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A great blue heron waits for its next meal for the waters of Beaver Creek north of Seal Rock. Whether poised at a river bend 

or cruising the coastline with slow, deep wingbeats, the great blue heron is a majestic sight. (Photo by Jeremy Burke)

Fishing at Beaver CreekDEQ chief 
abruptly 
resigns 

BY ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

The head of Oregon’s De-
partment of Environmental 
Quality resigned from the job 
this week, three months before 
his scheduled retirement. 

Richard Whitman, who led 
the agency since 2016, had an-
nounced in June that he would 
retire at the end of the year. 
Department spokesperson 
Harry Esteve said Whitman is 
resigning early due to personal 
reasons.

In his letter of resignation 
to Environmental Quality 
Commission Chair Kathleen 
George, Whitman said, “It has 
been a privilege to work with 
you and the rest of the EQC 
over the past six years. The 
department has accomplished 
much during this time, and 
I am confident that with a 
strong commission and an 
exceptional leadership team 
DEQ will continue to lead in 
protecting all of Oregon from 
environmental harms.” The 
governor-appointed commis-
sion oversees DEQ. 

Whitman’s last day in of-
fice was Sept. 21, according to 
an email George sent to DEQ 
staff on Tuesday. It said he 
would be on leave until his re-
tirement Sept. 30. 

“Richard has served Oregon 
well over his long career, and 
his time at DEQ has helped 
strengthen the agency,” she 
wrote.

Charles Boyle, a spokesper-
son for Gov. Kate Brown, said 
in an email that Brown was in-
formed of Whitman’s decision 
prior to George’s message to 
DEQ staff.

“She is supportive of the 
decision, and thanks Director 
Whitman for his years of ser-
vice to the state,” Boyle wrote.

In her email, George said 
the agency has begun a na-
tionwide recruitment effort for 
its next director. The commis-
sion will meet to discuss next 
steps and has appointed the 
agency’s deputy director, Leah 
Feldon, as acting director. Fel-
don has been deputy director 
for six years and has worked 
at the agency for 17 years, pri-
marily in the Office of Compli-
ance and Enforcement.

“I want to acknowledge up-

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

Newport City Council voted 
Monday to contribute the first 
five years of settlement pay-
ments from a nationwide opi-
oid lawsuit to the county’s first 
inpatient substance abuse re-
covery facility.

Samaritan Health Servic-
es and Pacific Communities 
Health District, the taxing 
entity that owns the Samar-
itan-operated Pacific Com-
munities Hospital in New-
port, announced in March 
that the district purchased 
a 4,600-square-foot former 
adult care home in a neighbor-
hood north of Yaquina Head 

to create the county’s first in-
patient substance abuse treat-
ment facility (the only 24-hour 
drug treatment facility in Lin-
coln County is a short-term de-
tox center in the Lincoln City 
area).

The closest inpatient facil-
ity for Newport residents is in 
Corvallis, and locals often have 
to travel much farther for an 
open bed. Samaritan already 
operates an inpatient rehab in 
Lebanon — Samaritan Treat-
ment and Recovery Services 
(STARS) — and aims to repli-
cate it under the STARS ban-
ner on the property where 
Biggs Street meets Northwest 
59th, formerly Graceland Care 
Home and before that a Meth-

odist church.
The building cost the district 

just less than $1 million, and 
it needs to raise an estimated 
$6 million in the next year or 
so for Samaritan providers to 
begin seeing patients in the 
proposed timeline, by March 
2024. The district hired Clark 
Kjos Architects, of Portland, in 
July to design the remodel of 
the existing building and the 
addition of 6,000 square feet 
for a commercial kitchen and 
medical exam room.

Samaritan executives and 
district board members have 
made the rounds among 
local municipalities and 

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

A research vessel launched 
from the NOAA dock at New-
port Wednesday to deploy 
buoys and other equipment to 
the Endurance Array, the Pa-
cific Northwest coastal compo-
nent of the Ocean Observato-
ries Initiative, a global network 
of sensors collecting data to 
study ocean change.

Oregon State University and 
the University of Washington 
jointly maintain Endurance, 
with OSU operating surface 
equipment and UW respon-
sible for components cabled 
on the seabed running to the 
shore.  

Visitors to South Beach last 
weekend likely caught sight 
of the 274-foot research ves-

Man allegedly 
attacks 
gas station 
employees

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

A 47-year-old Yachats resi-
dent was jailed Thursday after 
he allegedly assaulted a gas 
station manager and strangled 
an attendant in Waldport.

According to an affidavit 
of probable cause, a deputy 
with the Lincoln County Sher-
iff ’s Office was dispatched at 
around 11 a.m. Wednesday to 
the Shell Station on Highway 
101 in Waldport on a report of 
a male subject striking multi-
ple employees and customers 
at the location.

The station’s assistant man-
ager told deputies a man 
pulled in for gas and left his 
gas door locked, and when the 
pump attendant asked him to 
unlock it, the man got out of 
his vehicle and started curs-
ing at the attendant, according 
to the affidavit. The attendant 
told him he could “leave and 
go to the Chevron,” but the 
man got in his face and threat-
ened to beat him up. The as-
sistant manager said she came 
outside and got between them, 
at which point the man told 
her he would “kick her ass too.”

Newport to help fund new drug rehab

Cable array to study 
ocean upwelling
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The former adult foster care home on Biggs Street in Newport could open as an inpatient drug 

treatment facility by Spring 2024. (Courtesy photo)

Research buoys wait at the 

NOAA dock in Newport to be 

deployed as part of Endurance 

17, the 17th equipment replace-

ment run to large-scale sensor 

array about 40 miles off the 

coast of Newport. (Photo by 

Kenneth Lipp)


