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FISH ART: ‘A SWEET LITTLE CIRCLE’
SEE...A & E PAGE B1

FRENCH CLAIMS CHAMPIONSHIP
SEE…COMMUNITY PAGE B12

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — The 
owner of a Seal Rock 
pizza parlor tested the 
patience of a Lincoln 
County judge during his 
status hearing on Mon-
day. 

Following his arraign-
ment in Lincoln Coun-
ty Circuit Court last 
month, Kurt Lent, of 

Newport, owner of the 
currently closed Under-
ground Pizza Network 
restaurant in Seal Rock, 
sent nine-page certified 
letters to four Lincoln 
County judges.

Lent is charged with a 
misdemeanor for alleg-
edly operating his pizza 
parlor without obtaining 
the legally required li-
cense from the health de-
partment (tinyurl.com/
kuc2rwv4). He started 
running the restaurant 
in January, taking over 
and renaming a previ-
ous pizza place, and 
quickly gained public 
attention with signs that 
threatened to prosecute 

and sue public health of-
ficials attempting to en-
force “unconstitutional 
mandates.”

In a series of letters to 
Lincoln County Environ-
mental Health, which is 
locally responsible for 
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Catching waves in Boiler Bay
Dan Hasselschwert, owner of Ossies Surf Shop in Newport, catches some waves earlier this month in Boiler Bay, located at the north end of Depoe Bay. This is a 

seldom surfed, “experts only” location for enthusiasts of the sport due to the fact that the waves break over a rock shelf, and there is an abundance of seaweed in 

the area that can snag the fins on surfboards. Also, access is very limited and not easy to get to. (Photo by Jeremy Burke)

Underground Pizza Network owner back in court 

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — Desiree 
Buttram, 28, of Eugene, 
was arrested and charged 
by Newport Police Tues-
day night for stealing a 
vehicle from a Newport 
residence and subse-

quently leading officers 
on a chase up and down 
Highway 101.

According to a prob-
able cause affidavit filed 
by the Newport Police 
Department on Wednes-
day, a call was received 
from the vehicle owner’s 
neighbor, stating a 1998 

tan Mercedes sedan had 
been stolen from a resi-
dence in the 1000 block 
of Southwest 10th Street. 
Officers were dispatched 
and advised the vehicle 
was last seen heading 
south on Highway 101. 

Police chase driver of 
stolen car in Newport

Recount possible 

in Seal Rock 

Fire District race

BY MICHAEL HEINBACH
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — There 
are only a few scenarios 
in which a 30-percent 
success rate is considered 
a positive. For example, 
professional baseball 
players are often named 
all-stars when they aver-

age three hits for every 10 
at-bats. 

Earlier this week, Lin-
coln County came just 
shy of posting a nearly 
30 percent voter turn-
out rate for the May 18 
special district election. 
According to a second 
ballot count, posted at 
about 9:45 p.m. election 
day, the office of Lincoln 
County Clerk Dana Jen-
kins counted 11,342 bal-
lots, which penciled out 
to a turnout rate of 29.66 
percent with an estimat-

ed 99 percent of ballots 
counted.

“It would be nice if that 
turnout number was a 
bit higher, but I think 
what we did was pretty 
good for this type of elec-
tion,” Jenkins told the 
News-Times on Thursday 
morning. 

Just six days prior to 
election day, Jenkins re-
ported his office had only 
received about 7,000 bal-
lots from the approxi-

Election sees nearly 30 
percent voter turnout

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

LINCOLN CITY — Five 
candidates stepped up 
to the plate to vie for the 
position of Lincoln City 
Mayor during the May 18 
special election, and now 
that most of the votes have 
been counted, it’s clear Su-
san Wahlke will fill the seat 
for the next 18 months.

“I want to thank the 
voters of Lincoln City for 
electing me mayor, and I 
look forward to the next 
year and a half,” Wahlke 
told News-Times staff. 

“I’m honored and appre-
ciate all the support I’ve 
had, as well as the voters 
that came out.”

With 99 percent of votes 
counted as of Thursday, 
Wahlke showed as the 
clear winner at 1,159 votes, 
the closest runner up be-
ing City Councilor Riley 
Hoagland at 703. Wahlke 
will be sworn in after the 
Lincoln County Clerk’s Of-
fice ratifies the votes on 
June 1 at the closest city 
council meeting, which 
is expected to be June 15. 
Lincoln City’s voter turn-
out for this election was 

about 38 percent, com-
pared to roughly 30 per-
cent turnout countywide. 

Wahlke has lived in 
north Lincoln County for 
30 years and previously 
served four years on the 
city council representing 
Ward 1 and on the city’s 
budget committee. She 
worked 30 years as a legal 
secretary before retiring 
and worked for the city at-
torney and chief of police 
from 1992 and 1995.

Wahlke ran against for-
mer mayor Dick Anderson 

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

With new members 
in the majority, there 
are likely to be changes 
when the Lincoln County 
School District Board of 
Directors meets in July.

The district is divid-

ed into five geographic 
zones, with one board 
director for each. Board 
members must reside in 
their zone, but they rep-
resent and are elected by 
all Lincoln County voters. 

The board controls the 
largest local government 
budget in Lincoln Coun-

ty, with a total proposed 
2021-22 investment of 
$145.37 million and a $75 
million General Fund.

Two sitting members 
did not file for the May 18 
election — Zone 4 Direc-
tor Jenny Demaris and 

Wahlke takes five-way 
Lincoln City mayor race

Change is coming to 
county school board
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Kurt Lent, left, 

listens to attorney 

David Arganian 

address Judge 

Thomas Branford 

during an early 

resolution confer-

ence at the Lincoln 

County Courthouse 

on May 17. (Photo 

by Kenneth Lipp)


