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Birders question 

officials’ inaction

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

NEWPORT — Only 
one out of four orphaned 
chicks in a falcon eyrie at 
Yaquina Head was res-
cued alive, and it’s unclear 
why a plan to rappel down 
to the last bird remaining 
in the nest was aborted by 
officials.

A well-known and long-
established peregrine fal-
con eyrie on a cliff above 
the parking lot at the Ya-
quina Head Outstanding 
Natural Area Interpretive 
Center hosted four chicks 
this spring, and a Bureau 

of Land Management 
camera’s livestream of the 
nest was broadcast 24/7 
on the Friends of Yaquina 
Lighthouses’ website.

The web feed was pop-
ular, drawing more than 
150,000 views in the sev-
eral weeks it was live, and 
a group of dedicated bird-
watchers who have long 
observed falcons at the 
site with spotting scopes 
and cameras kept careful 
tabs on the livestream. 

They watched as the 
male adult took over full 
feeding duties after the 
mother disappeared on 
May 21, and shared con-
cern about his capacity 

to satisfy the need usually 
met by both parents. 

On June 11, the father 
disappeared, and by the 
end of the following week, 
only one chick survived. It 
first fell to a grassy ledge 
just below its eyrie the 
afternoon of June 16 and 
was recovered by Oregon 
Coast Aquarium Animal 
Care Director Jim Burke 
the next morning once it 
fell far enough to be re-
trieved from the ground. 
It received immediate 
treatment at the aquari-
um and was transported 
to Cascades Raptor Cen-
ter in Eugene.

Louise Shimmel, the 

raptor refuge’s executive 
director, said when the 
chick, which she believes 
is female, arrived on 
June 17, it was “extremely 
emaciated.” That’s a chal-
lenging circumstance for 
rehabilitation, Shimmel 
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A seagull giving off some serious summer vibes enjoys the sunshine and searches for a bite to eat late 

last week at the new dock at the Port of Alsea in Waldport. Although the coastal fog settled in over 

the weekend, forecasters are calling for mostly sunny weather once again as we move closer to the 

weekend. (Photo by Michael Heinbach)

Summer arrives

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

TOLEDO — The To-
ledo City Council got 
heated during its regular 
meeting on Wednesday, 
June 16, as council mem-
bers debated whether or 
not to spend $5.5 million 

on a new public safety 
building to house the To-
ledo Police Department 
and touched on other 
ways to spend $19 million 
in urban renewal funds 
generated over the next 
few years.

After the council ap-
proved the creation of 

an urban renewal agency 
during its May 10 meet-
ing, city staff put together 
10 projects they recom-
mended the council pur-

sue, which the council 
reviewed last Wednes-
day. Those projects total 
around $10.6 million, 
leaving around $8.5 mil-

lion for other projects.
The first and most ex-

pensive project on that list 
was to build a new public 
safety building, which 
would house the Toledo 
Police Department and 
could provide room for an 
expanded dispatch center 
that Toledo Mayor Rod 

Cross hopes could service 
all of Lincoln County.

For that purpose, how-
ever, the new building 
would need to meet the 
modern safety standards 
to be able to withstand 
a 9.0 earthquake, add-

A sign 
of the 
times?
Yachats approves 

creative workforce 

housing solution

BY MICHAEL 
HEINBACH

Of the News-Times

YACHATS — It’s pos-
sibly a sign of things 
to come, but it’s most 
certainly a sign of the 
times. 

Following a public 
hearing last week, the 
Yachats Planning Com-
mission voted 5-1 to ap-
prove a conditional use 
permit for the owner-
ship group of the city’s 
Fireside Lodge and 
Overleaf Motel to create 
a five-space RV area on 
1.89 acres of the prop-
erty in order provide 
housing for the resorts’ 
workforce.  

During the public 
hearing on the matter at 
the planning commis-
sion’s June 15 work ses-
sion and regular meet-
ing, applicant Drew 
Roslund, owner and 
general manager of the 
Fireside and Overleaf, 
provided reasons he 

Newport adopts fire 
closure ordinance

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

The Lincoln County Board of Commissioners on 
Monday declared the county’s first ever “drought 
watch.”

County Counsel Wayne Belmont told commission-
ers during their regular virtual meeting the recom-
mendation grew out of an informal drought working 
group organized by Commissioner Kaety Jacobson.

He said the most recent meeting of the group was 

well attended by representatives of area water utili-
ties. Belmont noted there are 53 different purveyors 
of water in the county, ranging from large city-run 
systems to private districts with a few dozen custom-
ers.

“In the meeting today we had a lengthy discus-
sion on the timing of the drought declaration, and I 
say that because it’s pretty inevitable,” Belmont said. 
Given increasingly dry conditions earlier than usual 
and indications that the trend will worsen, he said he 
anticipated asking commissioners to make a formal 
declaration of a drought during their next regular 
meeting, June 28.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, south Lin-
coln County is already in a state of severe drought, 

BioBlitz: 

a citizen 

science 

effort
BY SUSAN 

SCHUYTEMA
Of the News-Times

Exploring Oregon 
coastal waters and tide 
pools is not only a fun 
activity, it can help local 
scientists document bio-
diversity as well as detect 
and track disease out-
breaks in marine wildlife 
species.

The Oregon Marine 
Reserves, the PRIMED 
Network and the Ore-
gon Coast Aquarium are 
hosting and promoting 
this summer’s BioBlitz, 
a citizen science effort to 
record all living species at 
a specific time and place, 
using a smartphone app.

“It’s about learning and 
playing a role in conser-
vation and stewardship,” 
said Dennis White, or-
ganizer of the Friends for 
Otter Rock. “Anyone who 
is interested can partici-
pate.” 

Before 2020, the 
BioBlitz was held on a 
single day, twice a year. 
Experts were on hand to 
help participants iden-
tify plants and creatures 
at each of Oregon’s five 

Toledo debates urban renewal projects
New public safety building 

would cost $5.5 million

One orphaned falcon chick survives

Commissioners declare ‘drought watch’
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A peregrine falcon 

chick rescued 

in an “extremely 

emaciated” state 

from Yaquina Head 

last week is being 

rehabilitated at the 

Cascades Raptor 

Center in Eugene. 

(Courtesy photo)
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