants are seeking an 
exception to one of Or-
egon’s strongest environ-
mental protection laws to 
gain permission to save 
their properties from the 
ever-encroaching ocean 
and eroding coastal cliff-
side by installing shore-
line armoring along the 
adjacent beach.

The Lincoln County 

Planning Commission 
will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, June 
14, at 7 p.m. to discuss 
the topic. And, in a rare 
turn of events, the Or-
egon State Department 
of Land Conservation 
and Development sent a 
letter to the county Mon-
day night agreeing with 
a county staff report that 
noted the circumstances 
of the three applicants 

are unique and compel-
ling enough to warrant 
an exception to the state’s 
Goal 18 dune and beach 
protection laws.

The staff report in 
question details a dif-
ficult reality: due to ex-
tensive existing shore 
armoring in Gleneden 
Beach, a history of sand 
mining in the area and 
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BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — Rather than take their chances with 
a new landlord who could raise rents by around 10 
percent every year, or even a developer who might 
find another use for the prime real estate across Bay 
Boulevard from the Embarcadero Resort, residents 
of Harbor Village mobile home and RV park formed 
a corporation, took out millions in bridge loans and 
bought the property.

“To have a good neighbor you have to be a good 
neighbor,” Harbor Village Cooperative member Gail 
Green said Monday, sitting on her front porch with 
fellow resident Edla Siewell. Green has lived there 10 
years, Siewell moved in 29 years ago, and they’ve both 
seen the property pass through several owners. 

As of June, they and their neighbors are the new 
landlords, and they all have a role approving rent, 

Harbor Village buy-out

County and state in support of local Goal 18 exceptions

Experts say riprap would do no 
further harm to doomed beach

Newport 

passes 

lodging 

tax 

increase
BY KENNETH LIPP

Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — During 
its regular meeting Mon-
day, the Newport City 
Council voted to raise 
the city’s tax per booked 
night on short-term 
rental businesses from 
9.5 to 12 percent.

The approximately 26 
percent increase gives 
the city among the high-
est transient room tax 
rates in Oregon. The 
city’s Finance Work 
Group recommended the 
move as means of bridg-
ing a structural deficit in 
the budget that included 
chronic underfunding 
of city-owned facilities, 
proposed as a means of 
deferring some of the 
burden from residents to 
visitors, in consideration 
of the impact of the lat-
ter on city resources and 
infrastructure.

Based on last year’s 
takings, the increase 
could provide more than 
$1 million in additional 
revenue next year, with 
$700,000 dedicated to 
a fund specifically for 
tourism-related expen-
ditures and $300,000 
to the General Fund. 
Some would be used to 
fund repairs and main-
tenance at facilities used 
by visitors, such the per-
forming arts center, li-
brary, visual arts center, 
Bayfront boardwalk and 
public restroom facili-
ties. The city also plans 
to restore a police officer 
position and add staff in 
the parks department.

Terry Hopkins, a 
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County, 

Waldport 

hold joint 

meeting
Potential drought, 

Crestline transfer 

discussed

BY MICHAEL 
HEINBACH

Of the News-Times

WALDPORT — The 
southern portion of 
Lincoln County’s abil-
ity to handle a poten-
tial drought this sum-
mer and the potential 
transfer of the county’s 
jurisdiction of a portion 
of Crestline Drive to the 
city of Waldport were 
among the topics dis-
cussed Monday evening, 
June 7, during a joint 
meeting of representa-
tives from the county 
and Waldport.

Hosted by Doug 
Hunt, Lincoln Coun-
ty Commission chair, 
meeting attendees in-
cluded Commissioner 
Kaety Jacobson, Sheriff 
Curtis Landers, Coun-
sel Wayne Belmont, and 
sheriff ’s office Lt. Adam 
Shanks from Lincoln 
County. Waldport May-
or Greg Holland, coun-
cilors Jerry Townsend, 
Sue Woodruff, Greg 
Dunn, Jayme Morris 
and Rick Booth and City 
Manager Dan Cutter at-
tended the virtual meet-
ing representing the city 
of Waldport. 

Jacobson spearhead-
ed the discussion about 
shared water resources 
and the strong possibil-
ity that weather con-
ditions will force the 
county to soon declare 
drought conditions. She 
spoke of an informal 
county drought com-
mittee that has been 

WALDPORT on Page A6

A naked stretch of beach in front of the WorldMark Gleneden Resort and Gl-

eneden Beach State Recreation Site breaks up the otherwise armored shoreline 

in the Gleneden Beach area. (Photo by Casey Felton)

CO-OP on Page A7

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — The 
automatic sprinkler sys-
tem at the Best Western 
Plus Agate Beach Inn 
controlled a fire in the 
laundry room believed 
to have been started by 
spontaneous combus-
tion.

The Newport Fire De-
partment responded to 
a commercial fire call at 
3019 North Coast High-
way at about 12:45 a.m. 

Monday. Fire Chief Rob 
Murphy said responding 
firefighters found a blaze 
in the laundry room that 
had largely been extin-
guished by the facility’s 
sprinkler system, and 
they were able to quickly 
put down smolders and 
clear smoke from the 
building.

The entire hotel was 
briefly evacuated as a 
precaution — Murphy 
praised management for 
their execution of that 
process — but there was 

no damage to the main 
building, and guests 
were able to return to 
their rooms.

Murphy said the fire 
started by spontaneous 
combustion in a pile 
of laundry. Even after 
washed, the chief said, 
cloth can retain residue 
of oils and other chemi-
cals. When that material 
is piled in large stacks, 
especially if it contains 
moisture, the oxidation 
of those chemicals re-
leases heat with no place 

to escape, eventually 
building to ignition.

This kind of fire can 
be prevented by spread-
ing laundry out as op-
posed to piling it, the 
chief said, adding that 
the incident was a great 
example of the value of 
fire alarm and suppres-
sion systems. 

In an email to the 
News-Times, hotel man-
ager Joshua Conrad 
thanked emergency per-
sonnel for their response 
and support.

Sprinkler system douses fire in hotel

Edla Siewell, left, and Gail Green share stories from 

their time as residents of Harbor Village. A coopera-

tive of tenants at the hybrid mobile home/RV park, 

located on Newport’s Bay Boulevard across from 

the Embarcadero, closed on its purchase of the 

property in May. 

Of the 201 lots comprising Harbor Village, 148 are for recreational vehicles, making it relatively unique 

among resident-owned communities. RV spaces are a crucial housing resource in the area, providing shel-

ter for everyone from wildfire evacuees to fishermen to medical professionals. (Photos by Kenneth Lipp)


