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CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP
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HUSKIES ROLL OVER NEWPORT
SEE...SPORTS PAGE B1

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

Two political action 
committees organized 
to oppose a Lincoln 
County ballot measure 
that would phase out 
short-term rentals in 
unincorporated resi-
dential neighborhoods 
have raised more than 
$280,000 — almost 20 
times the amount raised 
by a committee in favor of 
the measure — much of it 
from outside the county.

According to the Or-
egon Secretary of State’s 
campaign finance data-
base, the political action 
committee for the Via Or-
egon Coalition has raised 
$78,977 this year to fight 
Measure 21-203, which, 
if approved by Lincoln 
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BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

WALDPORT — Vot-
ers within the Central 
Oregon Coast Fire 
District won’t be see-
ing a new equipment 
levy during the up-
coming election, but 
they should expect a 
new operational levy 
on the ballot next May.

On Sept. 14, the 
board of Central Or-
egon Coast Fire & 
Rescue announced 
it had withdrawn its 
proposed 12-month 
equipment levy of 25 
cents per $1,000 of as-
sessed property value 
on properties within 
the district from the 
upcoming Nov. 2 elec-
tion.

According to COC-
FR Public Information 
Officer Erich Knud-
son, the district chose 
to withdraw after staff 
realized they had mis-

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

WALDPORT — Two 
people were arrested 
at a Waldport vacation 
home with allegedly fal-

sified driver’s licenses af-
ter a routine background 
check revealed the rental 
was paid for with a stolen 
credit card number.

According to an affida-
vit of probable cause filed 

in Lincoln County Circuit 
Court Sept. 30, Jordan 
Grant, the area general 
manager for Meredith 
Lodging, called police 
Sept. 29 after he used 
an online public records 

service to find contact 
information for a renter 
who booked a house on 
Oceanview Drive for Sept. 
26 to Oct. 2, charged to a 
credit card in the amount 
of $2,016.64.

Grant told a Lincoln 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
deputy he spoke with the 
credit card holder’s hus-
band, who lives in Port-
land, and sent him a copy 
of the driver’s license 

that was provided with 
the rental. The man told 
Grant it was his wife’s 
driver’s license but not 
her photograph or birth 

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

DEPOE BAY — The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and its contractors 
have been working over 
the last week to conduct a 
dredging of the Depoe Bay 
check dam, which feeds 
into the world’s smallest 
navigable harbor.

Check dams, such as 
the one at Depoe Bay, are 
generally scheduled to be 
dredged every 10 years, 
though the time between 
cleanings varies slightly 
depending on how much 
federal funding is avail-
able in a given year. The 
last time the Depoe Bay 
dam was dredged was in 
2005, though another part 
of the harbor was dredged 
in 2019.

The process will remove 
a total of 2,000 cubic 
yards of material from the 
dammed up area, which 
has collected upstream 
sediment over the last 15 
years to prevent it from 
excessively collecting in 
the harbor. Said material 
will fill around 200 trans-
port trucks as it’s hauled 
to nearby timber land to 
be disposed of.

“We do this so we don’t 
have to dredge the harbor 
near as often,” USACE 
Project Manager Greg 
Speer said. “We make sure 
to test the sediment ahead 

BY MALLORY GRUBEN
For the News-Times

NEWPORT — Offi-
cials say that a federally 
funded traffic study at 
the Yaquina Head Out-
standing Natural Area 
should help improve 
traffic flow on Highway 
101 near the turnoff for 
the park, as well as in-
crease safety for walk-
ers and bikers in the 
area.

The Federal Highway 
Administration and 
Bureau of Land Man-
agement launched the 
$485,000 study in the 
spring as a way to ad-

Alleged identity thieves arrested at vacation rental

Check dam dredging underway
Project to conclude Friday

An excavator scoops 15 years worth of sediment out of the Depoe Bay check dam. (Photos by Mathew 

Brock)

A bucketful of mud is drawn up from bottom of the 

check dam.

The Depoe Bay check dam traps sediment from 

upstream and keeps it from flowing into the harbor. LEVY on Page A9
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STR on Page A8

YAQUINA on Page A11

Yaquina Head study aims to 
improve traffic flow, safety

Cash pours in from out of county 
to fight STR ballot measure

DAM on Page A9

Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area and its 

iconic lighthouse are a popular destination for 

visitors to the coast, and a traffic study is underway 

to help ensure the smooth flow of vehicles accessing 

the area. (News-Times file photo)

A ballot measure to phase out short-term rentals 

in residential unincorporated Lincoln County has 

drawn hundreds of thousands of dollars to political 

action committees, most of it to PACs that oppose 

the measure.


