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PEEPHOLE GALLERY OPENS IN YACHATS
SEE...BUSINESS PAGE B12

THIRD TIME’S A CHARM FOR NHS BOYS
SEE...SPORTS PAGE B1

BY LYNNE TERRY
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Early Monday, wind 
whipped through the Co-
lumbia River Gorge as 
snow fell and ice formed 
on Interstate 84. The 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation had about 
20 people working on the 
freeway east of Troutdale, 
trying to clear it up. 

Plows pushed away 
snow while crews applied 
salt, de-icer and sand.

But that wasn’t enough 
to clear the highway.

“Trucks and cars were 
spinning out on the 

road,” said Don Hamil-
ton, a spokesman for the 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation. “Visibil-
ity was really bad. It was 
very slick. It was unsafe.”

The crews informed the 
district manager. There 
are 15 ODOT districts in 
Oregon, including two 
in the Portland area, and 
each office is responsible 
for its territory. 

At 3 a.m., Will Ewing, 
the acting manager for 
the district that includes 
the area east of Inter-

state 205, Mount Hood 
and the gorge, decided to 
close the freeway between 
Troutdale and Hood Riv-
er. Later in the morning, 
another district manager, 
Pat Cimmiyotti, man-
ager for a district east of 
Hood River County, shut 
the freeway to The Dalles, 
closing the rest of a 65-
mile stretch that’s used 
by up to 24,000 vehicles 
a day. 

But the situation in 
eastern Oregon was 
far worse on Monday, 

prompting yet another 
district manager to shut 
the freeway between 
Pendleton and Baker City.

District managers also 
closed parts of at least 10 
state highways that cover 
the area east of Pendleton 
and south to La Grande 
and Baker City.

By mid-afternoon, the 
agency had cleared I-84 
and traffic was flowing 
again. Crews also made 
progress on Oregon 11, 
which runs between 
Pendleton and the Or-

egon border near Walla 
Walla, Washington. 

But by Monday eve-
ning, many other roads 
remained closed because 
of severe weather and 
a lack of staff. In such 
weather, ODOT crews 
operating snowplows, 
graders and snow blowers 
work around the clock. 
They’re the eyes of the 
agency. When conditions 
are bad, as they were on 
Monday with blizzard-
like weather causing snow 
drifts, ice and white-out 

conditions, they recom-
mend closures. 

Though district man-
agers make the final call, 
they almost always trust 
their crew on the ground. 

“Our people know the 
roads,” Angela Beers-
Seydel, an ODOT spokes-
woman, said. “Those 
recommendations are ac-
cepted.”

The agency has three 
district offices in eastern 
Oregon in Pendleton, 
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Forecast sees 

increase in 

Omicron 

hospital visits

Surge begins in 

Lincoln County

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

The latest modeling 
from Oregon Health 
and Science Univer-
sity predicts the state 
will see as many as 
400 more hospitaliza-
tions from the Omicron 
variant of COVID-19 
than the number that 
strained regional health 
systems in September 
2021.

The OHSU forecast 
released Dec. 31 pre-
dicts 1,650 hospitaliza-
tions in the state from 
Omicron alone by the 
end of January, a higher 
and earlier peak than 
was predicted Dec. 
23. OHSU publishes 
weekly forecasts, and 
another is expected Jan. 
7. The Dec. 23 forecast 
predicted 1,250 hospi-
talizations to occur by 
early to mid-February.

The previous highest 
number of COVID-19 
hospitalizations in the 
state was on Sept. 1, 
2021 — 1,187 at the 
height of the Delta vari-
ant’s dominance. That 
late summer surge 
taxed hospital systems, 
especially in regions of 
the state with the lowest 
vaccination rates.

“Even though the 
Omicron variant ap-
pears to cause a lower 
overall rate of severe 
illness than the previ-
ously dominant Delta 
variant, its rapid spread 
combined with its abil-
ity to elude previous 
immunity will drive an 
unprecedented num-
ber of infections and a 
corresponding increase 
in hospitalizations,” an 
OHSU press release 
on the new modeling 
reads.

“Oregon is increasing 

One person 

jailed, another 

sent to hospital

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

A Coos Bay man is in 
jail after trying to per-
form a “citizen’s arrest” 

on a Siletz man who al-
legedly stole his vehicle 
days prior. The alleged 
car thief was beaten 
bloody and given a con-
cussion in the process.

Daniel Fairhurst, 41, 
is charged with second-
degree assault, menac-
ing and unlawful use of a 
weapon after he allegedly 
confronted Bo Hunter 

Green, 20, at a residence 
in the 200 block of SE 
Bay Blvd. in Newport for 
allegedly stealing his ve-
hicle from Coos Bay sev-
eral days earlier.

According to a police 
affidavit filed Jan. 3, what 
started as a stolen vehicle 
call at the Newport Bay-
front quickly evolved 
into an assault investi-

gation when responding 
officers, who arrived on 
scene at around 6 p.m., 
found Fairhurst with a 
bloodied and handcuffed 
Green. 

A Monday press release 
from the Newport Police 
Department about the 
incident states Fairhurst 
contacted authorities to 
report he located his sto-

len vehicle parked at a 
residence and detained 
the suspected car thief 
there. Fairhurst told po-
lice the alleged thief, 
Green, was injured, but 
initially denied knowing 
why.

The affidavit states that 
not long after his vehicle 

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

Thousands of Lin-
coln County residents 
lost electricity Sunday 
night when winds in ex-
cess of 80 mph toppled 
trees and power lines, 
with one utility call-
ing it “one of the worst 
storms we’ve ever seen 
in terms of damage.” 
Hundreds were still 
in the dark Tuesday as 
crews continued the 
slow process of repair-
ing isolated outages.

Winds began to pick 
up at about 8 a.m. Sun-
day and were gusting 
close to 50 mph by 9 
a.m., gradually intensi-
fying into the afternoon 
and evening. At 9:28 
p.m., the anemometer 
at Newport’s Yaquina 
Bay Bridge clocked a 
gust at 83 mph. Thirty 
minutes later, the wind 
at the bridge peaked at 
86 mph, as intense as 
the sustained winds in 
a Category 1 hurricane.

The wind peaked 
throughout the county 
at about the same 
time — the Yaquina 
Bay Bridge clocked 
the highest speed 
among available 
i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n , 
but headlands at 
places such as Cape 
Foulweather, where 
the anemometer has 
not provided a reading 
in months, are likely to 

‘Citizen’s arrest’ in Newport goes wrong

Snow, wind and ice shut parts of 10 highways in eastern Oregon

OMICRON on Page A10

HIGHWAYS on Page A10

Hurricane-force gusts

ARREST on Page A10

GUSTS on Page A9

Outages darken at least one-tenth of county

A tree lies on the 

ground in view of the 

Yaquina Bay Bridge 

Monday morning 

(above) — a wind 

gauge on the bridge 

clocked an 86 mph 

wind gust Sunday 

night. (Photo by 

Jeremy Burke)

A semi truck drives 

through a flooded 

Toledo street (right) 

Monday. The storm 

that made landfall 

Sunday afternoon 

brought hurricane-

force winds and bands 

of heavy rain. (Photo 

by Mathew Brock)


