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BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — During the final 
school board meeting prior to the 
first day of class, the district su-
perintendent discussed develop-
ing COVID safety protocols for a 
five-day-a-week school year.

Superintendent Karen Gray 
told the Lincoln County School 
District Board of Directors dur-
ing its regular meeting Tuesday, 
Aug. 10, held in the Teaching 
and Learning Center in New-
port, that her executive team had 
already decided to make masks 
optional when Gov. Kate Brown 
announced at the end of July that 
they would be required indoors at 
all schools statewide.

Most of the “Ready Schools, Safe 
Learners Resiliency Framework,” 
which replaced the previous Or-
egon Department of Education 
COVID-19 safety guidelines, is 

advisory rather than mandatory, 
and that originally included mask 
wearing.

“I’ll just remind the board of 
the facts, which is that when the 
state is in a health crisis, which 
the state is in, the governor gets to 
have an executive order, it is law, 
and you follow it,” she said. “As 
much as people would like to tell 

you maybe you have an opportu-
nity to countermand that law, you 
don’t … school boards and super-
intendents follow the executive 
orders and mandates of the gov-
ernor.”

She said she was shocked 
when the mandate was an-

Governor 
reinstates 
mask 
mandate

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

With the number of 
statewide hospitalizations 
higher and increasing 
faster than any time dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic, masks will again 
be required in indoor 
public spaces beginning 
Friday, Aug. 13.

Gov. Kate Brown an-
nounced her impending 
executive order during a 
press conference Wednes-
day with Oregon Health 
Authority Director Pat-
rick Allen and State Epi-
demiologist Dr. Dean 
Sidelinger. 

Brown said the day pri-
or there were 2,300 new 
COVID-19 cases in the 
state, the highest daily 
total since the beginning 
of the pandemic. Daily 
hospitalizations are also 
at record highs, and some 
health regions have five or 
fewer intensive care beds 
available, Brown said.

“These numbers are 
because of the delta vari-
ant,” she said. The latest 
modeling from the health 
authority and Oregon 
Health and Science Uni-
versity shows that “with-
out new safety measures, 
hospitalizations will com-
pletely overwhelm our 
doctors and our nurses in 
the coming weeks” — the 
state could be 500 beds 
short of the number need-
ed to treat all patients by 
September, the governor 
said.

“That’s why, moving 
forward for the imme-
diate future, masks will 
be required in all indoor 
public settings, effec-
tive this Friday, Aug. 13,” 
Brown said. “I know Ore-
gonians are tired of wear-
ing masks. I certainly am 
too. But every time some-
one wears a mask, that’s 
one more unvaccinated 
kid we’re protecting. That 
mask could keep your 
best friend or loved one 
out of the hospital.”

Brown called the latest 
OHA and OHSU model-
ing “a disappointing re-
minder that we still have 
dark days ahead.”

OHA Director Allen 

Lincoln City 
evacuation 
plan draft up 
for review

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

LINCOLN CITY — Following the Echo Moun-
tain Complex fire last year and the difficulties it 
brought to light regarding evacuation routes in 
Lincoln City, city staff have been working to de-
velop an updated evacuation to prepare for future 
emergencies.

The new plan is meant to accommodate any 
emergency, whether it’s another wildfire, a tsunami 
or a major earthquake, and the most recent draft 
was posted publicly two weeks ago.  

City staff will be taking input from the public un-
til Aug. 31, giving Lincoln City residents a chance 
to weigh in on some of the challenges the city faces 
when it comes to establishing safe, organized evac-
uation routes.

Lincoln City Emergency Preparedness Coordina-

School superintendent 
discusses fall safety protocols

Waldport 
literacy center 
announces 
activity ‘pause’

BY MICHAEL HEINBACH
Of the News-Times

WALDPORT —Mayor Greg Holland began Tues-
day evening’s Waldport City Council’s open topic 
special meeting at city hall by reading a statement 
from the city council regarding the city’s recent con-
flict with a local nonprofit entity that’s played out 
publically since mid-July on social media.

“The council is aware of citizen concerns over the 
issues with Seashore Family Literacy, and the fence 
and other issues,” Holland said. “While we await a 
response from the Seashore group on the diposition 
of the fence, it is the city’s practice to not comment 
on any current code enforcement issues with a third 
party, and respecting the rights of Seashore Family 
Literacy, will not do so here. We greatly value Sea-
shore’s tremendous contributions to the community 
and will only say we have no plans to initiate any 

Excessive 

heat expected 

this weekend

Heat warning 

to last until 

Saturday night

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

Another heat wave is 
expected to hit Lincoln 
County this weekend, 
with the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric 
Administration issuing 
an excessive heat alert 
Wednesday afternoon 
that will last until 10 
p.m. Saturday.

The alert, issued 
around 4 p.m. Wednes-
day, warns of high tem-
peratures from 90 to 
100 degrees and lows in 
from 60-70 degrees for 
areas in the northern 
and central coast range. 
However, forecasts from 
the National Weather 
Service indicate that 
most coastal cities in 
Lincoln County will re-
main relatively cool due 
to cloudy weather and 
fog.

The NOAA and NWS 
current forecasts show 
expected highs for New-
port and Yachats hitting 
66 degrees Friday and 
Saturday, while Lincoln 
City will be moderately 
hotter with an expected 
69-degree high. Farther 
inland, Toledo and Siletz 
are both expected to sur-
pass 80-degree highs, 
with temperatures only 
increasing further in-
land and with higher el-
evation.

The NWS also issued 
a red flag warning af-
fecting Lincoln County 
early Wednesday after-
noon, noting unstable 
conditions and extreme 
weather lasting from 11 
a.m. Thursday to 10 p.m. 
Friday. A combination of 
low humidity, high tem-
peratures, high winds 
and isolated thunder-
storms will increase fire 
danger from the Cas-
cades to the coast.

The countywide burn 
ban scheduled to take 
effect today (Friday) was 
moved up to Wednesday 
afternoon in response to 
the weather conditions, 
and it prohibits all recre-
ational and debris burn-
ing in Lincoln County 
until further notice. 

Fires are also current-
ly banned in all Oregon 
State Park and U.S. Bu-
reau of Land Manage-
ment properties, includ-
ing all Oregon beaches, 
beachside campgrounds 
and recreational areas 
from Lincoln County to 
the California Border.

For the latest county 
fire information, go to 
https://www.co.lincoln.
or.us/emergencyman-
agement/page/seasonal-
hazards-wildfire.
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Superintendent Karen Gray discusses safety protocols for the com-

ing school year during the Lincoln County School District Board of 

Directors meeting Aug. 10.

The Alsea Bay Bridge is pictured from the south side of the bay, with the Bayshore subdivision visible in 

the background. This bridge is actually the second one constructed at this location. The original bridge 

was opened to traffic in 1936, but by the mid-1980s, the decision was made to replace the bridge due to 

severe deterioration. This new bridge, built at a cost of $42.4 million, was opened to traffic in 1991, and 

shortly after that, the old bridge was brought down with a series of explosions. (Photo by Jeremy Burke)
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Chinook 
Winds 
closes due 
to COVID

The Siletz Tribal Coun-
cil announced on Thurs-
day that all operations at 
Chinook Winds Casino 
Resort in Lincoln City, 
including the golf course, 
would close effective at 6 
p.m. that day. 

This action was taken 
“in the interest of public 
health and safety, in the 
face of COVID-19 and 
the delta variant,” a post 
on the casino’s website 
stated.

The casino has a goal of 
reopening Aug. 26.


