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EAGLES SPREAD THEIR WINGS
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BY SUSAN SCHUYTEMA
For the News-Times

NEWPORT — As news 
of Sara Skamser’s death 
spread across the com-
munity last week, people 
were mourning her pass-
ing but also celebrating 
the life of the woman who 
made such a huge im-
pact in the fishing indus-
try and on everyone who 
knew her.

“Sara was a ball of 
strength,” said longtime 
friend and fellow New-
port Fishermen’s Wives 
member Taunette Dixon. 
“She was super savvy and 
so intelligent. She had 
this drive to excel and 

prove to those who didn’t 
feel women were equal. 
She proved that not only 
was she an equal, but she 
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Suspects at 

large after 

high-speed 

chase

Three suspects are 
still on the loose after 
leading police on a 13-
mile chase involving 
two stolen trucks.

According to a press 
release from the Lin-
coln County Sheriff ’s 
Office, dispatch alerted 
local law enforcement 
agencies Sunday after-
noon to a vehicle stolen 
from Lincoln City with-
in the previous hour — 
a gray 2003 Ford F-250 
with a white laundry 
machine in the bed. 

At 2:53 p.m., a New-
port police officer lo-
cated the vehicle driv-
ing south on Highway 
101 near Best Western 
Plus Agate Beach Inn in 
Newport. Rather than 
immediately initiating 
a traffic stop, the officer 
radioed nearby sheriff ’s 
office and Newport Po-
lice Department units.

Deputies attempted 
to stop the vehicle as 
it turned onto North-
west 25th Street into 
the Walmart parking 
lot, where it did a loop 
before returning to the 
highway and leading 
deputies and officers 
southbound through 
Newport.

At the time, deputies 
did not realize there 
was another stolen ve-
hicle caravanning with 
the gray F-250 — a 
dark blue F-250 report-
ed stolen out of Salem 
on Sept. 18. 

A deputy set up spikes 
at the intersection of 
Highway 101 and Olive 
Street. The blue F-250 
hit the spikes, while 
the gray truck avoided 
them, and both vehicles 
continued south, cross-
ing the Yaquina Bay 
Bridge at high rates of 
speed. 

When officers crossed 
the bridge behind them, 
they found the blue 
F-250 abandoned in 
the middle of the high-
way adjacent to New-
port Toyota. Its driver 
was picked up by the 
gray F-250, which con-
tinued south at speeds 
from 80 to 100 mph. 

BY KENNETH LIPP
Of the News-Times

A highly trained group 
of emergency personnel 
that conducts some of 
the most difficult, peril-
ous rescues in Lincoln 
County observed a de-
cade in service this year.

The Lincoln County 
Technical Rescue Team 
was formed in 2011 
with former Central 
Oregon Coast Fire & 
Rescue Chief Dennis 
Cannon as its principal 
organizer. It’s made 

Toledo won’t 

mandate 

employee 

vaccinations

Council declares 

city “sanctuary” 

from “unlawful” 

mandates

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

TOLEDO — As far as 
the Toledo City Coun-
cil is concerned, it will 
be left up to individual 
city employees whether 
or not to get vaccinated 
for the COVID-19 vi-
rus, with the council 
passing a resolution 
Wednesday stating so 
and declaring Toledo 
a “sanctuary” from any 
“unconstitutional” vac-
cine mandates.

That declaration 
could be considered 
mostly symbolic, how-
ever, as the resolution 
only officially reaffirms 
the council’s previ-
ously stated stance that 
it does have any legal 
authority to attempt to 
enforce any sort of vac-
cination mandate, even 
on the state or federal 
government’s behalf.

Toledo Mayor Rod 
Cross was the one to 
bring the resolution 
before the council dur-
ing its Sept. 16 meeting, 
where it was passed 
unanimously after dis-
cussion.

“If you read through 
this, it says what we’re 

BY MATHEW BROCK
Of the News-Times

The Yachats City Coun-
cil has been working in 
executive sessions over 
the last week to whittle 
down its list of 14 pro-
spective city manager 

candidates to a group of 
finalists, who were select-
ed by the council during 
an executive session held 
Friday.

According to Yachats 
Mayor Leslie Vaaler, all 
that is left to do now is 
conduct reference checks 

for those individuals, 
which the council decided 
to do before announcing 
the number of finalists.

“We’ve had four execu-
tive session city council 
meetings recently for the 
purpose of city manager 
recruitment,” Vaaler said 

“The first one allowed us 
to determine which can-
didates we will consider 
further, and we contin-
ued in executive session 
for three days last week to 
conduct those interviews.”

“Now that we’ve moved 
on to possibly having 

some finalists, we’ve 
moved on to conduct 
some reference checks,” 
Vaaler continued. “Un-
til the time those checks 
have taken place, we don’t 
want to indicate a num-
ber of finalists.”

During its regular 

meeting Wednesday, Sept. 
15, the council decided 
Councilors Ann Stott and 
Anthony Muirhead would 
conduct those reference 
checks early this week be-
fore returning to the rest 

Yachats moving forward with manager selection

Ten years on the ropes

Local woman remembered as trailblazer, innovator
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Lincoln County Technical Rescue Team members train and operate in every rope rescue role. Above, 

Roy Hanson, of Nestucca Rural Fire and Rescue, is lowered down the wall at the team’s training tower on 

Nye Street in Newport. In the photo below, Hanson works the ropes with Shannon Brecik of Toledo Fire 

Department as another training rescuer goes down. (Photos by Kenneth Lipp)

Sara Skamser is shown 

in front of her fishing 

nets at Foulweather 

Trawl in Newport. 

Skamser, who recently 

passed away from 

cancer, was described 

as a trailblazer and 

innovator in her field. 

(Courtesy photo)


