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Council OKs state 

site annexation 

into city

BY MICHAEL HEINBACH
Of the News-Times

WALDPORT — A man 
such as former Oregon 
Gov. Isaac L. Patterson, 
a pioneering champion 
of park development and 
the preservation of scenic 
areas, would certainly be 
welcomed into the tight-

knit community of Wald-
port. As of late last week, 
the same can be said for 
the state recreation area 
that bears Patterson’s 
name.

During its May 13 regu-
lar business meeting, the 
Waldport City Council 
voted unanimously in fa-
vor of annexing Gover-
nor Patterson Memorial 
State Recreation Site into 
the city limits after City 
Manager Dann Cutter 
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The annual Blessing of the Fleet ceremo-

ny, sponsored by the Newport Fishermen’s 

Wives, took place on Newport’s Yaquina Bay 

on Saturday, May 15. Above, clergy aboard a 

U.S. Coast Guard motor lifeboat offer prayers 

for passing vessels, asking for protection at 

sea, bountiful catches and peace of mind for 

the families at home. Also on Saturday was a 

memorial service at the Fishermen’s Memori-

al Sanctuary at Yaquina Bay State Park. Pas-

tor Luke Frechette of South Beach Church is 

pictured (left) speaking during that service 

while a Coast Guard honor guard stands at 

attention. (Photos by Jeremy Burke)

Blessing of the Fleet 

Welcome to Waldport, 
Gov. Patterson
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Newport 
drafting 
lodging tax 
increase
Will consider 
ordinance June 7

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — Follow-
ing a public hearing dur-
ing its regular meeting on 
Monday, Newport City 
Council directed staff to 
draft an ordinance that 
would make the city’s 
transient room tax the 
highest in the county, tied 
for highest in the state.

The move to increase 
the percentage that lodg-
ing establishments, in-
cluding vacation home 
rentals and campgrounds, 
pay on every night sold 
from 9.5 to 12 percent, 
about a 26 percent in-
crease and Newport’s 
first in almost 20 years, 
was recommended by 
the city’s Finance Work 
Group. It’s among several 
recommendations aimed 
at filling a structural Gen-
eral Fund deficit threat-
ening to deplete the city’s 
reserves.

The city would use 
the additional revenue, 
about $1 million based 
on last year’s collections, 
for maintenance and im-
provement of city-owned 
facilities that provide ser-
vices to visitors, restora-
tion of a police officer po-
sition that was among the 
22 full-time equivalents 

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

SALEM — From reno-
vating decaying dams to 
funding new facilities at 
the local aquarium, enti-
ties from Lincoln County 
pitched 10 projects dur-
ing the Oregon Legisla-
ture’s capital construc-
tion subcommittee’s May 
7 meeting alongside 50 
other projects from other 
counties throughout Or-
egon.

Before this year’s ses-
sion is up in June, the 
state legislature needs to 
decide where to allocate 
not only its returning 

lottery bond funds, but 
around $700 million in 
American Rescue Plan 
Act funds designated for 
infrastructure, economic 
relief and developmental 
projects across Oregon.

Many projects submit-
ted this year previously 
received approval for 
state lottery bond fund-
ing in 2019, but due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
severely impacting state 
lottery sale revenue in 
2020, most were can-
celed last year.

State Rep. David Gom-
berg expressed support 
for most of the projects 
located in District 10 

that were submitted dur-
ing the meeting.

The largest project 
submitted from Lincoln 
County this year was $14 
million toward replac-
ing the Big Creek Dams, 
funded during last year’s 
session but lost fund-
ing due to the pandemic 
such as many other proj-
ects.

Newport City Man-
ager Spencer Nebel rep-
resented the city at the 
meeting, stating that 
the dam is the city’s sole 
source of water, and an 
inspection 10 years ago 
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The Waldport City Council voted unanimously in favor annexing Governor Pat-

terson Memorial State Recreation Site into the city limits to allow the city the 

option of providing the site with sanitary sewer service. The area outlined in blue 

is the land the council agreed to annex into the city. (Courtesy photo)

Ten county projects 
pitched for state funding
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BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

The Health Insur-
ance Portability and Ac-
countability Act of 1996 
does not prevent grocery 
stores, restaurants, bars 
or other businesses in Or-
egon from asking and ver-
ifying that customers are 
vaccinated for COVID-19 
before allowing them to 
enter without a mask.

Gov. Kate Brown an-

nounced May 13, follow-
ing supporting guidance 
from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion, that fully vaccinated 
people — those for whom 
its has been 14 days since 
receiving their final CO-
VID-19 vaccine dose — 
would no longer have to 
wear masks in most pub-
lic places.

According to new guide-

Businesses asking 
vaccination status 
isn’t HIPAA violation

OHA says proof required to 
go maskless at the store
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New quorum on the 
school board, mayor 
of Lincoln City

Two of four ballot measures fail

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

With about 7 percent of votes still out, we can clearly 
call most contested races on the ballot, including all open 
seats on the school board and mayor of Lincoln City.

There will be three new members of the Lincoln 
County School District Board of Directors come July 1. 
The sole incumbent in the race, Ron Beck, an 18-year 
veteran of the school board, was trailing all three chal-
lengers for his Zone 3 seat when the first results were 
released just after 8 p.m. Tuesday. There were almost 
2,500 between him and the top vote-getter out of 8,622 
votes counted.

Mike Rawles led with 3,712 votes, followed by Lance 
Vanderbeck with 2,035, Erica R. Wilson with 1,612, and 
Beck with 1,263.

In Zone 4, Peter Vince was leading Steven Vogel by a 
decisive 6,235 to 2,069, and in Zone 5, Senitila McKin-
ley similarly led Eric Goss 6,559 to 2,002.

Lincoln City has elected a new mayor. Following the 
December resignation of Dick Anderson, who was elect-
ed to the Oregon Senate, the city council opted to call 
an election to fill his seat for the remainder of his term, 
which expires Dec. 31, 2022. 

Susan Wahlke had a clear lead among five candidates 
who threw their hats into the ring. With 93 percent of 
votes counted, she carried 1,071. Current Lincoln City 
City Councilor Riley Hoagland trailed her at 616 votes, 
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