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Alleged July 4 rioters’ trials to be split, rescheduled
BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

Six Washington state
residents scheduled to go
to trial at the end of the
month on charges stemming from an incident

July 4, 2020 on a Lincoln
City beach will be tried in
groups no greater than
two on now-undetermined dates.
In a Nov. 3 email, Lincoln County Circuit Court
Judge Amanda Benjamin

notified defense counsel
for Anatoliy Kachankov,
Gennadiy
Kachankov,
Yuriy Kachankov, Andrey
Zaytsev, Andrey Leonchik
and Oleg Saranchuk that
there was no way the court
could hold a trial for all

six men together beginning Nov. 30, as was preliminarily scheduled. She
asked attorneys to provide
their availability through
March 2022 and estimated time needed to present
their case for discussion

at a Nov. 15 trial readiness
hearing.
A seventh defendant,
Ruslan Tkachenko, did
not appear at the August
2020 arraignment, in
which the others pleaded
not guilty, or for subse-

quent hearings, and there
is an active bench warrant
for his arrest.
All seven men are
charged with one Class C
felony count of rioting and
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Crab season to begin Dec. 1
BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

Whether it’s been
high domoic acid levels, low meat yield or
extended price negotiations, the annual opening of Oregon’s commercial crab season has
seen nothing but delays
for more than half a decade — until now.
For the first time in
six years, Oregon’s commercial crab season is
set to begin without
delay following low
domoic acid and high
meat yield indicated by
tests conducted by the
Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife earlier in the month.
Commercial
crab
vessels and their crews
can begin setting their
gear as soon as this
Sunday, Nov. 28, for the
pre-soak period, after
which they’ll be able to
pull in their first hauls
of the season on Dec.
1, assuming weather
CRAB on Page A1

Seal Rock
Fire meeting
Season to open without delay for first time in six years shows district
in disarray
Ewing promoted
from consultant
to acting chief
BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

Andrew Smith prepares a crab pot for the upcoming commercial crabbing season that is set to open Dec.
1 thanks to low demoic acid levels and high meat yield this year. Assuming price negotiations or rough
weather don’t delay the start, this will be the first time the season has opened on time in six years. (Photo
by Mathew Brock)

Supreme Court upholds half of redistricting plan
BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

The Oregon Supreme
Court upheld district
maps adopted by the
state legislature for its
own districts, as Oregon
approaches what could be
a first election cycle with
six seats in the U.S. House
of Representatives and

Decisions expected Wednesday on
U.S. House map lawsuit
a change in districts for
Lincoln County, depending on the outcome of a
separate lawsuit.
The Oregon Legislature passed two bills in
September
redrawing

districts for state senators
and representatives, as
well changing boundaries in U.S. Congressional
districts that see Lincoln
County moved to the 4th
from the 5th District and

the creation of a sixth that
splits the district of sitting Rep. Kurt Schrader,
the 5th.
Separate lawsuits were
filed against the bills, one
of which was still pending

as of press time Tuesday.
Two petitioners sued to
nullify the adopted map
of state legislative districts, SB 882 — one in its
entirety, which also asked
for it to be replaced with
an “Equitable Map Oregon,” and another challenging changes to the
PLAN on Page A9

A RARE VISITOR

Wild sea otter spotted near Yaquina Head
BY KENNETH LIPP

A sea otter floats on
his back offshore at
Yaquina Head last
weekend. The one-time
Oregon natives have
not had a full-time
population in the state
since they were exterminated by fur hunters
at the beginning of the
20th century, but visiting animals are occasionally sighted. (Photo
by Chris Baker)

Of the News-Times

YAQUINA HEAD —
Wildlife lovers and photographers were in thrall
last weekend as a playful
marine mammal that
has not lived wild in Oregon in 115 years paid a
rare visit to rocky headlands in north Newport.
There is no permanent, wild sea otter
population in Oregon,
though they were at
one time abundant and
might make a comeback

During a rescheduled
regular meeting held
Thursday, Nov. 18, Seal
Rock Rural Fire Protection District board
member/treasurer Paul
Rimola described a district in disarray, with
unpaid bills abruptly
draining the district’s
bank account, equipment left unmaintained
and Seal Rock firefighters spending most of
their time working outside the district.
Despite a 45-minute
presentation on those issues, the night’s discussion repeatedly strayed
toward the board’s controversial
consultant,
William Ewing, who by
the end of the meeting
was promoted to acting
interim chief by the majority of the board. That
vote followed protest
by board member Tina
Fritz, who felt the rest of
the board was instructing Ewing to act outside
his consultant role.
Rimola kicked off the
meeting with an 11-page
report on the “state of
the district,” which included evaluations of
the district’s five-year
plan, its insurance collection efforts, the state
of its hydrants and facilities, district funding,
non-payment issues, an
ongoing audit, the district’s intergovernmental agreement with Central Oregon Coast fire
and several other topics.
Rimola
attributed
many of the issues
at the district to
mismanagement
on
the part of former chief
Tom Sakaris, whom
the board terminated
from his position in
September before hiring
Ewing as a consultant to
reorganize the district
as the board searched
for an interim chief.
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