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BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

WALDPORT — After 
10 years in the making, 
the waters off the shore of 
Lincoln County will soon 
be home to Oregon State 
University’s PacWave 
South project, one of the 
few open ocean wave en-
ergy testing facilities in 
the world. 

Members of the Pac-
Wave team and represen-
tatives from the Oregon 
Parks and Recreation 
Department provided 
an update on the proj-
ect’s current construction 
timeline and answered 
questions during two 
town hall meetings held 
via Zoom on Monday.

“We’re a globally rec-
ognized open ocean wave 
energy test facility. Basi-
cally, a site where devel-
opers of technology that 
will convert the energy 
of waves into electricity,” 
PacWave Deputy Direc-
tor Dan Hellin said. “We 

provide a facility where 
developers can test their 
wave energy convert-
ers — or WECs as they’re 
usually known. There are 
very few sites in the world 
where this capability ex-
ists.”

The project received 
its final lease approval 
in February and its final 
permitting approval from 
the federal government 
on March 1, putting an 
end to a 10-year approval 
process that began with a 
feasibility study in 2011 
and clearing the project 
to begin construction this 
summer.

“Permitting for a proj-
ect like this is a pretty 
intense process as you 
can imagine,” Hellin said. 
“There are a lot of state 
agencies, federal agen-
cies and stakeholders that 
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BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

LINCOLN COUNTY — 
Flooding. Cascadia. Wild-
fires. For a decade now, 
Lincoln County has had 
its own system to provide 
lifesaving information to 
the public when disaster 
strikes. 

There were concerns 
raised about emergency 
communication dur-
ing evacuations for the 
Echo Mountain wild-
fires last year. Highway 
101 through Lincoln City 

This was only a test

PacWave presents construction timeline

BY MICHAEL HEINBACH
Of the News-Times

YA C H A T S 
— The Yachats 
City Council 
hastily sched-
uled a special 
meeting dur-
ing its May 6 
work session/
regular meet-
ing to address 
the nearly im-
mediate need to again 
hire a new top adminis-
trator for the city.

What began as a work 
session review of 2021 
city council goals quickly 
turned to a discussion 
about Lee Elliott, who 
began his stint as inter-
im Yachats city manager 

on March 22. Elliott an-
nounced his intention 

to leave Yachats 
early next month 
to take employ-
ment in his na-
tive Texas. 

Elliott had 
been hired by the 
city to replace, 
on a temporary 
basis, Shannon 
Beaucaire, who 
left Yachats for a 

similar position with the 
city of Carlton in Yamhill 
County.

It didn’t take long for 
the council, guided by 
Councilor Ann Stott, to 
steer the discussion away 
from the topic at hand — 

Yachats interim 
manager leaving

YACHATS on Page A7

Lee Elliott

Councilor Stott: city in crisis mode

TEST on Page A10

Concept art shows what a completed PacWave South facility would look like, with subsea cables running 

from the offshore facility to a landing point and then an onshore facility connected to the local power grid. 
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Governor sets goal 
to eliminate risk 
levels for COVID
Lincoln County moving 
to moderate risk

BY MICHAEL HEINBACH
Of the News-Times

SALEM — Gov. Kate Brown’s press conference 
streamed live Tuesday afternoon wasn’t one of her 
usual COVID-19 pandemic updates. In fact, rather 
than issuing warnings about the spread of the po-
tentially deadly virus or a dreary report on recent 
COVID-19 numbers and hospitalizations statewide, 
Tuesday’s press conference featured a brief glimpse at 

RISK LEVELS on Page A7

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

During a May 3 joint 
work session of the New-
port City Council and 
Planning Commission, 
city consultants present-
ed new details on what 
could be the single cost-
liest element of the city’s 
transportation system 
plan.

As part of the 20-year 
plan currently in devel-
opment for Newport’s 
transit infrastructure re-
quired by Oregon State-
wide Planning Goal 12, 
the city is examining 
an extension to Harney 
Street to allow two-way 

Rough price estimate given 
for Harney Street extension

HARNEY on Page A9

In the Lincoln County Emergency Management office Friday, Emergency Man-

ager Jenny Demaris demonstrates the mapping component of the Lincoln 

Alerts emergency management software. (Photo by Kenneth Lipp)

An alignment sketch from DKS Associates shows the potential route of a new 

Harney Street extension.


