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ART GALLERY OPENS IN DEPOE BAY
SEE...BUSINESS PAGE B12

LEAVING OPPONENTS FLATT
SEE...SPORTS PAGE B1

GREAT BREAKFAST AND SEAFOOD ALL DAY

December 31, 2021 and January 1, 2022

12oz Prime Rib$19with Soup, Salad, and Pie

at

New Year’s Dinner

T H E N E W P O R T C A F E . C O M

NE 6TH ST & HWY 101 • 541-574-6847
7AM TO 10PM DAILY!

Indoor Dining - Pick Up - Delivery
* EXCLUDES COUPONS

541-265-4601

1107 N. COAST HWY 101

541-265-7731

1422 N COAST HWY 101

Ford • Chrysler
Jeep

Dodge • Ram

Chevrolet
Buick
GMC

POWER POWER

COME ON IN AND PICK ONE OUT!
TimKim

In-Stock
NOW!

Man 

charged 

in attack 

at Yachats 

Commons
BY KENNETH LIPP

Of the News-Times

YACHATS — A tran-
sient Yachats resident 
was arrested on Christ-
mas Eve for allegedly 
beating and strangling 
a man at the Yachats 
Commons, where both 
were camping with oth-
ers.

According to an affi-
davit of probable cause 
filed in Lincoln County 
Circuit Court on Mon-
day, a Lincoln County 
Sheriff ’s deputy was 
dispatched to the C&K 
Market in Yachats Dec. 
24 for a reported as-
sault.

There he spoke to 
50-year-old Steven 
Klopfenstein. The af-
fidavit said he had a 
bloody lip and was 
holding his arm, and 
told the deputy he be-
lieved his shoulder was 
dislocated.

Klopfenstein told the 
deputy he’d been at the 
market earlier when 
a man named Chris, 
later identified in the 
affidavit as 45-year-old 
Christian Clothier, had 
been told he could not 
buy alcohol, and that 
on the way out the door, 
Clothier punched Klop-
fenstein in the face.

He said he returned 
to the pavilion next to 
the Yachats Commons, 
where he was camping. 
The Yachats City Coun-
cil voted to make the fa-
cility available as a shel-
ter in November.

Klopfenstein said 
Clothier “cornered him” 
there and began beating 
him. He said he tried to 
fight back, but Cloth-
ier was much bigger 
and stronger than him. 
Klopfenstein said he 
was hit in the face mul-
tiple times and that at 
one point, Clothier had 
both hands around his 
neck choking him, ac-
cording to the affidavit, 
and he told the deputy 
he could not breathe 
and thought he would 
pass out.

An ambulance arrived 
and transported Klop-
fenstein to Samaritan 
Pacific Communities 
Hospital in Newport. 
The deputy contacted 
the hospital later and 
was told Klopfenstein’s 
shoulder was likely bro-
ken and dislocated.

According to the affi-
davit, another man told 
the deputy he’d been at 
the commons and wit-
nessed the alleged as-
sault, and he “does not 
normally get involved 
in these types of things 

OHSU 

drastically 

reduces 

Omicron 

forecast
BY KENNETH LIPP

Of the News-Times

Oregon Health and 
Science University last 
week revised its predic-
tion for a surge in cases 
due to the Omicron 
variant of COVID-19, 
roughly halving the 
number of people ex-
pected to be hospital-
ized with the strain at 
its peak.

On Dec. 17, OHSU 
data scientist Peter 
Graven said data from 
two European coun-
tries where the Omi-
cron variant has taken 
hold indicated hospi-
talizations in Oregon 
from that variant could 
reach 2,400 to 3,000 in 
early to mid-February, 
depending on behav-
ior and the number of 
the people who receive 
boosters.

One week later, 
Graven presented 

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

Last Wednesday, a 
home in Toledo caught 
fire, resulting in the to-
tal loss of the structure 

and displacing a family 
of four only days before 
Christmas.

On Dec. 22, Toledo 
Fire Department per-

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

A section of Highway 101 near 
the Newport Municipal Airport 
that saw its southbound shoulder 
collapse last week has since lost 
pavement to the sinkhole/land-
slide, requiring closure of one lane.

The shoulder collapse at mile-
post 145.1 in South Beach was 

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

Many county roadways have 
been intermittently perilous 
since the night of Christmas, 
when uncharacteristically 
heavy snows began to blan-
ket coastal locales down to the 
beach.

It was almost a white Christ-
mas in Newport, where resi-
dents awoke Dec. 26 to an inch 
or more of snow, likely more in 
the city’s most eastern locations. 
The National Weather Service 
received few reports from Lin-
coln County —trained spotters 
reported 6 inches in Otis and 
2 inches in Lincoln City — but 

Officer placed on 

administrative 

leave pending 

investigation

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

The former school re-
source officer for New-
port schools, who is 
employed by the Toledo 
Police Department, was 
arrested on Dec. 21 on 
five felony charges for al-
legedly abusing his own 

child several months ago.
Matthew Allen Mc-

Candless, 41, is charged 
with two counts of third-
degree assault, two 
counts of first-degree 
criminal mistreatment 
and strangulation, all 
Class C felonies. He has 
been placed on adminis-
trative leave by the police 
department.

A Lincoln County 
grand jury returned a 
secret indictment Dec. 21 
on the five felony charges 
alleging that McCandless 

Snow falls on the coast

School resource 
officer arrested on 
child abuse charges

Road surface crumbles at South Beach landslide

A home at 1913 SE Kaurie St. in Toledo caught fire 

on Dec. 22 and was declared a total loss. (Photo by 

Nancy Lynne)

A drone photo shows downtown Toledo on Monday, the second day in a row Lincoln County was 

blanketed in snow from a series of low pressure systems that brought cold air from the Gulf of Alaska.

Agate Beach is more than half covered in the white stuff Monday morning. Snowfall has made its way west nightly since Christmas 

and is expected to continue Wednesday evening. Later in the week, it is expected to recede to elevations above 1,000 feet. (Photos by 

Casey Felton)
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Home catches fire 
Family of four unharmed, but displaced

FIRE on Page A8CHARGES on Page A3

A photo from 

the Oregon 

Department of 

Transportation 

of a landslide/

sinkhole by 

Highway 101 in 

South Beach 

shows pieces 

of the roadway 

broken into the 

hole. (Courtesy 

photo)


