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BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

SEAL ROCK — After 
voting to terminate Fire 
Chief Tom Sakaris last 
week, the Seal Rock Rural 
Fire Protection District 
Board of Directors made 
the controversial choice 
Wednesday to hire former 
Toledo Fire Department 
Chief William Ewing to 
help reorganize the dis-
trict and find a replace-
ment.

Ewing, who served as 
Toledo fire chief for 19 
years before being termi-
nated in 2017 by former 
Toledo city manager Craig 
Martin, was arrested last 
month on assault charg-

es related to allegedly 
strangling his wife, Tina 
Ewing, and is currently 
awaiting an early resolu-
tion hearing on Oct. 25.

Following an hour-long 
executive session held 
Sept. 30, the board voted 
3-1 to place Sakaris on 
administrative leave for 
30 days and then termi-
nate his contract. Board 
Chair Al Anton and board 
members Mike Burt and 
Paul Rimola voted in fa-
vor of the termination, 
while board member Tina 
Fritz voted no, and board 

member Dustin Joll ab-
stained.

When asked why the 
board made the decision 
to oust Sakaris, Anton 
said he and the rest of the 
board had been advised 
by their legal council, 
lawyer Lori Cooper from 
the Eugene-based Local 
Government Law Group, 
not to discuss the circum-
stances of Sakaris’s termi-
nation outside executive 
session. Anton directed 
News-Times staff to speak 
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A gull seems to proudly pose with a crab caught at Seal Rock State Recreation Site on Saturday, Oct. 

2. The three big rocks at the state recreation site — called “Castle,” “Tourist” and “Elephant” — were 

given to the state by the federal government in 1928. Two years later, Lincoln County donated 0.24 

acres of land for the wayside, which now features public restrooms, parking, picnic tables amongst 

shore pine and spruce, and an ADA-accessible beach viewpoint. (Photo by Kenneth Lipp) 

This is a crabbing community

Fire chief terminated, controversial consultant hired
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BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — New-
port City Council will 
hold a public hearing 
Nov. 1 on whether to 
close and lock the gate 
at the entrance to Big 
Creek Reservoir during 
nighttime hours.

City council first con-
sidered the question of 
whether to restrict over-
night access to the wa-
tershed during its Sept. 
7 work session. Accord-
ing to a report to coun-
cil from Public Works 
Director David Powell, 
when the city temporar-
ily closed the watershed 
and other forest inter-
face zones Aug. 11 due 
to extreme fire danger, 
“the public generally 
ignored the signs and 
entered the watershed 
via Big Creek Road any-

way.”
Staff installed a gate 

at the entrance Aug. 16, 
and permanent resi-
dents were given access, 
Powell reported. The 
gate was opened after 
extreme fire danger sta-
tus was lifted and has 
remained open since.

“On any given day, 
the public accesses Big 
Creek to fish, picnic, 
hike and other approved 
activities,” Powell wrote 
in his Sept. 7 report. 
“Despite signage, they 
also camp, leave trash, 
defecate and enjoy oth-
er prohibited uses. The 
permanent residents re-
port frequent late-night 
parties, noise, traffic 
and fireworks. Closing 
the watershed using the 
gate would discourage 
these types of activities.”

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

During the last week, 
most Lincoln County 
fire districts announced 
they will end their re-
spective burn bans as 
the Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry ter-
minated this year’s fire 
season for the western 
part of the state effec-
tive Tuesday.

North Lincoln Fire 
& Rescue announced 
Friday it would end its 
ban, while the Newport 
Fire Department, To-
ledo Fire Department 
and Central Oregon 
Coast Fire & Rescue an-
nounced the same thing 
on Monday, to take ef-
fect on Tuesday.

While bans have been 
lifted in most districts 

Council to hold 
hearing on nighttime 
closure of Big Creek

Burn bans ending 
throughout county

Recall 

petition 

fails
BY KENNETH LIPP

Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — A pe-
tition seeking to put 
the recall of Newport 
Mayor Dean Sawyer on 
the Nov. 2 ballot failed 
to garner sufficient sig-
natures to go to voters.

The petition, filed by 
Newport attorney Su-
san Reese Painter on 
July 6, sought to put 
a question on the No-
vember election ballot. 
It would ask voters to 
remove Sawyer from 
office for his conduct 
surrounding a 2019 
plane crash in which 
Sawyer was the pilot, 
and one of two pas-
sengers was seriously 
injured.

“Recent FAA find-
ings that Mr. Sawyer 
recklessly endangered 
the lives of two pas-
sengers when he ran 
out of gas and crashed 
his airplane on the 
beach demonstrate 
that he lacks the moral 
compass to lead our 
city,” Painter wrote 
in the petition, citing 
the mayor’s failure to 
maintain a current 
medical certificate, 
aircraft inspection 
or pilot flight review. 
Sawyer’s pilot’s certifi-
cate was suspended for 
200 days as a result of 

How 

schools 

respond 

to COVID 

exposure 
BY KENNETH LIPP

Of the News-Times

When a student tests 
positive for COVID-19, 
school district staff works 
closely with public health 
to identify and notify 
those who were exposed, 
although the nature of 
the reporting system 
means those who need 
to quarantine might not 
know until days before 
their exclusion period 
ends.

Burn bans have now been lifted in most fire dis-

tricts across Lincoln County. (Courtesy photo) 

Permits for debris 
burning still required

The Seal Rock Rural Fire Protection District Board met during a special meeting 

Wednesday to vote on whether or not to hire consultant William Ewing to take 

over management duties while the board searches for a new fire chief. The district 

voted to terminate former Chief Tom Sakaris last week. (News-Times file photo)
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