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BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

A Newport physician 
has filed a lawsuit, seek-
ing almost $20 million, 
that alleges Samaritan 
Pacific Communities 
Hospital management 
discriminated against 
him because of his status 
as a transgender man and 
his promotion of trans-
gender health services 
at the Newport medical 
facility, forcing him to re-
sign.

The Lund Report first 
reported Tuesday on the 
lawsuit by Dr. Gavin Shu-

mate, an obstetrician-
gynecologist currently in 
private practice who for-
merly worked in the hos-
pital’s Women’s Health 
Clinic, against the hospi-
tal and its parent Samari-
tan Health Services.

The 29-page complaint 
filed in Multnomah 
County Circuit Court — 
one of four counties in 
which Samaritan Health 
Services operates — al-
leges that Shumate was 

forced out of his posi-
tion of eight years in 
2019 through a contrived 
investigation. The suit 
seeks up to $9.7 million 
in economic and not less 
than $10 million in non-
economic damages.

“Defendants’ sum-
mary suspension and ul-
timate recommendation 
to revoke permanently 
all of plaintiff ’s hospi-
tal privileges was due 
in significant part to his 

transgender status and/
or his advocacy for the 
rights of trans persons to 
utilize SPCH as provider 
for trans health care,” the 
complaint reads.

Contacted regarding 
the lawsuit, Samaritan 
officials said in a state-
ment, “Although we will 
not comment specifically 
on this pending litiga-
tion, Samaritan Health 
Services does value the 
equity and inclusion of 

all persons, and is com-
mitted to treating every-
one with respect and dig-
nity, with the core goal 
of improving community 
health.”

According to the com-
plaint, after Shumate 
met in 2015 with former 
hospital CEO Dr. Da-
vid Bigelow regarding a 
“malicious transphobic 
email” written by another 
physician’s wife, he felt 
he had the support of 

hospital leadership and 
would be protected from 
discrimination.

The complaint alleges 
conflicts with adminis-
tration began in 2018 
under new CEO Dr. Les-
ley Ogden, who took the 
reins at the hospital after 
Bigelow’s retirement in 
2017. 

Shumate began to ad-
vocate that the hospital 
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Dialysis 
center to 
reopen 
under 
new 
provider

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

Samaritan Health 
Services expects to re-
open its Newport di-
alysis clinic under a new 
provider next month.

Dialysis patients of 
the former Fresenius 
clinic in Newport have 
had to travel elsewhere 
since October as a new 
provider prepared to 
take over. Dialysis is a 
treatment for people 
with end-stage kid-
ney disease, in which 
they spend three to five 
hours, three days a week 
connected to a hemo-
dialysis machine that 
filters toxins, waste and 
fluids from the body.

Samaritan officials 
said the Newport clinic 
began transitioning to a 
new outpatient dialysis 
service provider, DaVi-
ta, on Oct. 1.

“Patients and clini-
cians were notified of 
this change and were 
provided information 
about local dialysis op-
tions, including DaVita 
Dialysis in Lincoln City, 
pending the reopening 
of the Newport clinic 
at 957 SW Coast High-
way,” Samaritan said in 
a statement.

While closed to pa-
tients, the facility un-
derwent improvements, 
and new dialysis equip-
ment was installed. 

“The state conducted 
a survey of the clinic 
Dec. 20, which yielded 
no deficiencies, giving 
Samaritan and DaVita 
the ‘green light’ to begin 
seeing the first patient 
in the newly refurbished 

Omicron 

variant 

confirmed 

in Lincoln 

County
BY KENNETH LIPP

Of the News-Times

A highly contagious 
strain of COVID-19, 
first identified by South 
African doctors and 
now the most dominant 
strain in the United 
States, has been con-
firmed by public health 
in Lincoln County.

In its daily COVID-19 
update Wednesday, 
Lincoln County Public 
Health announced that 
samples from COVID-
positive patients taken 
on Dec. 13 and 17 had 
just returned as positive 
for the Omicron variant. 

“We are also seeing an 
increase in cases, likely 
due to holiday gather-
ings and the arrival of 
the Omicron variant in 
addition to the still cir-
culating Delta variant,” 
the health department 
said. “Our four-day av-
erage of cases has in-
creased significantly 
in the last week.  This 
could be a sign that the 
expected surge is begin-
ning. Lincoln County 
Public Health will be 
watching the data close-
ly.”

BY MATHEW BROCK AND 
KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

Many survivors of the Echo 
Mountain Complex fire will soon 
spend a second New Year’s Eve in 
limbo, housed in temporary set-
tings and unsure of when they’ll 
land in a permanent home.

The waves of fire that swept for 
days through Rose Lodge, Otis 
and the outskirts of Lincoln City 
in September 2020 burned about 

2,500 acres, a small fire in com-
parison to the more than 1.1 mil-
lion acres burned statewide that 
month, but it resulted in an out-
sized share of homes destroyed — 
almost 300 out of the 4,000 total 
in Oregon. The heaviest damage 
was in the community of Otis, 
which lost close to half its struc-
tures — mostly manufactured 
homes and low or fixed-income 
residents.

Thousands were temporarily 
displaced during several days of 

evacuations. Hundreds lost every-
thing but what they grabbed be-
fore they ran for their lives.

There’s no account of exactly 
how many people are still in some 
form of temporary housing 480 
days later. The Oregon Depart-
ment of Human Services, which 
assumed responsibility for emer-
gency housing after the Red Cross 
contract ended in January, count-
ed 87 wildfire survivors in 44 hotel 

BY SUSAN SCHUYTEMA
Of the News-Times

The Salmon Super-
Hwy project (SSH), a 
multi-year, multi-agen-
cy restoration project to 
remove barriers to fish 
passage and improve in-

frastructure, has made 
great progress in Tilla-
mook County since its 
inception in 2012.

This sweeping proj-
ect originated when 
some fisheries scientists 
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Removing barriers to fish passage
Salmon SuperHwy project is 

multi-agency restoration project
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In this photo from March, Rachelle McMaster and her daughter, Rose, look at the remains of their burned 

trailer at Salmon River Mobile Village, where 29 of 31 homes were destroyed in the Echo Mountain Complex 

fire. (News-Times file photo)

Through the 

Salmon SuperHwy 

project, work is 

being done to 

remove barriers so 

that migratory fish 

can freely move 

through the stream 

system and access 

the habitat they 

need for spawning. 

(Photo by Casey 

Felton)


