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IRISH EYES ARE SMILING
SEE...COMMUNITY PAGE B1

BRINGING BACK THE CINEMA
SEE…BUSINESS PAGE B12

BY MICHAEL HEINBACH
Of the News-Times

YACHATS — With 
a major compromise 
reached, the Yachats City 
Council gave preliminary 
approval of a long-in-
the-works outdoor light-
ing ordinance during the 
council’s April 1 meeting 
held virtually via Zoom.

Following a lengthy 
and public hearing and 
discussion on the issue, 
Councilor Ann Stott sug-
gested a compromise that 
would help the coun-
cil move past its major 
stumbling block regard-
ing the regulations — the 
proposed banning of ma-

rine lighting. 
Marine lighting, as de-

fined in the ordinance, 
is light that illuminates 
the ocean near the surf, 
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BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — U.S Sen. 
Ron Wyden broadcast a 
virtual town hall from the 
News-Times office April 2, 
taking live questions from 
Lincoln County residents 
and elected officials with 
a heavy focus on disaster 
recovery.

The senator appeared 
taken aback to learn that 
the Salmon River Mobile 
Village community in Otis, 
where 29 of 31 homes were 
destroyed by the Echo 
Mountain Complex fire, 
had not yet been cleared of 
debris after almost seven 
months.

State Rep. David 
Gomberg raised the issue 
in a comment on the live 
Facebook feed, noting that 
the Oregon Department 
of Transportation began 
work at the site last week 

Wyden holds town hall

WYDEN on Page A6

Gomberg 

‘wishlists’ 

funding 

for eight 

county 

projects
BY MATHEW BROCK

Of the News-Times

Oregon is receiving 
$5.8 billion as part of 
the American Rescue 
Plan Act, $2.6 billion 
of which will go toward 
augmenting the state’s 
budget and the rest go-
ing to cities and coun-
ties to fund grants for 
families and businesses, 
according to a press re-
lease issued Monday by 
State Rep. David Gom-
berg’s office. 

Around $700 million 
of those ARPA funds are 
on the table for various 
infrastructure, econom-
ic relief and develop-
mental projects across 
the state, and this week, 
Gomberg and the rest 
of Oregon’s state repre-
sentatives and senators 
submitted proposals on 
how to best use it.

Gomberg submitted 
12 projects he thought 
could make a critical 
difference in the dis-
trict, eight of which 
are located in Lincoln 
County. He noted it’s 
unlikely all 12 would 
be funded, but putting 
them all up for consid-
eration would be the 
best way to see what 
the state would be will-
ing to fund. He referred 
to the 12 projects as a 
“wishlist” due to the un-
certainty of how proj-
ects will be selected for 
ARPA funding.

“There are a lot of 
uncertainties here be-
cause this is all brand 
new,” Gomberg told the 
News-Times. “We sub-
mitted our requests, 
which in total was 
around $40 million in 
requests for the dis-
trict, but we don’t know 
when the decisions will 
be made or how they 
will be made. I’ve taken 
the extra step of pulling 
some of the capital con-
struction items on this 
list, the water dam and 
sewer projects, that are 
critical, and I am also 
putting them on the list 
to be considered for the 
lottery bonds as well.”

Gomberg noted some 
of the projects are get-
ting close to becoming 
emergencies, but added 
that he’s been pursu-
ing multiple avenues of 
funding for them. The 
one-time ARPA funds 
could help free up more 
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Yachats approves lighting ordinance
Limits, but doesn’t ban ‘marine lighting’

This graphic provides 

examples of accept-

able outdoor lighting 

under a proposed city 

of Yachats lighting 

ordinance, which the 

council gave prelimi-

nary approval to dur-

ing its April 1 regular 

business meeting. 

(Courtesy photo)
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BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

The Lincoln County School District plans to have 
students in all grades in classrooms four days a week 
starting April 19.

According to an update Monday from Superinten-
dent Karen Gray, the change from hybrid classes to 
a full-time, on-site schedule is possible due to new 
guidance from the Oregon Department of Education 
that requires schools in “green” zone counties, where 
there are fewer than 200 new COVID-19 cases per 
100,000 residents in the previous 14 days, to main-
tain 3 feet of physical distance between students, as 
opposed to 6 feet. 

The new guidance also eliminates the requirement 
to have 35 square feet for every person in a given 
space.

High schoolers are scheduled to begin hybrid class-
es, with two days on campus, starting April 12 and 
transition with the rest of the student body the fol-
lowing week. All students will then go to campuses 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

The announcement came the day before Lincoln 
County received word it would be moved to the “high 
risk” category in the state’s public health framework 

‘Full time’ classes 
start April 19
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BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — The 
Newport City Council on 
Monday continued until 
May 3 a public hearing 

on whether to cede city 
right-of-way on South-
west Second Street, 
across Highway 101 from 
City Hall, for use by a 
developer, after Lincoln 
County officials — as well 

as the county’s planning 
director, who testified on 
the matter in a private 
capacity — asked it to hit 
the brakes.

County urges Newport to halt 
street vacation process

VACATION on Page A8

An aerial photograph facing northwest shows a triangle at the intersection of 

Southwest Angle and Second streets with Highway 101. A developer has asked 

the Newport City Council to vacate its right-of-way on the northern section of 

that triangle for the constriction of a driveway to a new drive-thru coffee busi-

ness. (Photo by Casey Felton)

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden stands outside the News-Times office April 2 after broadcasting a town hall for Lin-

coln County residents from the newspaper’s conference room. (Photo by Jeremy Burke)


