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BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — A team 
of researchers from the 
Hatfield Marine Science 
Center’s Marine Mam-
mal Institute plan to de-
part today (Wednesday) 
on a month-long research 
cruise to the Eastern Pa-
cific Gyre where it will 
search for a group of rare 
beaked whales that have 
never before been identi-
fied alive in the wild.

Formally known as the 

Beaked Whale Expedi-
tion to the Eastern Pacific 
Gyre, the cruise is part of 
a collaboration with Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration, 
which has contributed 
both scientists and equip-
ment to the expedition.

Oregon State Univer-
sity’s Marine Mammal 
Institute Director Lisa 

Ballance will lead a team 
of eight scientists from 
OSU and NOAA, as well 
as the ship’s crew, as they 
begin their search for 
the elusive marine mam-
mals sometime this week. 
OSU’s R/V Pacific Storm 
is expected to depart on 
the expedition today and 
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Sea otters were exterminated in the Pacific Northwest through overhunting 

during the 1700s and 1800s, but some animals are currently housed in captivity 

at the Oregon Coast Aquarium, among other locations. A new study suggests 

they could recover in Oregon if enough are re-introduced in the right places. 

(Photo by Jeremy Burke)

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

S
ea otters were ex-
terminated from 
the Oregon coast 

more than a century 
ago, and a draft study 
from a group promot-
ing their reintroduc-
tion suggests they could 
thrive here again.

The last known Or-
egon sea otter was shot 
in 1906 at Otter Rock. 
They were hunted to 
extirpation in the Pa-
cific Northwest during 
the previous two centu-
ries after millennia as a 
keystone species in the 
coastal ecosystem and 
important physical and 
cultural resource to In-
digenous residents.

The Elakha Alliance, 
a nonprofit formed in 
2020 by tribal leaders 
and conservationists, 
commissioned a study 
by six biologists on the 
feasibility of reintro-
ducing sea otters to the 
Oregon coast. Elakha is 
Chinook for sea otter, 
and the organization 
envisions re-establish-
ment of the species in 
the state within the next 
50 years.

The alliance’s study 
is separate from but 

Could otters come back?

Toledo 
approves 
urban 
renewal 

plan
BY MATHEW BROCK

Of the News-Times

TOLEDO — After sev-
eral months of planning 
and discussion, the To-
ledo City Council fully 
approved the city’s urban 
renewal plan after a pub-
lic hearing, with some 
final adjustments to ac-
commodate requests 
from other affected tax-
ing districts.

During the Wednes-
day, Aug. 25, meeting 
held via Zoom, the coun-
cil received a presenta-
tion from its urban re-
newal consultant, Elaine 
Howard, and considered 
requests from the Port of 
Toledo and the Greater 
Toledo Pool Recreation 
District to have input on 
any of the city of Toledo’s 
urban renewal projects 
before approving the 
plan.

Howard began her 
presentation by stressing 
that an urban renewal 
district does not create 
new taxes and instead 
reallocates existing taxes 
from taxing districts in 
the area. Much of that 
money will come from 
regular increases in a 
property’s assessed value 
made after the establish-
ment of the districts, 
which is diverted from 
the existing tax districts.

“The impact is for the 
other taxing districts, 
including the city itself. 
It does not provide new 
money, it just diverts 
funds that would nor-
mally go to those dis-
tricts that come from 
regular increase to as-
sessed value,” Howard 
said.

A “frozen” rate is cre-
ated by a tax assessor 
to establish what funds 
will continue to go to-

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

The lone occupant of a 
fishing vessel out of Coos 
Bay was saved by a re-
search ship after his boat 
rapidly sank west of New-
port.

Frank Akers, 70-year-
old owner and operator of 
the 50-foot F/V Lanola, 
said he was about 38 miles 
west of Newport heading 
eastbound in heavy seas 
at about 10 p.m. on Aug. 
28, when the first of a se-
ries of waves collided with 
his vessel, giving him only 

minutes to escape.
Akers said he believes 

the first wave that struck 
the vessel had a log in it 
because he heard a crash. 
After the second wave hit, 
he looked back and saw 
his stern go under. His 
bilge alarms went off and 
he radioed a mayday call.

“By the time I called 
mayday, my backdoor 
was halfway under,” Akers 
said, and before he knew 
it, the water reached his 
chest. He floated out of the 
wheelhouse and held on to 
his exhaust stack.

Because the boat sank 

so quickly, Akers said, he 
did not have time to re-
trieve his survival gear, 
which he always keeps on 

Fisherman saved by OSU vessel

The F/V Lanola 

sank Aug. 28 ap-

proximately 38 miles 

west of Newport. Its 

owner and sole oc-

cupant was rescued 

by an Oregon State 

University vessel on 

a research mission 

about a mile from his 

location. (Courtesy 

photo)
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Oregon State University’s research vessel Pacific Storm is set to depart Newport 

today (Wednesday) to search for a rare species of beaked whales in the Eastern 

Pacific Gyre. (Courtesy photo)

Oregon State researchers 
search for rare whales
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County 
hires 
seven 
new 
COVID 
workers

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

Inundated with new 
coronavirus cases, the 
county health depart-
ment added seven part-
time staff to help con-
duct investigations and 
contact tracing.

There were 110 new 
COVID-19 cases report-
ed to Lincoln County 
Public Health on Mon-
day, which includes 46 
results from Friday, 48 
from Saturday and 16 
from Sunday. Susan 
Trachsel, LCPH public 
information officer, said 
each case interview typi-
cally takes from 40-45 
minutes.

That means just 
the cases reported on 
Monday will take at 
least 73 person-hours 
to investigate — this 
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