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BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

Toledo Mayor Rod 
Cross was one of three 
Oregon mayors to receive 
an annual leadership 
achievement award from 
the Oregon Mayor’s Asso-
ciation this year, speaking 
briefly about the award 
and thanking those who 
nominated him during a 
city council meeting on 
Wednesday, Aug. 4.

During the OMA’s an-
nual summer conference, 
held in North Bend July 
29 to 31, Cross received 

the annual award for the 
“medium” size city cat-
egory.

“Ten people nominat-
ed Mayor Cross for this 
award, all of whom ap-
plauded him for his un-
wavering commitment 
to the city of Toledo, his 
ability to effectively find 
common ground on all 
issues, and his kind and 
welcoming demeanor,” an 
Aug. 5 press release from 
the OMA reads.

The OMA credits 
Cross’s work leading the 
Arts Revitalization of To-
ledo Initiative; working 
with Toledo city coun-
cilors to balance their 
work and personal time; 
helping the community 
find common ground on 
issues; having the city 
assists victims of the 
Echo Mountain Complex 
fire; and promoting the 
growth of local business 
in a way that meets To-

ledo’s needs.
At the end of the Aug. 

4 council meeting, Cross 
took time to thank those 
who supported him for 
the award, but said most 
of the credit should go to 
the council, city staff and 
Toledo residents.

“This award is truly a 
town award. This is an 
award for all of us, this 
team and our citizens,” 
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‘Dramatic 

epidemic 

expansion’

Analysis 
confirms 
presence 
of highly 
contagious 
delta variant

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

There were more 
new COVID-19 cases 
reported in Lincoln 
County the first nine 
days of August than 
during all of July, local 
hospitalizations are as 
high as they have ever 
been during the pan-
demic, and analysis 
has confirmed the local 
presence of the highly 
contagious delta vari-
ant.

“I wish I had better 
news. But the news is 
grim,” Florence Pour-
tal, director of Lincoln 
County Public Health, 
told the Lincoln County 
Board of Commission-
ers during its regular 
meeting Monday. There 
have been 110 new CO-
VID cases in the county 
since Aug. 1 — there 
were 103 during all of 
last month.

She said there were 
40 cases reported to 
the health department 
Monday morning, in-
cluding those from the 
weekend, and staff was 
“under water” and on 
surge mode with case 
investigations and con-
tact tracing.

Pourtal said the past 
month’s “dramatic epi-
demic expansion” was 
most likely due to a 
combination of the 
delta variant’s spread, 
increased social mix-
ing and the lifting of 
the state mask mandate 
June 30. 

There was already 
circumstantial evidence 

Countywide 

burn ban to 

take effect 

on Friday
BY MATHEW BROCK

Of the News-Times

In response to increas-
ingly dangerous fire con-
ditions this year, Lincoln 
County will soon institute 
a countywide burn ban, 
bolstering several exist-
ing bans instituted by 
state agencies last week.

The Lincoln County 
Fire Defense Board an-
nounced Friday, Aug. 6, 
that a complete burn ban 
will take effect county-
wide starting Friday, Aug. 
13, which will prohibit all 
outdoor debris burning 
and recreational fires un-
til further notice.

Several fire bans from 
other entities are al-
ready in effect, with fires 
banned on all Oregon 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and Oregon State 
Parks land east of Inter-
state 5 announced Aug. 
4.

The state parks’ ban ex-
tends to all beaches, state 
campgrounds and coastal 
day-use recreational ar-
eas from Lincoln County 
to the California border 
and prohibits all wood, 
charcoal briquette, can-
dle and tiki torch fires, 
as well as fires from any 
other materials or de-
vices that emit flames or 
embers. Propane stoves 
and other cooking de-
vices that have a shutoff 
valve are currently still 
allowed.

Those caught flouting 
the bans can be cited for 
reckless burning, which 
can be accompanied by 
a fine and jail time, and 
violators will be held re-
sponsible for any sup-
pression efforts, such as 
the mobilization of fire-
fighters.

According to a press 
release from the Lincoln 
County Fire Defense 
Board issued Friday, 
Oregon is entering its 
second consecutive dry 
summer, and the upcom-
ing burn ban is meant to 
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BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

A 
group of neighbors living on the Salmon 
River in north Lincoln County have been 
working diligently to clear the nearby wa-

terway and surrounding marshland of all sorts of 
long-forgotten refuse, with their latest project be-
ing to remove hundreds of old tires and other junk 
from a swampy area near the river.

Beth Littlewulf, neighbors Ken Sund and Bob 
Glanville, and other volunteers recently removed 
more than 200 tires from a marshy embankment 
near their homes by the river. They were originally 
expecting to pull out around 50, but soon realized 
there were nearly four times as many to excavate 
from the ground.

Dan Price, another neighbor participating in the 
cleanup, had access to an excavator, and over the 
course of a few days, the cleanup crew was able 

Tires pulled from Salmon River
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BY MICHAEL HEINBACH
Of the News-Times

WALDPORT — After a 
little more than an hour 
of spitballing during an 
Aug. 5 special meeting 
of the Central Oregon 
Coast Fire & Rescue Dis-
trict Board of Directors, 
board members agreed 
not to ask district prop-

erty owners for a tax in-
crease to support the fire 
department on the Nov. 
2 special election bal-
lot. However, a property 
tax levy increase appears 
likely in the not-so-dis-
tant future.

During last Thurs-
day evening’s sparsely-

Fire district to seek levy renewal
COCFR won’t ask for increase, 
but tax could rise in future

COCFR on Page A8

Central Oregon Coast Fire & Rescue District Chief 

Jamie Mason speaks during an Aug. 5 meeting of 

the district’s board of directors in Waldport. Mason 

told the board the district’s greatest need is ad-

ditional firefighting personnel. (Photo by Michael 

Heinbach)

Volunteers recovered more than 200 tires from a 

marshy area near the Salmon River and are still in 

the process of disposing of them.

Dan Price operates an excavator recently to help remove tires from swampy terrain near the Salmon River. 

(Courtesy photos)


