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The development of 
one of Oregon’s newest 
mountain biking destina-
tions has reached what 
organizers describe as 
a major milestone with 

the opening of three 
new trails at the Buzzard 
Butte Trail Network.

Located east of Sand 
Lake between Cape 
Kiwanda and Cape 

Lookout in the USDA 
Siuslaw National Forest’s 
Hebo Ranger District, 
the Buzzard Butte Trail 

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader 

Oregonians deeply 
value their state parks, 
are increasingly noticing 
signs of wear across the 

park system and support 
exploring additional 
ways to provide sta-
ble, long-term funding, 
according to a new state-
wide survey released by 
Environment Oregon.

The findings were 
released along with a 
national Investing in 
Nature report, which 
examines maintenance 
backlog trends and how 
states are addressing 
those backlogs.

With more than 250 
parks spanning 113,000 
acres — including over 
50 campgrounds — 
Oregon’s park system 
offers something for 
every kind of outdoor 
enthusiast, according to 
the report. In 2024 alone, 
the parks welcomed 
more than 53 million 
daytime visitors and 
2.8 million overnight 

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader 

Work to develop 
Lincoln City’s newest 
and most innovative 
city park is nearing 
completion.

Lincoln City Parks 
Director Jeanne Sprague 
responds to the follow-
ing questions from the 
Lincoln County Leader to 
explain the latest devel-
opments at Schooner 
Creek Discovery Park.

Lincoln County 
Leader: We understand 
that the final phase of the 
park was to be completed 
this year. What is the 
status of that final phase 
and what does it include?

Jeanne Sprague: 
Right now, the City is 
moving forward with 
construction of Phase/
Year 3 of the covered 
multi-sport court, the 
3 permanent pickleball 
courts, the park walkway, 
and the public art project 
for Phase 3. We may 
need to delay construc-
tion of the multi-sport 
turfed fields – this has 
not been confirmed yet.

We just completed and 
opened Phase 2, with an 

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

Lincoln City’s emer-
gency sirens are being 
replaced and relocated.

“The sirens are very 
outdated,” Lincoln City 
Emergency Coordinator 
Cassidy Boyle said. 
“Deterioration has been 
caused by erosion. 
Coastal air and salt water 
has taken a toll on them.”

Following approval 
by the Lincoln City 
Council, the city has 
entered into a contract 
with ATI Systems, 
Inc. for a cost not to 
exceed $230,858.78 for 
the removal of the old 
tsunami sirens and to 
replace them with five 
new tsunami sirens, 
according to a Lincoln 
City Public information 
Officer Kevin Mattias.

“The new locations 
for the sirens are: Roads 
End, Oceanlake, D River, 

Taft and Cutler City,” 
Mattais said. “Most 
of the material is on 
hand and the contractor 
is working siting and 
preparing the sites for 
installation.”

The specific date for 
when the new siren sys-
tem would be operational 
was not immediatey 
available.

Environmental Oregon Conservation Advocate Justin Boyles, staff and 
volunteers releasing the results of the Oregon Parks survey. (Courtesy 
photo)

Oregon parks survey released

City replacing emergency sirens

Three riders navigate the new Groundswell adaptive trail at Buzzard Butte. 
(Courtesy photo from Ben Moon)

New trails open at Buzzard Butte 
Trail Network near Pacific City

Artist Jeremy Nichols (above) adds a design 
to the new public artwork at Schooner Creek 

Discovery Park. (Courtesy photos)

This large mural has been erected (above 
right) marking a new public art installation at 

Schooner Creek Discovery Park.

A drone flyover photo (right) of the Schooner 
Creek Discovery playground before the new 

artwork was installed.

$11M Schooner Creek Discovery Park nearing competition

This emergency siren at Roads End is one of the 
sirens to be replace. (Jeremy C. Ruark / Lincoln 
County Leader)

See PARK, page A4

See SIRENS, page A2See TRAILS, page A2

See SURVEY, page A4
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Lottery

Friday, July 10
Mega Millions
2 • 39 • 44 • 46 • 56 • PB-23

Saturday, July 11
Powerball
8 • 10 • 14 • 45 • 59 • PB-5 • x2

Saturday, July 11
Megabucks
4 • 5 • 10 • 18 • 25 • 37

Weather
Wednesday: High-60/Low-51 
AM Clouds/PM Sun
Thursday: High-59/Low-51 
AM Showers
Friday: High-61/Low-52 
AM Clouds/PM Sun
Saturday: High-63/Low-51 
AM Clouds/PM Sun
Sunday: High-63/Low-51 
Partly Cloudy
Monday: High-63/Low-52 
AMFog/PM Clouds
Tuesday: High-62/Low-53 
Partly Cloudy

Past Weather
On the Coast
 Rain Low High
30-Jun ....... 0 .........54.44 °F .... 63.12 °F
01-Jul ........ 0 .........54.08 °F .... 63.54 °F
02-Jul ........ 0 .........51.36 °F .... 64.55 °F
03-Jul ......0.01 ......55.75 °F .... 66.04 °F
04-Jul ........ 0 .........55.87 °F .... 63.25 °F
05-Jul ........ 0 .........49.78 °F .... 63.79 °F
06-Jul ........ 0 .........50.12 °F .... 60.87 °F
Total rainfall from Jan. 1 ........27.01”

Sunrise/Sunset
July 15 ............5:45 a.m. ..........8:59 p.m.

July 16 ............5:46 a.m. ..........8:59 p.m.

July 17 ............5:47 a.m. ..........8:58 p.m.

July 18 ............5:48 a.m. ..........8:57 p.m.

July 19 ............5:49 a.m. ..........8:56 p.m.

July 20 ............5:50 a.m. ..........8:56 p.m.

July 21 ............5:51 a.m. ..........8:55 p.m.

July 22 ............5:52 a.m. ..........8:54 p.m.

July 23 ............5:53 a.m. ..........8:53 p.m.

Tides Tables
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15
High ................12:42 a.m. .............. 10.0
Low ..................7:46 a.m. ................ -2.3
High ................  2:30 p.m. ................ 7.4
Low ................. 7:36 p.m. ................. 2.7

THURSDAY, JULY 16
High ................  1:35 a.m.................  9.6
Low ..................8:30 a.m. ................ -2.0
High ................  3:11 p.m. ................ 7.7
Low ................. 8:31 p.m. ................. 2.3

FRIDAY, JULY 17
High ................  2:27 a.m.................  9.0
Low ..................9:12 a.m. ................ -1.3
High ................  3:52 p.m. ................ 7.9
Low ................. 9:29 p.m. ................. 2.1

SATURDAY, JULY 18
High ................  3:20 a.m.................  8.2
Low ..................9:52 a.m. ................ -0.6
High ................  4:33 p.m. ................ 8.1
Low ................ 10:28 p.m. ................ 1.9

SUNDAY, JULY 19
High ................  4:16 a.m.................  7.2
Low .................10:32 a.m. ...............  0.4
High ................  5:14 p.m. ................ 8.2
Low ................ 11:31 p.m. ................ 1.7

MONDAY, JULY 20
High ................  5:20 a.m.................  6.2
Low .................11:12 a.m. ...............  1.4
High ................  5:55 p.m. ................ 8.1

TUESDAY, JULY 21 
Low .................12:38 a.m. ...............  1.4
High ................  6:36 a.m.................  5.5
Low .................11:54 a.m. ...............  2.4
High ................  6:38 p.m. ................ 8.1
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OCEANA NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

159 SE 2nd St • Newport • (541) 265-3893

All other store hours:
sandwiches, wraps, salads, muffins, 

cookies, chips, and drinks.

NATURAL FOODS CO-OP
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Coast Guard’s service on the Oregon Coast
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newspapers and their websites
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Network now offers 
nearly seven miles of trail 
following the opening of 
Mossy Hogs, Wavelength 
and Skizafernia., accord-
ing to the Tillamook 
Off-Road Trail Alliance 
(TORTA)/

The approximately $2 
million project will ulti-
mately include nearly 30 
miles of trails and a skills 
park designed to serve 
riders of all experience 
levels.

The trail system is also 

being developed with 
accessibility in mind. 
Later this summer, riders 
will gain access to the 
Groundswell Adaptive 
Trail, a purpose-built 
trail designed to expand 
adaptive mountain bik-
ing opportunities on the 
Tillamook Coast.

“Opening Mossy 
Hogs, Wavelength and 
Skizafernia is a significant 
milestone for a project 
that has been years in the 
making,” Tillamook Off-
Road Trail Alliance Board 
Vice President Ron Baker 
said. “Buzzard Butte 
has been built through 

thousands of volunteer 
hours, strong partner-
ships and a shared vision 
for creating high-quality 
mountain biking oppor-
tunities on the Oregon 
Coast. We’re excited to 
welcome riders to the net-
work and continue build-
ing toward a trail system 
that can be enjoyed by 
people of varying abilities 
and experience levels.”

The Buzzard Butte 
Trail Network has been 
developed through a col-
laborative effort involving 
TORTA, the U.S. Forest 
Service and numer-
ous public and private 

partners. Funding and 
support have come from 
Travel Oregon, Oregon 
State Parks Recreational 
Trails Program, Shimano’s 
Trail Born Fund, Kubota 
and Tillamook County 
transient lodging tax 
funds, along with the con-
tributions of local volun-
teers, trail builders, adap-
tive riders and advocates.

“Travel Oregon is 
proud to support the 
Buzzard Butte Trail 
Network through grant 
funding,” Travel Oregon’s 
Director of Stewardship 
Investments Michelle 
Woodard said. “Our vision 
for Oregon is a welcom-
ing destination for all, and 
that includes the state’s 
world-class outdoor rec-
reation opportunities. The 
inclusive trails at Buzzard 
Butte ensure all riders 
can access this incredible 
resource, including those 
using adapted mountain 
bikes.”

To coincide with the 
trail openings, Visit 
Tillamook Coast has 
released a new short film 
highlighting the project 
and its commitment to 
accessible outdoor rec-
reation. Buzzard Butte 
Trail Network | Accessible 
Adventure on the 

Tillamook Coast follows 
adaptive riders Quinn and 
Joe as they experience the 
soon-to-open Groundswell 
Adaptive Trail alongside 
local trail builders and 
advocates. The film pre-
views the adaptive riding 
experience at Buzzard 
Butte and highlights the 
partnerships helping make 
outdoor recreation more 
inclusive on the Tillamook 
Coast.

“Outdoor recreation 
should be something more 
people can experience 
and enjoy, regardless of 
ability,” said Dan Haag, 
interim executive director 
of Visit Tillamook Coast. 
“What makes Buzzard 
Butte special is that acces-
sibility wasn’t treated as 
an afterthought. It was 
part of the conversation 
from the beginning. We’re 
proud to support this film 
because it showcases the 
partnerships and com-
mitment that are helping 
create more inclusive out-
door experiences on the 
Tillamook Coast.”

Learn more about 
the Buzzard Butte Trail 
Network, watch the film 
and plan your ride at 
www.tillamookcoast.com/
mountain-biking.

TRAILS
From Page A1

Over the past couple 
of years, the Lincoln 
City city staff have been 
reviewing and revising 
plans for replacement of 
the City’s tsunami sirens. 
The selected contractor 
was sourced through a 
U.S. General Services 
Administration (GSA) 
Collective Procurement 
Arrangement. The con-
tractor will be utilizing 
local contractors as subs, 
according to the city staff 
report.

“Several plans were 
reviewed to determine 

siren type and location 
to determine the best 
fit for our needs,” the 
report states. “Ultimately 
five sirens spread across 
Lincoln City were chosen. 
This will provide warnings 
and information at seven-
ty-decibels (70db) along 
the entire coastline in the 
city.” 

Boyle is encouraging 
residents and visitors to be 
aware of what to do if the 
city experiences a major 
emergency, such as an 
earthquake and tsunami, 
while the sirens are being 
replaced.

“First and foremost, 
look for the natural signs 
of a tsunami,” she said. 

“That would be a rise and 
fall of the ocean. A loud 
roar from the ocean, or 
an earthquake. Those are 
things we like to teach, 
and we also tell people 
to sign up for Lincoln 
Alerts.”

The Lincoln Alerts noti-
fication system enables the 
agencies within Lincoln 
County to provide the 
public with critical infor-
mation quickly in a variety 
of situations, including 
severe weather, distant 
tsunamis, unexpected road 
closures, missing persons, 
and evacuations of build-
ings or neighborhoods due 
to a hazardous material 
event or a possible wildfire 

situation.
Community members, 

visitors, and businesses 
can choose up to 3 ways 
to receive emergency 
notifications and com-
munity information from 
Public Safety, City, Tribal, 
and County Officials 
for Lincoln County. 
Community members 
should also be knowl-
edgeable of our local 
radio, print, television, and 
online media sources who 
will provide additional 
information from local 
public safety officials as it 
becomes available, Lincoln 
County states in its social 
media post concerning 
Lincoln Alerts.

In addition to the instal-
lation of new emergency 
sirens and the systems 
to operate them, the city 
staff report said the plan 
includes a reasonable fee 
to remove the old sirens. 

“Staff believe this would 
be more cost effective than 
removal at a later date. In 
addition, the Emergency 
Preparedness Coordinator 
has been contacted by a 
nonprofit that is interested 
in the old sirens. The 
non-profit works with the 
Autism and Asperger’s 
community, they provide 
sirens and like-items to 
children with these condi-
tions to restore them” the 
staff report states.

SIRENS
From Page A1

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

A Newport resident 
has been arrested and 
charged following an 
online exploitation of a 
local minor investigation 
in Lane County. 

In February 2026, 
detectives from the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(LCSO), as part of the 
Internet Crimes Against 
Children (ICAC) Task 
Force, began an inves-
tigation into the online 
exploitation of a local 
child involving the 
Snapchat application.

“On July 1, 2026, 

investigators identified 
the suspect as 19-year-
old Diego Rojas-
Hernandez of Newport, 
Oregon,” LCSO Sgt. Levi 
McKenny said.

Because Rojas-
Hernandez resided out-
side Lane County, LCSO 
requested assistance from 
the Oregon State Police.

“Later that same day, 
Oregon State Police 
detectives arrested Rojas-
Hernandez on charges 
of Luring a Minor and 
Online Sexual Corruption 
in the Second Degree,” 
McKenny said.

Rojas-Hernandez was 
lodged at the Lincoln 

County Jail. 
The Lane County 

Internet Crimes Against 
Children (ICAC) Task 
Force is committed 
to investigating inter-
net-based crimes against 
children and working 
with local, state, and fed-
eral partners to identify 
offenders and protect vul-
nerable members of our 
community, according to 
McKenny.

Oregon State Police, 
the Lane County District 
Attorney’s Office, and 
the Lincoln County 
District Attorney’s Office, 
assisted the LCSO in the 
investigation.

Newport resident arrested in child luring case
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Buying a home or refinancing? For a limited time, 
we’ll credit your appraisal cost at the closing 
of your qualifying loan to purchase or refi your 
home — up to $1,000!*

Apply today or schedule an  
appointment online!
fibrecu.com/appraisal-on-us

*Offer available on qualifying applications for conventional loans through July 31, 2026. 
One-unit properties and owner occupied/primary residences only. Excludes Jumbo Loans, 
Construction Loans, Land Loans, VA Loans, and FHA Loans. Credit provided at closing and may 
not exceed $1,000.

Social Media

Find your nearest location: fibrecu.com/locations

Forbes
2026

High School Special Education Teacher
Middle School English Language Arts

-$51,052 - $93,581 DOE -Generous benefits 
-191 day contract -Starts 8/31/2026

Substitute Classroom Teachers
-$29.53 per hour -Flexible schedule

 Substitute Transportation Drivers
-$20.21 per hour -Training available 

-Flexible schedule - Bus or Van
Use the QR code to apply or visit:

www.nestucca.k12.or.us/do/hr/index.php

OPEN POSITIONSOPEN POSITIONS

High School Special Education Teacher
Middle School English Language Arts

-$51,052 - $93,581 DOE -Generous benefits 
-191 day contract -Starts 8/31/2026

Substitute Classroom Teachers
-$29.53 per hour -Flexible schedule

 Substitute Transportation Drivers
-$20.21 per hour -Training available 

-Flexible schedule - Bus or Van
Use the QR code to apply or visit:

www.nestucca.k12.or.us/do/hr/index.php

OPEN POSITIONSOPEN POSITIONS

EXCEPTIONAL BLEND 
OF TRANQUILITY AND 

CONVENIENCE
4 BD / 3 BA / 2112 SF

$540,000 / Newport / MLS 26-1215

Steve Redman
541-207-8845

Danielle Cutler
541-961-3868

Deborah Allen
907-903-1536

CeCe Kelly
541-272-0008

Karla Kuhlenbeck
541-270-2965

Chris Watkins
541-270-6774

Gail Stonebreaker
541-992-4317

Julie Gamache
541-231-0753

Wendy Birchfield
541-272-9190

u 541-265-5455 u
To view all MLS listings:  www.winwcp.com
914 SW Coast Hwy-101, Newport

Over 300 Combined Years of Experience

West Coast Properties

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader 

The Lincoln County 
courthouse wastewater 
emergency has been 
resolved, and full ser-
vice was restored by the 
end of the day Friday, 
according to a release 
from Commissioner Casey 
Miller.

The work follows the 
Lincoln County Board 
of Commissioners’ emer-
gency action on July 2.

According to Miller, 
the response involved a 
relatively uncommon use 
of the county’s emergency 
declaration authority.

Faced with a failed 
wastewater line, the loss 
of water service to much 
of the courthouse, and 
the possibility that essen-
tial courthouse services 
could be disrupted, the 
Board used an emergency 
meeting and expedited 

procurement process to 
allow repairs to begin 
immediately.

“I really appreciate 
everyone who jumped 
in to get this resolved 
so quickly,” Miller said. 
“From our legal and facil-
ities teams to PIO com-
munications and our local 
contractors, people worked 
together and got the job 
done. Emergency declara-
tions are not something we 
use very often, but in this 
case the process allowed 
us to respond to an imme-
diate problem, protect 
essential public services, 
and empower the people 
closest to the problem to 
move quickly.”

Miller said, the county’s 
contractors Rau Plumbing 
and JSC Contractors rear-
ranged their schedules over 
a major holiday weekend 
to address the emergency.

“Because of those quick 
efforts, we avoided what 

could have been a court-
house closure Monday 

morning,” Miller said. “I 
am grateful to everyone 

involved for responding 
quickly, protecting public 

access, and completing the 
repair for under $10,000.”

The repairs were made in the Heather Hosey 
Memorial Garden, located immediately outside 
the Lincoln County District Attorney’s Office 
windows.

Emergency wastewater line repair completed at courthouse

Local service providers Rau Plumbing and JSC 
Contractors rearranged their schedules over 
the major holiday weekend to complete the 
emergency repair. By Monday morning, the 
excavation area had been filled and covered, 
required inspections had been approved by the 
City of Newport. (Courtesy photos)

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

Bipartisanship and 
earlier deliberations over 
transportation funding 
are a priority in the 2027 
legislative session, a 
mostly Democratic group 
of lawmakers told the 
business and transporta-
tion experts tasked with 
vetting and recommend-
ing ideas to solve the 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation’s impending 
funding shortfall.

For a third year in a row, 
lawmakers in January will 
meet in Salem knowing 
the state’s transportation 
agency can’t afford to 
maintain its current ser-
vices levels without new 
funding.

But this time, lawmak-
ers hope they’ll have a 
clearer, sustainable plan 
with guidance from Gov. 
Tina Kotek’s 12-mem-
ber “Rebuilding our 
Transportation Vision” 
workgroup. In its third 
meeting, the workgroup 
Tuesday, July 7, invited 
seven lawmakers for a 
roundtable to reflect on 
past legislative mistakes 
and the policy ideas they 
think could reach across 
party lines.

“I’m looking for some-
thing that can garner not 
just the majority, but some-
thing close to a consensus 
and to do so in a bipartisan 
way,” said Rep. David 
Gomberg, D-Otis. 

Sens. Anthony 
Broadman, D-Bend; 
Khahn Phạm, D-Portland; 
Chris Gorsek, D-Gresham; 
and Bruce Starr, R-Dundee 
and Reps. Susan McLain, 
D-Forest Grove and Mark 

Gamba, D-Milwaukie, 
joined Gomberg.

Starr, the lone 
Republican lawmaker on 
the panel, said he was 
encouraged by his col-
leagues’ bipartisan goals. 

“I’m really hopeful 
that the work that you’ll 

do will help to inform a 
bipartisan consensus-based 
package that comes for-
ward potentially, but let’s 
not kid ourselves about the 
challenges facing us,” he 
told the workgroup.

After Democrats in a 
fall 2025 special session 

passed a scaled-down, 
highly unpopular trans-
portation plan to raise 
$4.3 million over the next 
decade, Starr alongside 
Rep. Ed Diehl, R-Scio 
and Taxpayer Association 
of Oregon founder Jason 
Williams spearheaded a 
petition that successfully 
blocked hikes to the gas 
tax and other transporta-
tion fees after a referen-
dum vote in May. 

Oregonians overwhelm-
ingly voted against those 
tax and fee hikes, and the 
state’s massive transpor-
tation agency still doesn’t 
have a permanent direc-
tor, Starr reminded the 
group. The agency is on 

its second interim director 
after former director Kris 
Strickler retired from the 
public sector last year. 

Oregon lawmakers 
brainstorm ways to relieve 
gas tax reliance

Many lawmakers agreed 
that Oregon’s transporta-
tion system overrelies on 
the gas tax.

Half of the money raised 
from the gas tax goes to 
the state, and the remain-
ing is split between cities 
and counties. But as more 
Oregonians drive electric 
vehicles and the cost of 
transportation materials 
and labor increases, the 
state and localities have 
gradually collected less 

revenue from the gas tax 
despite fuel-efficient vehi-
cles contributing to the 
wear and tear of public 
roads. 

Democrats suggested 
indexing the gas tax so it’s 
proportional to inflation, 
taxing the sale of new 
vehicles or drivers who 
buy a new car worth more 
than $75,000. Another 
suggestion was finding a 
way to tax tourists who 
contribute to wear and tear 
on state roads.

The workgroup and 
lawmakers also concluded 
that Oregon’s transporta-
tion agency has too much 

Oregon lawmakers prioritize bipartisanship in transportation funding plan

Rep. Susan McLain, D-Forest Grove, alongside 
a panel of lawmakers, addresses Gov. Tina 
Kotek’s “Rebuilding Our Transportation Vision 
Workgroup” at the Association of Oregon 
Counties office in Salem on Tuesday, July 7, 2026. 
(Mia Maldonado / Oregon Capital Chronicle)

See PLAN, page A6
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Experienced estate planning attorney, 
Laura Laskey, is now open to serve you 

from her new Lincoln City office!
Call to schedule your free consultation today!

LaLaLaw LLC 
(541) 418 - 5164
info@lalalawllc.com

2604 NE Hwy 101, Ste B, Lincoln City, OR 97367
H26239

3.90%
APY 1

RELATIONSHIP RATE2

special
summer

CD/ 
IRA CD

15-MONTH

fsbwa.com/CDPromo

1APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is effective 6/15/2026-7/31/26. Minimum opening deposit for the 15-month CD requires $500,  
maximum CD amount is $240,000. Fees may reduce earnings on your account. Early withdrawal penalty may apply. 

2Relationship is defined as opening and using a consumer or business checking account with 1st Security Bank.  
At maturity, 15-month CD promotional certificate will auto renew into the bank’s 1 Year CD at the prevailing rate.

Surrounded by his loving 
family, John passed away 
peacefully at home in Lacey, 
WA on May 30th.

The son of John and 
Josephine Beal, John was 
born and raised in Newport 
and graduated from Newport 
High School in 1960. He 
graduated in microbiology 
from OSU in 1965.  John 
spent his military service 
with the White House 
Communications Agency (WHCA) under 
President Johnson. In 1969, John married 
Carolyn Fenander (NHS 1962). They lived 
in Woodinville, WA for close to 40 years 

where they raised their two 
sons, their daughter and their 
niece, who he considered 
like a second daughter.  He 
pursued his career in the 
food and drug industry in 
the Seattle area working as a 
scheduler and forecaster.

John was preceded in death 
by his daughter Lindsey and 
his sister Julie Rich. John 
is survived by Carolyn, his 
wife of almost 57 years, his 

two sons Jeffrey and Brian (Tiffany) and his 
niece Theresa Fenander Kash (Tigran).  He 
is survived by his sister and brother-in-law, 
Mary and Jim Campbell.

John Lindsey Beal
09/15/1942 – 05/30/2026

campers, consistently 
ranking among the top 
10 most-visited state park 
systems in the nation. 
Oregonians’ enduring love 
for these special places 
is clear: Our parks aren’t 

just popular — they are 
among the state’s most 
cherished public treasures.

“Oregonians love their 
state parks –that’s the 
message that came through 
loud and clear in our sur-
vey,” Environment Oregon 
Conservation Advocate 
Justin Boyles said. 
“Whatever differences we 

may have, our state parks 
provide common ground 
we can all stand on, 
together.”

Over the past two years, 
Environment Oregon trav-
eled across the state host-
ing community events and 
talking with Oregonians, 
particularly in the rural 
communities closest to 

many of Oregon’s state 
parks. Surveying more 
than 1,000 people in and 
around state parks and 
online throughout 2025 
and early 2026, with 
nearly half of respon-
dents coming from rural 
communities.

Oregon’s state parks 
currently face an esti-
mated $345 million 
deferred maintenance 
backlog while continuing 
to manage rising oper-
ating costs and record 
visitation, according to 
the Environmental Oregon 
report. The new national 
Investing in Nature report 
found a similar picture 
of aging infrastructure 
and growing maintenance 
backlogs at state parks 
across the country.

“The survey tells us 
Oregonians not only love 
these places, they also 

want to ensure they’re 
protected for future gen-
erations,” Boyles said. 
“We hope this survey will 
encourage legislators to 
provide stable funding for 
our parks, long into the 
future.”

Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 
(OPRD) is primarily 
funded through a com-
bination of state lottery 
revenue, user fees and 
other income. According 
to OPRD’s 2025-27 bien-
nial budget, those sources 
account for 91% of their 
revenue, while a combi-
nation of Oregonians’ tax 
dollars from the general 
fund (2%) and federal 
grants (7%), make up the 
remainder.

This is an agency 
tasked with “providing 
and protecting outstanding 
natural, scenic, cultural, 

historic and recreational 
sites for the enjoyment 
and education of present 
and future generations” 
— operating on a budget 
of less than $200 million 
annually, where less than 
$4 million comes from 
Oregonians’ tax dollars, 
the Environment Oregon 
report states.

REPORT 
CONCLUSION

Oregon’s state parks are 
a defining part of what 
makes our state special. 
From the coast to the high 
desert, these places offer 
Oregonians a shared inher-
itance of natural beauty, 
recreation, and refuge. 
The findings of this sur-
vey confirm what many 
already know intuitively: 
Oregonians deeply value 
their state parks, visit them 
often, and overwhelmingly 
believe they are worth pro-
tecting. Across geography, 
background, and patterns 
of use, respondents con-
sistently rated Oregon’s 
parks highly and identified 
natural preservation as 
the most important part of 
OPRD’s mission.

The survey results show 
strong, consistent support 
for a proven alternative: 
Offering residents the 
opportunity to support 
state parks through a 
voluntary, vehicle-regis-
tration-based program. 
Across urban, suburban 
and rural respondents, 
nearly half said they 
would be “very likely” to 
participate.

See the full report at: 
https://environmentam-

erica.org/oregon/resources/
oregon-state-parks-survey/

SURVEY
From Page A1

event stage with capacity 
for 66 persons, an event 
lawn with capacity for 
1800 persons, entry plaza 
with art mural/ donor 
wall/ donor pavers, a 
promenade with historical 
timeline, public restrooms 
with a universal changing 
table, 78 parking spaces, 
and many native plantings 
including a bioswale.

Our park is designed, 
per public input, as 50% 
planned recreation ameni-
ties (such as playgrounds 
and stage) and 50% nat-
ural recreation with trail, 
pathways, and over 27,000 
plants, shrubs and trees 
installed.

Lincoln County 
Leader: Overall, what do 
you believe this new park 
offers the community and 
our visitors?

Sprague: This is a 
park where everybody 
finds their favorite spot, 
whether it’s playing ball, 
enjoying nature, or simply 
socializing with others. 
‘Everybody’ includes all 
ages and abilities, residents 
and tourists alike. We are 
intentionally offering more 
recreation spaces to include 
everybody – as adults want 
to play just as much as 
kids!

This park is not just 
about physical and mental 
health and wellness, but 
also about socialization and 
community.

Kudos for this park 

vision and design needs 
to be paid directly to our 
community, City Council, 
and our Advisory Board. 
They voiced that this new 
park must welcome all, 
and we’re doing what they 
asked.

Lincoln County 
Leader: What is it about 
the park that you believe is 
unique and intriguing? 

Sprague: This park 
design focuses on inclusion 
and accessibility for all 
ages and abilities. We have 
worked with the public and 
many community partners 
to make everyone feel that 
they belong in our park.

To foster a sense of com-
munity and belonging, we 
offer opportunities at SCDP 
for all to recreate together, 
to find challenges at their 
own level, and to have 
choice. We know the min-
imum standards of acces-
sibility – and we know to 
advance to be even more 
inclusive.

We constructed the 1st 
public inclusive and acces-
sible playground on the 
Coast with much partner 
involvement. We will also 
offer the following inclu-
sive amenities at SCDP: 
hearing loops, universal 
changing table, RightHear 
program for vision 
impaired, communication 
boards, and mobi mats 
when needed.

Lincoln County 
Leader: What was the 
price tag for this new park 
and how was it funded?

Sprague: We have been 
incredibly fortunate to 

have had great success in 
forming partnerships with 
organizations that support 
our efforts and see our 
vision for this park. We 
have raised over $3.6M in 
alternative funding towards 
our $11M Schooner Creek 
Discovery Park project. 
The remaining balance is 
funded through the City.

Between grants, legisla-
tive dollars, endowments, 
foundations, our capital 
campaign, sponsorships, 
some wonderful part-
nerships, and Friends of 
Lincoln City Parks & 
Recreation, this fundraised 
money was a huge assist to 
park development. In addi-
tion to the financial sup-
port, we have received end-
less enthusiasm, encour-
agement and support in the 
development of SCDP!

Lincoln County 
Leader: Are there any 
other areas of Lincoln City 
that your department is 
focusing on that could be 
possible sites for other park 
development, why those 
areas, and where would 
those sites be?

Sprague: At this time, 
we are fully focusing on 
completion of SCDP Phase 
3 before we aim for further 
park development. With the 
guidance of our LCP&R 
Advisory Board, we are 
following our 2016 20-year 
Parks System Plan. In this 
month of July, the Board 
is finalizing the 10-year 
amendment of the plan 
with me, to present to City 
Council on August 24.

We continue to complete 

deferred parks mainte-
nance as we’re able, which 
results in ongoing park 
improvements.

New Public Artwork
A new public art installa-

tion celebrating the Oregon 
Coast’s native wildlife 
and natural beauty has 
joined the Lincoln City Art 
Trail at Schooner Creek 
Discovery Park.

Titled “Nature’s Meeting 
Spot,” the mural was cre-
ated by PangeaSeed, a non-
profit creative studio that 
inspires ocean conservation 
through public art, and 
painted by artist Jeremy 
Nichols. As the newest stop 
along the city’s growing 
collection of murals, sculp-
tures, and mosaics, the 
artwork invites visitors to 
experience the intersection 
of art, nature, and commu-
nity while exploring one of 
Lincoln City’s newest pub-
lic gathering spaces.

Inspired by the color-
ful sunsets of the Oregon 
Coast, “Nature’s Meeting 
Spot” features a bright, 
vibrant color palette and 
showcases several native 
species, including the great 
blue heron, osprey, coho 
salmon, Chinook salmon, 
Dungeness crab, eula-
chon, silverspot butterfly, 
Roosevelt elk, and great 
egret.

The location itself also 
serves as an important 
source of inspiration. 
Flowing through the heart 
of Lincoln City before 
emptying into Siletz Bay, 
Schooner Creek is part of a 
20-square-mile watershed 

that serves as a vital source 
of the community’s drink-
ing water and provides 
critical spawning habitat 
for Chinook salmon, steel-
head, and other native 
species. The new mural 
celebrates the diverse 
wildlife throughout the 
Siletz Bay and Schooner 
Creek estuary and the sur-
rounding coastal forests, 
while highlighting the deep 
connection between the 
community and the natural 
environment that defines 
Lincoln City. 

“This new mural beau-
tifully captures the spirit 
of Lincoln City and the 
connection between our 
creative community and 
the extraordinary natural 
environment that surrounds 
us,” Explore Lincoln City 
Director Kim Cooper 
Findling said. “It show-
cases the power of col-
laboration while creating 
another welcoming space 
where residents and visi-
tors alike can experience 
the wildlife, artistry, and 
sense of place that make 
Lincoln City so special. It’s 
a wonderful reminder that 
public art can inspire curi-
osity, spark connection, and 
deepen appreciation for the 
landscapes we call home.”

Visitors can experience 
“Nature’s Meeting Spot” as 
part of the Lincoln City Art 
Trail, a free digital passport 
that places visitors on a 
self-guided journey through 
more than 30 public art 
installations across the 
city, including sculptures, 
murals, mosaics, and other 

creative works. The trail 
offers an interactive way 
to explore Lincoln City’s 
vibrant art scene while 
discovering the commu-
nity’s distinctive coastal 
character.

Once completed, Cooper 
Findling said Schooner 
Creek Discovery Park will 
serve as a vibrant com-
munity destination where 
visitors can relax, connect, 
and experience the beauty 
of the surrounding envi-
ronment. Thoughtfully 
designed landscaping will 
create inviting spaces to 
gather, socialize, and enjoy 
the outdoors, while com-
memorative pavers and a 
donor wall will recognize 
the community members 
whose support helped bring 
the park’s vision to life.

Funded through the 
Lincoln City Percent for 
Art program, “Nature’s 
Meeting Spot” was selected 
through a collaborative 
process involving Explore 
Lincoln City, Lincoln City 
Parks and Recreation, 
the Lincoln City Public 
Arts Committee, and the 
Lincoln City Parks and 
Recreation Board. 

See a video and more 
photos at: https://brand-
folder.com/s/3nnwpm-
fj986h7x639qsxw

Schooner Creek 
Discovery Park is located 
at 4815 SE 51st Street in 
the Taft District of Lincoln 
City.

Read previous coverage 
of this park project at the 
Lincoln County Leader’s 
website.

PARK
From Page A1
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OPINION

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ONLINE POLL

QUOTE OF 
THE WEEK

“Innovation distin-
guishes between a leader 
and a follower.”

Steve Jobs

TECHNOLOGY

PREVIOUS POLL

How important is 
coastal tourism to you 
and your family?

28.1%.................Very 
important. Our 
business/occupation is 
tourism-based.
40.6%............... It’s important 
because it affects our 
business community.
31.3%................. It’s not 
important. Our livelihood 
is sustainable without it.

NEW POLL

Since you are 
seeing this online, 
from where are 
you logging on?

•	 Lincoln County
•	 Somewhere in Oregon
•	 Out of State
•	 Out of the country

LINCOLN CITY 
BRUSH FIRE

I am the owner of one 
of the homes put in jeop-
ardy by the recent fire 
along Coast Avenue.

Thank you for your 
coverage of this unfortu-
nate event.

If at all possible, I hope 
you are able to report on 
the costs to both police 
and fire for their incred-
ible efforts to prevent 
the fire from destroying 
homes. Tax payers should 
see these costs, as should 
our legal representatives.

Forty years ago my hus-
band began extra planting 
efforts to preserve that 
hillside in front of our 
home, and the homes 
on both sides of us. No 
neighbors wanted to go to 
this effort or expense, so 
he took it upon himself to 
get it done for our protec-
tion. We also participated 

in the gorse removal 
program of some years 
ago. Now, it looks like 
more planting will need 
to be done to help prevent 
beach erosion.

There is a $500 fine 
for just climbing these 
hillsides, so I am hoping 
the court will see fit to 
find a fair way for these 
eight young men to make 
reparation. Personally, I 
hope it is via financial 
compensation across the 
board and in good old 
sweat equity.

Again, thank you for 
your excellent coverage.

Sharon Lawton
Lincoln City 

THANK YOU, OREGON
Dear Oregonians,
I want to thank you for 

doing your part in this 
year’s Primary Election– 
for casting your ballot and 
making your voice heard. 

Thank you for participat-
ing in our democracy.

Voting is safe and con-
venient here in Oregon 
thanks to our vote-by-mail 
system. We consistently 
have some of the highest 
voter turnout in the coun-
try because of it, and this 
election was no exception. 
More than 1.28 million 
eligible Oregonians voted 
in this year’s primary. 
That’s the highest turnout 
we’ve ever seen in a mid-
term primary election.

And with several 
important measures and 
candidate races on the 
ballot, Oregonians showed 
up to shape the future of 
their communities and 
our state. Together, you 
decided who we’ll see on 
the November ballot and 
helped chart the course 
Oregon will take in the 
years ahead.

I cannot overstate how 

meaningful that is.
Voting is how we hold 

politicians accountable. 
It’s how we elect repre-
sentatives to advocate for 
our communities. It’s how 
we shape the future of our 
state, and our country.

Your vote is your 
power.

That’s exactly why our 
most fundamental right-
has come under increasing 
attack in recent months.

We’ve seen uncon-
stitutional executive 
orders that threaten the 
integrity of our elections 
get issued. We’ve seen 
lawsuits aimed at under-
mining vote-by-mail get 
filed. We’ve seen repeated 
efforts aimed at mak-
ing Americans question 
whether their vote truly 
matters.

But our democracy 
holds strong.

We’ve gotten a lot of 

great news in the past few 
weeks, and I hope you’ll 
take a moment to read 
more on that below, but 
here’s the bottom line: 
your vote matters, and you 
can trust that it will be 
counted this November.

Just remember to vote 
early, and use an official 
ballot drop box whenever 
possible.

As we ring out our 
nation’s 250th anniversary, 
the semiquincentennial, 
we’re reminded that the 
work of building a more 
perfect union belongs to 
all of us.

Every election provides 
us with another oppor-
tunity to do that work 
together, and I look for-
ward to joining you in that 
effort this November.

Sincerely,
Tobias Read

Oregon Secretary of 
State

FROM MY OWN 
EXPERIENCE 

In the June 3, 2026, 
Leader, Paul S. Haeder 
says, “When you walk 
by a homeless citizen or 
smell the pot [marijuana] 
coming from a cluttered 
van with six people living 
inside, figure out which 
human you are – a giver 
or taker.”

I’m sorry, the max I 
know of is only 2 people 
plus 4 dogs living in a 
small van.

But when I smell the 
weed, I think, “Where’d 
you get the money for that 
weed? Is that the best use 
of money? What is that 
doing for your sanity, your 
ability to make any ele-
mentary plan to improve 
your life, get out of a 
dead-end rut?”

You have a perfect right 
to ask what I’m doing 
with my life, and I reckon 
I have a right to ask what 
you’re doing with yours, 
especially if it’s awash 
in aimlessness and drug 
use. Yes, I do know from 
my own experience, pos-
sibly far better than Paul 
Haeder, what drug abuse 
is, and what a dead end.

Perhaps when Haeder 
reaches heaven, he’ll find 
conditions more to his 
liking than here on still 
evolving Earth.

Tyrannosuarus Rex has 
two years left to stomp 
and rend. I wish Haeder 
was also term – limited, 
but at least he helps fill 
up blank space in a small-
town paper.

Hue Miller
Newport

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

When Oregon lawmak-
ers in 2013 passed a law 
establishing some of the 
state’s earliest guidelines 
for public drone usage, 
not a single state or local 
agency was using drones.

The law prohibited the 
use of armed drones and 
restricted their use in law 
enforcement surveillance 
to cases involving a search 
warrant or life-threaten-
ing emergencies, such as 
search and rescue situa-
tions. It also required the 
Oregon Department of 
Aviation in 2016 to estab-
lish a registry of every 
public agency’s drone.

Since then, public use 
drones have become a part 
of everyday operations for 
public safety, wildfire mit-
igation and infrastructure 
repair. 

The aviation agency has 
registered a total of 1,172 
public drones in its sys-
tem, with 690 remaining 
active. Most registered 
drones come from cities 
and counties. State agen-
cies make up about one-
third of registered drones. 

State Police use most 
drones of any state agency

Oregon State Police 
has the most drones of 
any state agency, with 66 
registered in the aviation 
department’s database as 
of late June.

The most common 

reason state police deploy 
drones is to document 
evidence from car crashes 
that can be used in court, 
said Sgt. William Bush, 
who in 2016 became the 
agency’s first drone pilot. 

“Every minute that we 
can save in documenting 
a scene and getting those 
roadways open, we save 
ourselves the probabil-
ity that those secondary 
crashes occur,” Bush said 
in a phone interview. 

Drones also help state 
police during special 
operations, for instance by 
showing them if there’s 
a gap in the perimeter 
during pursuits. 

“In other scenarios, 
we’re able to get close to 
vehicles in vehicle stand-
offs to see whether or not 
the suspect is armed or if 
they’re actively making 
threats with any form of 
weapon, which can kind 
of just help us adjust the 
temperature with which 
we’re dealing with it,” he 
said. 

The agency has 
deployed 660 flights this 
year as of early July. 

Lawmakers in 2025 
tried to update the regula-
tions so law enforcement 
could use drones with-
out warrants for broader 
emergencies, but the bill 
died in the committee 
process, much to Bush’s 
disappointment. 

Despite local law 
enforcements supporting 

the bill, it faced intense 
opposition from political 
advocacy groups such 
as the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Oregon 
and the farmworkers union 
Pineros y Campesinos 
Unidos del Noroeste, or 
PCUN, who cited con-
cerns about potential 
surveillance abuse, par-
ticularly for marginalized 
communities. 

About 97% of the 1,100 
letters sent to lawmak-
ers of testimony were in 
opposition. 

“As a private citizen, 
I’m equally concerned 
about maintaining my 
privacy at all times,” Bush 
said. “However, when it 

comes to law enforcement, 
we’re really only using 
these things to do the very 
best we can to keep our-
selves, the general public 
and suspects safe.”

Saving money and keep-
ing crews safe

Behind Oregon State 
Police, Oregon’s forestry, 
transportation and fish and 
wildlife departments make 
up the top drone users 
among state agencies. 

At the Oregon 
Department of Forestry, 
it’s hard to find a part of 
the agency that doesn’t use 
drones, said Cole Lindsay, 
the agency’s northwest 
area aviation coordinator.

Since the agency began 

its drone program in 
2017, it has used drones 
to monitor wildfires and 
buildings, detect invasive 
species and conduct tree 
counts. 

Lindsay said drones 
don’t replace workers, but 
build efficiency. 

“People are valuable 
and people are expen-
sive, and we don’t want 
anybody to be wasting 
any time or to get hurt,” 
he said. “And so there’s 
many times where you 
can arrive on the scene of 
a fire or to a job site out 
in the woods and be able 
to launch a drone and get 
an idea what is happening 
around you much better 

than you would without 
it.”

Dozens of survey, 
maintenance and geology 
staff also use drones at 
the Oregon Department of 
Transportation to monitor 
landslides and map diffi-
cult-to-reach areas. The 
agency deployed drones 
770 times in 2025. 

Meanwhile, the Oregon 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife uses drones to 
focus on habitat and vege-
tation and wildlife counts, 
tracking everything from 
seals and sea lions to 
nesting birds and elk. The 
agency conducted 402 
drone flights in 2025. 

“The drone aerial 
view provides better data 
than boat surveys that is 
cheaper, safer and easier 
to deploy than occupied 
aircraft,” said agency 
spokesperson Michelle 
Dennehy.

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/07/13/
how-oregons-state-agen-
cies-adopted-drones-over-
the-last-decade/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition 
of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com.

Oregon Department of Aviation director Kenji Sugahara operates a drone 
at the Toketee State Airport. (Courtesy from the Oregon Department of 
Aviation)

How Oregon’s state agencies adopted drones over the last decade
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BUSINESS

OREGON DEPARTMENT 
OF HUMAN SERVICES

Young people in Oregon 
who have experienced home-
lessness and are pursuing 
higher education at eligible 
Oregon schools are eligible 
for the Oregon Department 
of Human Services, Youth 
Experiencing Homelessness 
Program Tuition and Fee 
Waiver Program.

“College can feel out of 
reach for young people who 
have experienced homeless-
ness, and this program tells 
them that Oregon knows their 
future is worth investing in,” 
ODHS Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness Program 
Manager Matthew Rasmussen 
said.

Bell Cambridge, a recipient 
of the waiver and member of 
YEHP’s Youth Action Board, 
said the tuition and fee waiver 

program means opportunity.
“It is an opportunity to pur-

sue a meaningful future and 
a career that I never thought 
possible for myself or others 
like me,” Cambridge said. 
“For a long time, I believed I 
wasn’t able or worthy enough 
to get the chance to pursue 
higher education. This pro-
gram changes that. It grants 
youth who have been dispro-
portionately disadvantaged a 
genuine chance to break the 
cycle. By providing access to 
stability and opportunity, it 
represents an investment in my 
future and a validation that my 
abilities and potential are not 
limited by my circumstances.”

Who can apply
Young people under the 

age of 25 who experienced 
unaccompanied homeless-
ness for at least six months 
between ages 14 and 24 and 

received services when they 
were 16 or older from a Youth 
Experiencing Homelessness 
Program partner are eligible to 
apply.

There is no deadline to 
apply, but applicants must 
also have completed the 
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) or 
the Oregon Student Aid 
Application (ORSAA). They 
must also be enrolled in at 
least one course credit towards 
their undergraduate degree at 
an Oregon public university or 
community college and be in 
good academic standing 

How to apply
Visit the ODHS Resources 

for Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness webpage for 
more information about the 
waiver program and applica-
tions. Applications are avail-
able in English and Spanish.

Young people can also 
request help with the appli-
cation from the ODHS Youth 
Experiencing Homelessness 
Program.

How it works
The waiver covers tuition 

for academic credit courses, 
mandatory enrollment fees, 
one-time fees, and course 
fees for students pursuing a 
two-year or four-year under-
graduate degree at an Oregon 
public university or commu-
nity college. It is a waiver of 
last resort, meaning it waives 
any tuition and fees remain-
ing after all other federal, 
state and institutional grants 
and scholarships have been 
applied.

Some financial aid sources 
such as loans, the Chaffee 
Education and Training Grant, 
and non-tuition scholarships 
from sources outside of the 

college, will not reduce the 
amount of tuition and fees 
waived.

More information
More information can 

be found online at the 
ODHS Resources for Youth 
Experiencing Homeless 
webpage.

The ODHS Youth 
Experiencing Homelessness 
Program Tuition and Fee 
Waiver Program is made possi-
ble by House Bill 4013 passed 
during the 2022 Session of the 
Oregon Legislature.

About the Oregon 
Department of Human 

Services
The mission of ODHS is to 

help Oregonians in their own 
communities achieve wellbe-
ing and independence through 
opportunities that protect, 
empower, respect choice and 
preserve dignity.

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

The Oregon Health Authority 
has so far awarded $175.3 mil-
lion in grants from a new fed-
eral program meant to support 
rural healthcare.

The Rural Health 
Transformation Program, estab-
lished by the massive tax and 
spending law Congressional 
Republicans passed in July 
2025, dedicates funding until 
2030 for projects aimed at 
improving the health of people 
living in rural communities. 

On Tuesday, the agency 
announced it would distribute 
$97 million worth of grants to 
support 136 rural healthcare 
projects across the state — 
marking the largest round of 
funding it has awarded since 
the program began. 

Oregon received $197.3 
million from the federal gov-
ernment for 2026, and it could 
receive up to $1 billion over 
the next four years of the 
program. 

Gov. Tina Kotek in a state-
ment said there was over-
whelming interest in the pro-
gram, and the state is working 
on distributing the funds as 
quickly as possible. First year 
grant recipients can begin using 
the federal funding for projects 
this month. They must use the 

funding by September 2027.
More than $80 million in 

the latest round will support 
103 projects across 85 orga-
nizations that competitively 
applied for funding. That 
includes $2.1 million for the 
Native American Rehabilitation 
Association of the Northwest, 
a nonprofit offering education, 
physical and mental health 
services and substance abuse 
treatment to Native Americans. 
Another $2.3 million will go 
to the Providence Hood River 
Memorial Hospital and Mercy 
Flights, a Medford-based 
medical nonprofit transporta-
tion organization, will receive 
$300,000. 

The remaining $17 million in 
this round will fund 33 imme-
diate projects, including ones 
that aim to expand mobile den-
tal healthcare along Oregon’s 
North Coast, improve access 
to meals for older adults in 
Oregon’s remote communities 
and grow mobile prenatal and 
postpartum services across the 
Rogue Valley, Central Oregon 
and Eastern Oregon. 

“These awards support prac-
tical, community-driven efforts 
to improve access to health in 
rural Oregon,” said Oregon 
Health Authority Director Dr. 
Sejal Hathi. “Rural communi-
ties know their needs best, and 
this funding is intended to help 

them strengthen local services, 
expand workforce capacity, 
and address barriers that make 
it harder for people to get care 
close to home.”

State officials acknowledged 
that the program was packed 
in the same law that slashed an 
estimated $15 billion in federal 
funding for Oregon programs 
that provide health insurance 
and food assistance. 

“While the total funding 
Oregon is receiving through the 

Rural Health Transformation 
Program is relatively small 
when you consider the full 
impact of recent federal 
Medicaid cuts, these awards 
can make a huge difference 
for individual organizations 
that are doing much-needed 
work in rural Oregon,” said 
Clare Pierce-Wrobel, the health 
authority’s policy and analytics 
director.

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/briefs/

oregon-awards-the-largest-
round-of-federal-rural-health-
care-grants/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a coa-
lition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader 

The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) gen-
erated more than $10.7 
million in revenue from 
timber sales during the 
second quarter of 2026.

The BLM said the sale 
supports American jobs 
and increasing domestic 
timber supply.

During the quarter, the 
BLM sold approximately 
41 million board feet of 

timber across 1,500 acres 
in Oregon and California.

That amount of lum-
ber is enough to build 
nearly 2,600 homes and 
supports local economies 
and well-paying jobs in 
logging, milling, and 
construction, the BLM 
states in a release.

The quarterly results 
come as recently con-
firmed BLM Director 
Steve Pearce visited 
western Oregon to meet 
with BLM employees, 

industry partners, and 
local mills about the 
BLM’s timber program 
and the work happening 
to support domestic tim-
ber production.

“This was such an 
important trip for me 
to take,” Pearce said. 
“It was great to see 
Americans doing real 
work on the ground. 
These folks are part of 
a crucial industry that is 
helping rebuild the econ-
omy from the ground 

up.”
The BLM plans to hold 

six timber sales in July 
2026 to offer 31 million 
board feet of timber 
across almost 835 acres.

More information 
about BLM’s timber 
plans and results can be 
found at https://www.
blm.gov/programs/
natural-resources/for-
ests-and-woodlands/
timber-sales.

BACKGROUND
The BLM manages 

58 million acres of 
forests—including 2.4 
million acres in western 
Oregon—of some of the 
most productive forests 
in the world, and is com-
mitted to supplying a 
reliable, secure, and resil-
ient domestic supply of 
timber, according to the 
release.

BLM forestry sup-
ports economic secu-
rity, reduces risks from 
wildfire, conserves fish 
and wildlife habitat, and 

decreases costs of energy 
production. Local com-
munities rely on jobs that 
come from BLM forests, 
and timber from public 
land feeds local industry.

More than 20% of 
BLM-managed lands are 
forest and woodland eco-
systems. The BLM said 
it ensures the health and 
resilience of these public 
forest lands as well as the 
availability of traditional 
forest products, such as 
timber.

With funding from the Rural Health Transformation Program, Oregon Health & Science 
University’s Casey Eye Institute will expand its mobile vision program to Seaside. The 
mobile program visits communities across the state to provide adults free screenings, 
exams, and eyeglasses. (Courtesy from Oregon Health & Sciences university)

Oregon awards the largest round of federal rural healthcare grants

College tuition, fees waved for homeless young people

BLM generated more than $10.7 million in revenue from timber sales

responsibility on its hands 
and not enough money. 
Both Starr and Gomberg 
poked at the idea of split-
ting some of the depart-
ment’s responsibilities into 
their own agencies.

“I think we need to 
reimagine the department 
of transportation,” Starr 
said. “Does it make sense 
to have DMV as part of 
the department of transpor-
tation? Does it make sense 
to have a rail division as 

part of the transportation 
department? You can 
pull out rail and transit 
as a separate standalone 
agency. I think we need to 
think about those bigger 
questions.” 

Many in the roundta-
ble supported the idea of 
implementing road user 
charges, or charging driv-
ers based on the number 
of miles they travel rather 
than the amount of fuel 
they purchase. 

Some shared concerns 
about how the state would 
track people’s vehicle 
mileage and privacy 

concerns without creating 
more bureaucracy. Those 
concerns, Starr said, can be 
addressed if the state were 
to contract with an outside 
vendor. 

The state already offers 
electric vehicle drivers the 
option to pay per mile or 
pay higher fees at regis-
tration to account for not 
paying a gas tax. 

Oregon lawmakers 
reflect on transportation 
funding mistakes 

Lawmakers emphasized 
the need to introduce their 
transportation funding 
legislation much earlier in 

the process than they did 
in 2025. 

“The bill has to come 
out at the end of January, 
beginning of February,” 
Gamba said. “That’s how 
early so that we have the 
time to work it through it.”

Lawmakers and work-
group members also 
agreed that a new trans-
portation funding pack-
age shouldn’t commit to 
projects before having an 
accurate cost estimate, 
pointing to the uncom-
pleted Interstate 5 Rose 
Quarter and Interstate 205 
Abernethy Bridge projects 

met with staggering cost 
overruns surpassing initial 
legislative estimates. 

“I’d like to see that to 
make sure that we can 
really make sure we’re 
preserving our existing 
road system first before we 
over commit our state and 
then our debt and bond 
capacity,” Phạm said.  

Broadman said he sees 
2027 as a clean slate for 
lawmakers to address the 
state’s transportation woes. 

“I would love to leave 
the politics of 2025 
behind,” he said. “I don’t 
want to leave the work 

behind.”
https://oregoncapital-

chronicle.com/2026/07/07/
oregon-lawmak-
ers-say-theyll-prioritize-bi-
partisanship-in-2027-trans
portation-funding-plan/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact 
Editor Lynne Terry for 
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

PLAN
From Page A3
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The American Red 
Cross is making an 
urgent call for blood and 
platelet donors to book 
an appointment to give 
now to ensure hospi-
tals stay ready to help 
patients without delay.

As people get ready 
for summer adventures 
and big national festiv-
ities, the Red Cross and 
Warner Bros. Discovery 
Global Consumer 
Products are partnering 
to remind everyone of 
something important: 
the need for blood never 
goes on vacation.

Individuals can join 
our squad to honor the 
country’s 250th anni-
versary and America’s 
spirit of service by giving 
blood: All who come to 
give through July 12 will 
receive a classic Red 
Cross x Looney Tunes 

T-shirt, while supplies 
last.

See RedCrossBlood.
org/LooneyTunes for 
details.

Celebrate stars, stripes 
and saving lives. Book a 
time to donate blood or 
platelets now by visit-
ing RedCrossBlood.org, 
downloading the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, 
or calling 1-800-RED 
CROSS.

Summer pressures rise
This Independence 

Day, along with the 
Looney Tunes charac-
ters, we’re inspiring 
a new generation of 
heroes — with a car-
toon twist — at a time 
when every donation is 
critical to keeping the 
blood supply strong amid 
growing hurdles. Aside 

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader 

Oregon State 
University is now home 
to one of only five fully 
assembled blue whale 
skeletons on display in 
the United States.

The effort to assemble 
the skeleton took several 
months and was most 
recently completed at the 
Hatfield Marine Science 
Center in Newport. Read 
more about the project 
with this story at the 
Lincoln County Leader 
website.

The Lincoln County 
Leader reached out 
to Lisa Ballance, the 
director of the Marine 
Mammal Institute, to 

gain insight into this his-
toric effort.

Lincoln County 
Leader: What were the 
most challenging parts 
of assembling the blue 
whale skeleton and 
how did those partici-
pating overcome those 
challenges?

Lisa Ballance: The 
project was filled with 
challenges at every step. 
From the beginning - 
with the discovery of this 
animal on the beach in 
southern Oregon, to the 
last bone being placed in 
its cradle completing the 
exhibit, and even today 
and into the future, we 
have faced challenges. 

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader 

Community members 
and visitors are invited to 
the 50th anniversary cel-
ebration for the Cascade 
Head Biosphere Region.

The Cascade Head 

Biosphere Collaborative, 
in partnership with the 
Explore Lincoln City 
Team, invites the public 
to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the 
Cascade Head Biosphere 
Region from 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday, July 18, 

at Knight Park on the 
Salmon River Estuary, 
just north of Lincoln 
City.

This free, fami-
ly-friendly celebration 
honors five decades of 

Red Cross seeks blood donors

Cascade Head Biosphere 
Region celebrates 50 years

Cascade head and Marine Reserve. (Courtesy photo)

See DONOR, page B5 See BIOSPHERE, page B3

Standing proud and true

Blue whale skeleton at Newport

See WHALE, page B3

See GALA, page B3

Frank Hadfield, 
center, places a rib 
bone in a display 
at Hatfield Marine 
Science Center in 
Newport. (Brian 
Horne / Oregon 
State University)

Completed blue whale. The skeleton 
is now on display at Hatfield  Marine 
Science Center in Newport. (Michelle 
Klampe / Oregon State University)

Bones are placed in a display at Hatfield Marine Science Center in 
Newport, Oregon. (Brian Horne / Oregon State University)

July 18 is almost here, 
and Coastal Voices is 
getting ready to raise the 
curtain on our Broadway 
Magic! Gala: Do You 
Hear The People Sing? 

Join us at the Newport 
Performing Arts Center 
for a black-tie-optional 
evening of appetizers, 
drinks, silent auction 
bidding, raffles, and 
Broadway favorites 
from Hamilton, 1776, 
West Side Story and Les 
Misérables. 

The gala begins at 5 
p.m. with the reception, 
raffles, and silent auction, 
to be followed by the 
performance at 6:30 p.m. 

The musical selections 
feature some favorite 
local talent, including 
Jason Holland, McKenna 
Hoover, Gidget Manucci, 
Marc Montminy, and 
others with Jennifer 

VanBruggen Hamilton as 
narrator and Marie Read 
at the piano. 

You won’t want to 
miss out on the fantastic 
raffle prizes and silent 

auction items have been 
provided by many gen-
erous donors including 
an American flag quilt 

The Lincoln County 
Board of REALTORS® 
is hosting a community 
event to raise funds for 
our scholarship program, 
a 5K Family Fun Run, 
at South Beach State 
Park from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m.  Saturday, July 18. 

This event is open to 
the public and welcomes 
participants of all ages 
and abilities, making it 
a great opportunity for 
community members to 
come together in support 
of local students while 
enjoying a fun and fami-
ly-friendly activity.

All proceeds from the 
event will directly bene-
fit our scholarship fund, 
which provides financial 
assistance to local grad-
uating seniors as they 
pursue their educational 
goals. 

Over the past nine 

years, our scholarship 
program has awarded 
$82,500 to students 
throughout our commu-
nity, and we are com-
mitted to continuing and 
expanding that support 
in the years ahead.

This event is not only 
a fundraiser but also 
a chance to celebrate 
community involvement 
and invest in the future 
of our local students. 

Any assistance in help-
ing spread the word 
about the 5K Family 
Fun Run would be 
greatly appreciated and 
would help us reach 
even more people who 
may wish to participate 
or support this import-
ant cause.

For more information, 
call 541-994-4949 or 
head to www.lincoln-
countyrealtors.com

The Stage Is Set July 18 Realtors 5K Family Fun Run
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle 
based on a 9x9 grid with several given 
numbers. 

The object is to place the numbers 1 to 
9 in the empty squares so that each row, 
each column and each 3x3 box contains 
the same number only once. 

Support theseSupport these
Local NonprofitLocal Nonprofit

Community Community 
Organizations!Organizations!

Samaritan House envisions a community 
where all families can live together in 

safe, affordable, and sustainable housing; 
and all generations are able to thrive.

715 SW Bay St., Newport OR 97365
Phone: 541-574-8898

Sam House 
samfamshelter.org501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

Please donate

CONTRACTORS
To be included in 

the Business & 
Service Directory

email:
tbarnes@countrymedia.net

Business & Service
DIRECTORY

international recognition 
for one of the world’s 
most spectacular natural 
landscapes, according 
to organizers. In 1976, 
Cascade Head was des-
ignated a UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve, rec-
ognizing its extraordinary 
ecological diversity and 
its role as a global model 
for balancing conserva-
tion, scientific research, 
education, and sustain-
able communities. Today, 
Cascade Head remains 
Oregon’s only UNESCO 
Biosphere Region, joining 
a worldwide network of 
more than 700 biosphere 
reserves across over 128 
countries.

The anniversary cele-
bration will feature pre-
sentations from interna-
tionally respected conser-
vation leaders, including 
Dr. Jerry Franklin, one 
of the world’s foremost 
forest ecologists whose 
pioneering work has 
transformed modern for-
est management, and Jon 
Alan, Chairman of the 
U.S. Biosphere Network, 
who will share the impor-
tance of biosphere regions 
in addressing today’s 
environmental challenges.

Visitors of all ages 
are invited to experience 

an afternoon filled with 
outdoor adventures, edu-
cational programs, and 
family activities celebrat-
ing the unique natural 
heritage of Cascade Head. 
Activities include:
•	 Live music
•	 Estuary boat tours
•	 Guided birding 

excursions
•	 Hikes on Cascade Head
•	 “Secrets of Salmon 

Revealed” educational 
experiences

•	 Nature activities for 
children and families

•	 Snacks and 
refreshments

•	 Interactive exhibits 
and opportunities to 
learn about the region’s 
remarkable ecology
Night Sky at Knight 
Park 8 p.m. –10 p.m.
As daylight fades, the 

celebration continues 
beneath the stars at Knight 
Park. Settle in for an eve-
ning of classical music 
under the night sky before 
exploring distant galaxies, 
star clusters, and other 
celestial wonders through 
a during a guided deep-
space astronomy experi-
ence led by professional 
astronomer Sifan Kahale.

The evening’s musical 
performances feature 
Brandon Lucas of Singing 
Sasquatch Music Center 
and Dan Pack of the 
Siletz Bay Music Festival, 
providing a memorable 

soundtrack to a night of 
music, discovery, and the 
wonders of the cosmos.

BACKGROUND
Stretching from the 

Pacific Ocean to old-
growth forests and the 
Salmon River Estuary, the 
Cascade Head Biosphere 
Region is widely recog-
nized as one of the most 
beautiful and biologically 
diverse landscapes in the 
world. Its stunning scen-
ery, rich cultural history, 
and rare ecosystems con-
tinue to inspire visitors, 
scientists, educators, and 
conservationists from 
around the globe.

The Cascade Head 
Biosphere Region is a 
102,110-acre site orig-
inally designated in 
1976 on the Central 
Oregon Coast by the 
United Nations Man and 
Biosphere Programme and 
then reauthorized to the 
current footprint in 2017. 

Supporters describe the 
region as a rare ecosystem 
that includes the Salmon 
River and its estuary, a 
sandy littoral spit, densely 
forested uplands, a two-
mile basalt headland 
covered in native coastal 
prairie, and a marine 
reserve stretching west 
into the Pacific Ocean. 
Wildlife in the region is 
diverse and abundant, 
including endangered spe-
cies. The unique region is 

protected and managed by 
a community of agencies, 
nonprofits, businesses, and 
residents in the surround-
ing communities. 

In August 2025, the 
Lincoln County Leader 
published a story about 
Northwest Travel & Life 
magazine featuring the 
Cascade Head Biosphere 
Collaborative in the article 
entitled ‘Protected Places 
Exploring Biosphere 
Reserves throughout the 
Northwest.’

“These places are stun-
ning – not just for their 
natural beauty and bio-
diversity, but also for the 
communities and cultural 
traditions they support,” 
Northwest Travel & Life 
Chief Editorial Director 
Allan Cox writes in his 
Editor’s Note in the 
beginning of the maga-
zine. “The idea behind 
a Biosphere Reserve is 
to find balance between 
people using the land 
and nature continuing to 
thrive.”

Reacting to the rec-
ognition, Cascade Head 
Biosphere Region Staff 
Scientist, Project and 
Communications Manager 
Paul Robertson said he 
and the Cascade Head 
Biosphere team are con-
tinually surprised by the 
interconnections.

“What continues 
to amaze us is how 

interconnected everything 
is. The Cascade Head 
Biosphere Region isn’t 
just about protecting a 
landscape and/or sea-
scape—it’s about nurtur-
ing relationships between 
people, place, and each 
other,” Robertson said. 
“We’ve also been inspired 
by the creativity of our 
community, from local 
artists to youth who bring 
fresh perspectives to con-
servation and resilience.”

In an interview with the 
Lincoln County Leader 
highlighting the July 18 
celebration, Robertson 
said the significance 
of the Cascade Head 
Biosphere Region to our 
community and beyond, 
is that it is a place where 
people and nature thrive 
together.

“ It protects one of the 
most biologically diverse 
landscapes on the Oregon 
Coast while serving as 
a living laboratory for 
research, education, and 
conservation:” he said. 
“Locally, it strengthens 
our economy, quality of 
life, and sense of place. 
Globally, it demonstrates 
how communities can bal-
ance environmental stew-
ardship with sustainable 
living.”

Robertson said over the 
years, the Cascade Head 
Biosphere Region has 
effectively connected the 

community
“For five decades, the 

Biosphere Region has 
brought together scien-
tists, educators, Tribal 
partners, land managers, 
nonprofits, businesses, 
volunteers, artists, and 
residents around a shared 
purpose,”: he said. “It 
has fostered collaboration 
across property boundaries 
and organizations, creating 
opportunities for learning, 
restoration, recreation, and 
community engagement 
that benefit both people 
and the landscape.”

Robertson also shared 
his vision for the Cascade 
Head Biosphere Region 
for the next 50 years.

“The vision is to 
inspire future generations 
to become stewards of 
this remarkable place,” 
he said. “That means 
expanding environmental 
education, strengthening 
partnerships, supporting 
climate resilience, advanc-
ing community-based 
research, honoring 
Indigenous knowledge, 
and ensuring that healthy 
forests, rivers, estuaries, 
and oceans continue to 
sustain both wildlife and 
the people who call this 
region home. The next 50 
years are about building 
a community where con-
servation, science, culture, 
and opportunity continue 
to grow together.”

BIOSPHERE
From Page B1

Some that immediately 
come to mind:

--Salvaging the bones of 
such an immense animal 
(separating them from 
the flesh and ensuring 
that all bones were found 
and saved) - a task that 
involved over 45 volun-
teers through 9 days of 
hard work in challenging 
conditions;

--Transporting the bones 
to our Institute in Newport 
and arranging for them to 
be soaked in Yaquina Bay 
(first stage of cleaning) 
for 3 years without losing 
any.

--Finding a place to 
store and work on the 
bones after they were 
raised from Yaquina Bay.

--Realizing the mag-
nitude and complexity 
of cleaning the bones 
effectively and without 
damage so that they 
could be put on display 
(we had a small army of 
volunteers ready to help 
and an expert who was 
ready to lead but safety 
considerations ultimately 
led to our partnering with 
Dinosaur Valley Studios 
for this work).

--Navigating the 

complexities associated 
with three teams and crit-
ical project pieces which 
needed to come together 
with little to no margin 
for error (how to pose the 
animal in a dynamic way; 
how to provide structural 
support to make this 
vision for a pose a reality; 
how to engineer sup-
port structures that meet 
requirements and provide 
effective support for 
coastal Oregon weather).

--Permits (for construc-
tion and for working with 
and transporting bones of 
an endangered species).

--Raising funds for the 
project (we remain in 
need of funds to pay for 
completion of the project).

--Maintaining the 
exhibit and providing 
repairs when needed 
(Newport weather is hard 
on steel and bone; we 
intend to conduct regular 
inspections and stay ahead 
of maintenance; this will 
require additional funds).

Lincoln County 
Leader: How did the 
team overcome these 
challenges? 

Ballance: Profound 
belief in our vision and 
hope that this exhibit 
would be impactful 
beyond our wildest 
dreams.

Lincoln County 
Leader: What have those 
participating taken away 
from this experience?

Ballance: Perseverance 
through great challenge 
- this is one of the most 
fulfilling of experiences 
for me. I vastly under-
estimated the impact of 
this exhibit on myself, 
and on others (including 
project partners as well as 
those viewing this exhibit 
for the first time). This 
“force-multiplier” effect 
has caused me to believe 
that completing this proj-
ect may be one of the 
most significant accom-
plishments of my career.

Lincoln County 
Leader: What are the 
benefits of having this 
blue whale skeleton and 
placing it on display?

Ballance: Each time I 
stand beneath this whale, 
I am profoundly affected. 
He is powerful, humbling, 
inspiring. I feel awe and 
am keenly aware of the 
extraordinary and myste-
rious nature of life in our 
oceans. My mind expands 
and wonders. (I confess, 
my feelings come as a 
surprise to me because of 
my decades-long career 
working in all the world’s 
oceans around extraordi-
nary animals, behavior, 

and events, that include 
spectacular encounters 
with blue whales.) I hope 
those who stand beneath 
this whale will experience 
these same emotions and 
be taken in directions 
that change lives and our 
future through the paths 
these visitors take after 
this experience.

The public is invited to 
celebrate the completion 
of the skeleton project 
on Thursday, July 16, 
at the Hatfield Marine 
Science Center, 2030 SE 
Marine Science Drive, in 
Newport.
SCHEDULE

11 a.m. Exhibit 
Viewing, Gladys Valley 
Marine Studies Building

11:30 a.m. Celebration 
Program, Carmen Ford 
Phillips Auditorium
PROGRAM SPEAKERS
•	 Dr. Lisa T. Ballance, 

Director, Marine 
Mammal Institute

•	 Dr. Bruce Mate, 
Founder, Marine 
Mammal Institute

•	 Frank Hadfield, 
Dinosaur Valley Studios

•	 Jim Rice, Stranding 
Program Manager, 
Marine Mammal 
Institute

•	 Norm Faris, Valar 
Engineering

•	 Dr. Belinda A. Batten, 

Interim Executive 
Director, Hatfield 
Marine Science Center

BLUE WHALE 
RESEARCH SEMINAR

3:30–4:30 p.m. Carmen 
Ford Phillips Auditorium

The afternoon seminar 
features presentations 
about Marine Mammal 
Institute blue whale 
research by Bruce Mate, 
Dawn Barlow and Kate 
Stafford. Remote atten-
dance will be available via 
hmsc.oregonstate.edu/past 
seminars.

For the public: To 
request accommodations 
or RSVP (appreciated but 
not required), please con-
tact: Shannon Reed, 541-
867-0212, shannon.reed@
oregonstate.edu.

Bones were collected 
under authority of the 
NOAA Marine Mammal 
Health and Stranding 
Response Program Permit 
No. 18786 and transferred 
to OSU’s Permit No. 
23092 for curation and 
education.

WHALE
From Page B1

from Kathleen Ritzman, a 
Gearhart Golf package, a 
coffee connoisseur basket 
from Elk City Coffee, 
a Salishan Resort get-
away, a wheelbarrow of 
wine, whiskey and more. 
VIP tickets are $75 and 
include admission to the 
gala performance, plus 
access to the pre-show 
reception with appetizers 
and beverages. 

SuperStar tickets are 
$100 and include the 
reception, bonus raffle 
tickets, and your name—
or the name of a business 
or loved one—announced 
as a song sponsor. 

A special thanks to 
our incredible sponsors 
for helping to make this 
possible: P.K. Edgewater, 
Mike & Lissa Davis, 
Beach Daisy Wine, 
Grocery Outlet Newport, 
Most Wanted Painters, 
Oceana Natural Food 

Coop, and Pacific Coast 
Homes. Seating is limited 

and ticket sales close July 
16. 

Visit coastal-voices.org 
for more information.GALA

From Page B1



150
MISC SERVICES

Audien Hearing. The 
world’s first hearing 
aid with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescrip-
tions. 45-day risk free 
trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy 
customers. Call Audi-
en 1-844-387-1163.

DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

FreedomCare. Let 
your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ 
Paid by Medicaid. 
Choose family or 
friends as your paid 
caregiver. Check your 
eligibility today! Call 
FreedomCare now! 
1-855-994-1589.

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For 
a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! 
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is backed by 
a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call 
today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no ob-
ligation estimate. Get 
15% off your entire 
order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an addi-
tional 10% off. Limited 
time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and 
offer details.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a pow-
er move.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional 
installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-980-4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 
50 guided tours avail-
able. Affordable, social 
and stress-free travel 
designed for mature 
travelers. Our tours 
include accommoda-
tions, transportation, 
baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance 
fees, a professional 
Tour Director and se-
lect meals. For a limit-
ed time SAVE $250 on 
all tours. Call YMT to-
day. 1-866-335-3689.

602
BOATS & MOTORS

610
4-WHEEL DRIVE

1993 TOYOTA 4 
RUNNER

3.0 V6 AT. Runs but 
needs work (Project). 
The following parts 
are newly done: Fuel 
Pump, Distributor, 
Heads, Throttle Po-
sition Sensor, Fuel 

Pressure Regulator, 
Timing Belt & Tension-
ers, Clutch Fan & Fan 
Blade. $4800.00. In 
Tillamook. 971-977-
9350

702
GARAGE SALES

706
ESTATE SALE

800
RENTALS

HOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT.
5 4 1 - 2 6 5 - 2 4 0 0 , 
M-F/10-4. Assur-
ance-realtor.com

804
APTS UNFURNISHED

ADVANTAGE REAL 
ESTATE

Find all listed MLS 
property by All Offices 
on our Website! 541-
265-2200 Advantage-
RealEstate.com

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

LCL26-343 NOTICE OF 
SALE OF PERSONAL 
PROPERTY UNDER 

LANDLORD’S 
POSSESSORY LIEN.

Personal property left in 
the following units have 
been seized for non-pay-
ment of rent and will 
be sold at The Storage 
Depot-125 SW Kathleen 
St, Waldport, OR 97394, 
on July 30, 2026, at 
3:00pm; Debbie Shoe-
maker D0412, Bradley 
Halliwell D0406, Michelle 
Secor C0317, Jen Wil-
liams C0316, Scott Hicks 
A0124. 7/15/26 7/22/26

LCL26-344 NOTICE 
OF ELECTION FOR 

DISTRICT DIRECTORS 
OF THE LINCOLN 
SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT
Notice is hereby given 
that on November 3, 
2026, an election will 
be held for the purpose 
of electing board direc-
tor(s) to the following 
positions for the Lincoln 
Soil and Water Conser-
vation District: Positions: 
Zone 2: 4 years Zone 
3: 2 years At Large 1: 4 
years At Large 2: 2 years 
Zone boundaries, eligi-
bility requirements, and 
copies of the required 
election forms may be 
obtained at the Lincoln 
SWCD Office located 
at 914 SW Coast Hwy, 
Newport, OR or at (541) 
265-2631. Election forms 
and information may also 
be found at: https://oda.
direct/SWCD-elections 
Each candidate must file 
a “Declaration of Can-
didacy” and a “Petition 
for Nomination Signature 
Sheet” with the Oregon 
Department of Agricul-
ture, Natural Resources 
Program Area, SWCD 
Elections Clerk. The filing 

deadline is 5:00 p.m. on 
August 25, 2026. The last 
day to file for an elected 
incumbent district candi-
date seeking re-election 
to the same office is 5:00 
p.m. August 18, 2026. 
7/15/26

LCL26-345 
ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS CITY OF 

NEWPORT NEWPORT, 
OREGON GRAVEL 

ROAD PAVING 
PROJECT:

NE 56TH ST, LUCKY 
GAP, NE 57TH ST The 
City of Newport (Owner) 
under City purchasing 
rule 137-049-0200 is 
requesting Bids for the 
construction of the fol-
lowing Project: GRAVEL 
ROAD PAVING PROJ-
ECT, PHASE 2: NE 56TH 
ST, LUCKY GAP, NE 
57TH ST 2025-024-B25 
Bids for the construc-
tion of the Project will 
be received at the City 
of Newport, Engineering 
Department, located at 
169 SW Coast Highway, 
Newport, OR 97365. Bids 
will be received, until 
July 23, 2026, at 2:00 
PM local time. At that 
time the Bids received 
will publicly opened 
and read. The Project 
includes the following 
Work: Partial design/
build: survey, survey 
staking, verifying grades, 
verifying right-of-way 
boundary, profiling/shap-
ing roads, construct-

ing road base, grading, 
rebuilding and adjusting 
manholes, paving, instal-
lation of asphalt berm. a. 
Work will be substantially 
complete by September 
30, 2026 with final com-
pletion October 15, 2026. 
Information and Bidding 
Documents for the Proj-
ect can be found at the 
following designated 
website: www.oregon-
buys.gov Bidding Docu-
ments may be download-
ed from the designated 
website. Prospective 
Bidders are urged to reg-
ister with the designated 
website as a plan holder, 
even if Bidding Docu-
ments are obtained from 
a plan room or source 
other than the designat-
ed website in either elec-
tronic or paper format. 
The designated website 
will be updated periodi-
cally with addenda, lists 
of registered plan hold-
ers, reports, and other 
information relevant to 
submitting a Bid for the 
Project. All official noti-
fications, addenda, and 
other Bidding Docu-
ments will be offered only 
through the designated 
website. Neither Owner 
nor Engineer will be 
responsible for Bidding 
Documents, including 
addenda, if any, obtained 
from sources other than 
the designated website. 
The Issuing Office for the 
Bidding Documents is: 
City of Newport 169 SW 
Coast Highway Newport, 

OR 97365 No Pre-bid 
Conference will be held. 
For all further require-
ments regarding bid 
submittal, qualifications, 
procedures, and con-
tract award, refer to the 
Instructions to Bidders 
that are included in the 
Bidding Documents. This 
Advertisement is issued 
by: Owner: City of New-
port By: Chris Beatty, PE 
Title: City Engineer Date: 
7/15/26
LCL26-346 INVITATION 

TO BID:
Abandoned property of 
The Estate of Brian Cor-
nelius and All Others. For 
Sale, a 1975 SILVC, Cot-
tage, Serial # 0S5364UX, 
Home ID #190054. The 
mobile home is located 
at 923 SE Bay Blvd., 
#45, Newport, OR 97365. 
This will be a private 
sale with a minimum bid 
of $100,000.00. Bids 
accepted until July 29 th 
, 2026. Send/submit bids 
to 18150 SW Boones 
Ferry Road, Portland, 
OR 97224, Attn: Audra. 
Please call Heather Man-
zer at: 541-265-5088 
for appointment to see 
home. 7/15/26 7/22/26

LCL26-347 PUBLIC 
NOTICE

The Lincoln City Police 
Department has in its 
physical possession 
the unclaimed person-
al property described 
below. If you have any 
ownership interest in 

any of that unclaimed 
property, you must file 
a claim with the Lincoln 
City Police Department 
within 30 days from the 
date of publication of 
this notice, or you will 
lose your interest in that 
property. The person-
al property is described 
as: Wallets, Backpacks, 
Urns, Jewelry, Knives, 
Keys, Firearms, BB 
Guns, Clothing, Camping 
Equipment, Guitar, Cell 
Phones, Money, Identi-
fication, Kayak, Bikes, 
Tools, Documents, Toys, 
Cans, Misc. Electronics, 
Misc. Hygiene Items, 
Check Books, Ammuni-
tion, Bilge Pump, Debit/
Credit Cards, Glasses/
Sunglasses, Gun Cases, 
Prescription Medication, 
and an Address Book. 
Contact: Lincoln City 
Police Department; 1503 
SE East Devils Lake Rd; 
Lincoln City, OR 97367; 
541-994-3636 to sub-
mit a claim. Published 
7/15/26 & 7/22/26. This 
notice is published in 
accordance with ORS 
98.245. 7/15/26 7/22/26

LCL26-348 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR THE 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN
In the Matter of the 
Estate of JAMES DALE 
HASLETT, Deceased. 
Case No. 26PB05901 
NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS. NOTICE 

Classifieds • 541-265-8571

Sell your household items.
Sell your vehicles. 
Sell or rent your homes.

Sell your business.
Sell your goods.
Sell your services.

150
MISC SERVICES

104
LANDSCAPING

902
HOMES FOR SALE

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

567 N Coast Hwy, Newport • 541-265-8785
Alex

Underhill

Doretta
Smith

Jack
Whaley

Connie
Whaley

Cheryl
Swan

Diana
Abbott

Sonja
Lovas

Mike
Burkhard

Vicki
Strauss

Steve
Lovas

Hidi
Cortes

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

Chantelle
Charpentier

Se habla español

We are hiring! Martek is growing 
our team along the Oregon 

Coast. Call us today!

See all MLS Listings & Previous Sales 
at: MartekRealEstate.com

OPEN HOUSE:
Sat. 7/18 - 11AM to 1PM

13090 SE Chittum Dr, South Beach
NEW LISTINGS:

$390,000 - 1212 SW Lee St #5, Newport 
Beautiful views of the bay & bridge

$14/sf - Office space for lease 
324 SW 7th St #B, Newport

Call for details!

610
4-WHEEL DRIVE

800
RENTALS

Freddy Saxton
Broker Owner,  

e-PRO, CRS, GRI, C2EX

Barbara Le Pine 
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX

K. Scarlett Kier
Broker, CRS, 
GRI, C2EX

Randy Olsen
Broker

Elise Jordan
Broker

Marilyn Grove
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX, ABR

Bonnie Saxton
Broker Owner, 
CRB, CRS, GRI

Joan Davies
Broker

Wendy Becker
Broker, ABR

Shelly Heim
Broker

Jessica 
Hawkes
Broker

Arjen Sundman
Broker

Tim Myrick
Broker, GRI 

541-265-2200
205 E. Olive Street

Newport, OR  97365

Levi Grove, 
Broker

LISTINGS & SALES are on our website! www.AdvantageRealEstate.com

Custom Home offering ocean views! Situated across the street from ocean 
in gated Sea Crest community & nestled on lovely treed .24-acre lot. Low-
maintenance exterior of tile roof, Hardiplank siding, plus viewing deck, while 
interior showcases hardwood flooring, rock fireplace & more.
26-1187 / Otter Rock .................................................. $740,000

Charming Home in heart of Toledo, close to swimming pool & library. 
Updated 2021/22 w/SS appliances, new roof, foundation, updated fixtures 
and flooring. Utility/storage room & long driveway for extra parking, open 
living/dining area plus beautiful deck off front entryway.
26-472 / Toledo ........................................................ $315,000

Easy Coastal Living in updated bayfront condo at Embarcadero. Single-
level, ground-floor unit features newer SS appliances, butcher block 
counters, & panoramic views. 1BD/1BA includes w/d hookups. HOA dues cover 
utilities & amenities.
26-741 / Newport ..................................................... $215,000 

PRICE REDUCED PRICE REDUCED

Gem of the Coast! Yachats 2,732sf home, 3BD/3BA on nearly 1-acre parcel. 
Dramatic ocean views, privacy, plus stunning sunsets from most rooms & 
expansive wrap-around decks. A breathtaking ocean-view mezzanine sits at 
heart of home. Too many amazing features to list. A must see.
26-1294 / Yachats ..................................................... $949,000

PRICE REDUCED
Henry Weiss

Broker

THANK YOU LINCOLN COUNTY for 
once again sharing your honest opinions 
and voting Advantage Real Estate 
as 2026 Gold Winner for Best Real 
Estate Company in Lincoln County 
with Best of Willamette Valley. We are 
humbled to be voted #1 for the second year 
in a row, and we are honored to represent 
you in all your real estate needs with the 
same local expertise and commitment to 
our coastal community that we have de-

livered for over 26 years. Whether buying or 
selling, we remain dedicated to helping you 
navigate the Oregon Coast real estate mar-
ket with care and integrity. We couldn’t 
have achieved this incredible milestone 

without your continued support and trust 
in our team of local brokers at Advantage 
Real Estate. If you are looking to buy a home 
or explore current market listings along the 
Central Oregon Coast, please reach out or 
stop by our office in Newport!

Carlos Garcia 
Landscaping Service

Free Estimates
Please call/text Carlos,

541-272-4918

We offer high 
quality services all 
year round, major 

yard cleanup, edge 
trimming, lawn 

mowing, blackberry 
removal/cleanup, 

bark dust installation, 
clean gutters, lay 

up new soil, mulch, 
gravel, clean up

Boat 
for Sale

1988 C-Dory 
Angler, 22 ft. 

E-TEC 90 hp & 
Nissan 15 hp, 
Garmin radar,  

VHF & CB, Compass

$29,700
jerzil@hotmail.com

Welcome to the Annual
Makai Subdivision

Yard Sales
Located off Estate Dr., 

Seal Rock, OR 

1 day only!
Saturday

July 18
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Attention Contractors!
A Can’t Miss

Estate-Equipment Sale
Tools, Machinery 

& More!
Fri 7/ 17 & Sat 7/18

9-4 Daily

Cash Only!
10902 Highway 101 S.
Pleasant Valley Area, 

Tillamook

Surfwood Manor
4545 SW HWY 101

Lincoln City, OR 97367
541-996-3477

SUBSIDIZED UNITS FOR 
PERSONS 62 YEARS 
OF AGE OR OLDER, 

HANDICAP/DISABLED, 
REGARDLESS OF AGE 

MAY BE AVAILABLE 
AT THIS TIME.

If subsidized units are 
not available at this 

time, qualified 
applicants may be 

placed on a waiting list.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider
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IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned has 
been appointed per-
sonal representative. All 
persons having claims 
against the estate are 
required to present them, 
with vouchers attached 
to the under¬signed 
personal representa-
tive at 675 NE Waldport 
Heights Drive Waldport, 
OR 97394, within four 
months after the date 
of publication of this 
notice, or the claims may 
be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be 
affected by the proceed-
ings may obtain addi-
tional information from 
the records of the Court, 
the personal representa-
tive, or the lawyer for 
the personal representa-
tive, Traci P. McDowall 
at Newport Law, LLC. 
DATED AND PUBLISHED 
ON: JULY 15, 2026. /s/ 
Traci P. McDowall, OSB 
#184063 Attorney for 
Personal Representative. 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE: Alan Haslett 675 
NE Waldport Heights 
Drive Waldport, OR 
97394 (541) 961-7420. 
LAWYER FOR PERSON-
AL REPRESENTATIVE: 
Traci P. McDowall, OSB 
#184063 Newport Law, 
LLC 111 SE Douglas St. 
Suite F3, Box C New-
port, OR 97365 T: (541) 
264-8157 traci@thenew-
portlaw.com 7/15/26

LCL26-349 NOTICE 
TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF 
LINCOLN PROBATE 
DEPARTMENT ESTATE 
OF GERALD FRANCIS 
STANLEY, DECEASED 
CASE No. 26PB05758 
Notice is given pursu-
ant to ORS 113.155 that 
THOMAS F BARNHART 
has been appointed 
personal representative 
of the above estate. All 
persons having claims 
against the estate are 
required to present them 
within four (4) months 
after the date of pub-
lication of this Notice, 
or their claims may be 
barred. Claims are to be 
presented at the address 
of the personal represen-
tative, set forth below. 
All persons whose rights 
may be affected by this 
estate proceeding may 
obtain additional infor-
mation from the records 
of the Circuit Court, OR 
the personal represen-
tative. Date of publica-
tion: 7/8/2026 Personal 
Representative THOM-
AS F BARNHART, 212 
KENNICOTT DR, COT-
TLEVILLE MO 63304-
7700. 7/15/26

LCL26-356 NOTICE 
OF ELECTION OF 
DISTRICT BOARD 

Members for the South-
west Lincoln County 
Water People’s Utility 
District Notice is hereby 
given that on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2026, an 
election will be held for 
the purpose of electing 
Directors for the South-
west Lincoln County 
Water People’s Utility 
District to fill the follow-
ing positions and terms: 
Southwest Lincoln 
County Water People’s 
Utility District Director: 
Subdivision 2 4 year 
term ending January 6, 
2031 Director: Subdivi-
sion 3 4 year term ending 
January 6, 2031 Direc-
tor: Subdivision 5 4 year 
term ending January 6, 
2031. This election will 
be conducted by mail. 
Candidates must file ver-
ified signatures or $10.00 
filing fee with the election 
officer of Lincoln Coun-
ty not later than 5:00pm 
on August 18, 2026 (for 
incumbents); or August 
25, 2026 (for non-incum-
bents). This notice to be 
published in the Lincoln 
County Leader news-
paper. Amy A Southwell 
Lincoln County Clerk 
7/15/26
LCL26-355 NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING:
The Lincoln County 
Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, August 10, 
2026, at 7:00 p.m., to 
consider an amendment 
to the Lincoln County 
Code (LCC), Chapter 

One, that amends sec-
tions of LCC 1.1115, 
Definitions, and sections 
of LCC 1.2005 through 
1.2320, Flood Haz-
ard Management, and 
adds a proposed sec-
tion 1.2330, pertaining 
to the use of a habitat 
assessment in demon-
strating conformance 
with applicable no net 
loss standards in coast-
al special flood hazard 
areas. To comply with 
ORS 192.610 - 192.690 
(Oregon Public Meeting 
Law) as amended, and 
the procedures within 
Lincoln County Code, 
Chapter 1, this hearing 
will be conducted both 
in person and through 
an online platform. The 
hearing will be lives-
treamed on Lincoln 
County’s Agendas & 
Meetings page, and a 
link to the livestream can 
be found at this web-
site: https://lincolncoor.
portal.civicclerk.com/
event/2826/media. This 
meeting can be attend-
ed in person at the Lin-
coln County Courthouse, 
Board of Commission-
er’s Conference Room, 
225 W Olive Street, New-
port, Oregon, 97365, or 
virtually (electronically) 
through Zoom Webinar, 
which requires attendee 
registration at this web-
site: https://us06web.
zoom.us/webinar/regis-
ter/WN_q0gRxX5hR4C-
S7i9Hr18Uug. Testimony 
on this matter can be 
submitted in written or 
oral form. Oral testimo-
ny will be taken during 
the public hearing. The 
Planning Commission 
Chair may limit the time 
allowed for oral testimo-
ny; therefore, parties are 
strongly encouraged to 
submit detailed testimo-
ny in writing in advance 
of the hearing. Written 
testimony can emailed 
to landuse@co.lincoln.
or.us, or mailed via 
USPS to Lincoln Coun-
ty Department of Plan-
ning and Development, 
Second Street Annex, 
Attn: Planning Case 
File 01-TA-26, 210 SW 
Second Street, New-
port, OR, 97365. A 
copy of the proposed 
amendments can be 
found at https://www.
co.lincoln.or.us/1289/01-
TA-26---Flood-Hazard-
Management-Code- , 
or may be physically 
reviewed at the Lincoln 
County Department of 
Planning and Devel-
opment, 210 SW 2nd 
Street, Newport, Ore-
gon, between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 4 p.m., 
Monday through Thurs-
day, and 8:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. on Fridays, 
excluding major holi-
days. For more infor-
mation on the proposed 
code amendments, con-
tact Onno Husing, Plan-
ning Director, by phone 
at 541-265-4192, or by 
email at ohusing@co.lin-
coln.or.us. For special 
physical, language or 
other accommodations 
necessary to attend this 
meeting, please con-
tact the Kenneth Lipp, 
Public Information Offi-
cer at 541-265-4100 or 
dial 7-1-1 Relay Service 
and include an e-mail 
address as soon as 
possible, but at least 48 
hours before the meet-
ing. 7/15/26

LCL26-354 NOTICE 
TO INTERESTED 

PERSONS.
Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to ORS 113.155 
that the undersigned has 
been appointed and has 
qualified as the per-
sonal representative of 
the ESTATE OF THEL-
MA MARIE GARDNER, 
Lincoln County Circuit 
Court Case Number 
26PB05045. All persons 
having claims against 
the estate are here-
by required to present 
the same, with proper 
vouchers, within four 
months after the date of 
first publication of this 
notice, as stated below, 
to the personal represen-
tative at PO Box 1768, 
Newport OR 97365 or 
they may be barred. All 
persons whose rights 
may be affected by 
the proceedings in this 
estate may obtain addi-
tional information from 
the records of the court, 

the personal representa-
tive or the attorney for 
the personal representa-
tive. Date published: July 
15, 2026. Leslie E. Gard-
ner, Personal Represen-
tatives of the Estate of 
Thelma Marie Gardner, 
Gari Lynn Lovejoy, Attor-
ney at Law, Attorney for 
Personal Representative, 
PO Box 1768, Newport 
OR 97365. 7/15/26

LCL26-353 NOTICE 
TO INTERESTED 

PERSONS.
Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to ORS 113.155 
that the undersigned has 
been appointed and has 
qualified as the per-
sonal representative of 
the ESTATE OF DEBO-
RAH KARINE PAGOT, 
Lincoln County Circuit 
Court Case Number 
26PB04381. All persons 
having claims against 
the estate are here-
by required to present 
the same, with proper 
vouchers, within four 
months after the date of 
first publication of this 
notice, as stated below, 
to the personal represen-
tative at PO Box 1768, 
Newport OR 97365 or 
they may be barred. All 
persons whose rights 
may be affected by 
the proceedings in this 
estate may obtain addi-
tional information from 
the records of the court, 
the personal representa-
tive or the attorney for 
the personal representa-
tive. Date published: July 
15, 2026. Teresa Watts, 
Personal Representa-
tives of the Estate of 
Deborah Karine Pagot, 
Gari Lynn Lovejoy, Attor-
ney at Law, Attorney for 
Personal Representative, 
PO Box 1768, Newport 
OR 97365. 7/15/26

LCL26-352 NOTICE 
TO INTERESTED 

PERSONS.
Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to ORS 113.155 
that the undersigned has 
been appointed and has 
qualified as the person-
al representative of the 
ESTATE OF LYNN ANN 
BROOKS WHITLOW, 
Lincoln County Circuit 
Court Case Number 
25PB10185. All persons 
having claims against 
the estate are here-
by required to present 
the same, with proper 
vouchers, within four 
months after the date of 
first publication of this 
notice, as stated below, 
to the personal represen-
tative at PO Box 1768, 
Newport OR 97365 or 
they may be barred. All 
persons whose rights 
may be affected by 
the proceedings in this 
estate may obtain addi-
tional information from 
the records of the court, 
the personal representa-
tive or the attorney for 
the personal represen-
tative. Date published: 
July 15, 2026. Jeremy 
Todd Whitlow, Person-
al Representatives of 
the Estate of Lynn Ann 
Brooks Whitlow, Gari 
Lynn Lovejoy, Attorney 
at Law, Attorney for Per-
sonal Representative, 
PO Box 1768, Newport 
OR 97365. 7/15/26

LCL26-351 LINCOLN 
CITY STORAGE

3796 SE Hwy 101 Lin-
coln City, Or. 97367 541-
996-3555 The follow-
ing unit will be sold at 
Public Auction Starting 
8/4/2026 at 9:00am End-
ing 8/18/2026 at 9:00am 
for non-payment of rent 
and other fees. Auc-
tion to be pursuant to 
Auction Rules and Pro-
cedures for Truax Hold-
ings. Rules are available 
at the facility office. All 
bidding will take place 
ONLINE at bid13.com 
Unit# A152 Danielle 
Edman Unit# B213 Laura 
Downing Unit# D526 
Steven Kendzior 7/15/26 
7/22/26

LCL26-350 
THE PACIFIC 

COMMUNITIES 
HEALTH DISTRICT 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

will hold a Virtual meet-
ing on Tuesday, July 
21, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. 
by Microsoft Teams or 
in person at Samaritan 
Pacific Communities 
Hospital, Conference 

room 1. 930 SW Abbey 
St., Newport, Oregon 
97365. Persons inter-
ested in joining the Vir-
tual meeting must have 
the Microsoft Teams 
downloaded on a per-
sonal computer or cell 
phone. To request a 
Teams Meeting invite 
please email Kdoksum@
samhealth.org or call 
541-574-4674. To join 
by phone (audio only) 
option, directly call 
1-971-254-1254, fol-
lowed by Conference ID: 
856 048 271#. Agenda: 
Call to Order, Additions 
or Change to Agenda, 
Approval of Minutes 
from June 16, 2026 & 
June 23, 2026, Invitation 
for Citizen Comments, 
Legal Counsel Report, 
Review of District’s Rat-
ing by Moody’s, Finan-
cial Reports, Hospital 
Update, Foundation 
Update, Construction/
Facilities/Water Resilien-
cy Update, Board Items, 
Adjourn. 7/15/26

LCL26-342 SELF 
STORAGE PUBLIC 

SALE 
Safe-Lock Storage 3639 
SE Ash St. South Beach, 
Oregon 97366 Saturday, 
7/25/2026 @ 10:00am. 
H15F - Gary Batchel-
der, J07 - Jesse Lucki-
ni, J09F - Jesse Lucki-
ni, O05 - Jesse Luckini, 
O06 - Jesse Luckini. 
Sale Subject to Cancel-
lation. Safe-Lock Stor-
age reserves the Right to 
refuse any and all bids. 
7/8/26 7/15/26

LCL26-335 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON 

FOR LINCOLN COUN-
TY ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIT OWNERS OF 
EMBARCADERO CON-
DOMINIUMS, INC., 
an Oregon Non-Profit 
Corporation, Plaintiff, 
v. THE HOWARD SIS-
TERS LLC, an Oregon 
Limited Liability Com-
pany; and ALL OTHER 
PERSONS OR PARTIES 
UNKNOWN CLAIM-
ING ANY RIGHT, TITLE, 
LIEN, OR INTEREST IN 
THE REAL PROPERTY 
COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS 1000 SE BAY BLVD 
#M-136, NEWPORT, 
OR 97365, Defendants. 
CASE NO.: 26CV17476 
SUMMONS FOR SER-
VICE BY PUBLICATION 
(AS TO DEFENDANT 
ALL OTHER PER-
SONS OR PARTIES 
UNKNOWN CLAIMING 
ANY RIGHT, TITLE, 
LIEN, OR INTEREST IN 
THE REAL PROPERTY 
COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS 1000 SE BAY BLVD 
#M-136, NEWPORT, OR 
97365) To: ALL OTHER 
PERSONS OR PARTIES 
UNKNOWN CLAIM-
ING ANY RIGHT, TITLE, 
LIEN, OR INTEREST IN 
THE REAL PROPERTY 
COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS 1000 SE BAY BLVD 
#M-136, NEWPORT, 
OR 97365 Via publica-
tion only Date of First 
Publication: July 8, 2026 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIT 
OWNERS OF EMBAR-
CADERO CONDOMINI-
UMS, INC. has filed a 
civil complaint asking 
the Court to foreclose 
its lien, consisting of 
$5,707.70 plus continu-
ing assessments, late 
fees, fines, attorney 
fees and costs on the 
real property commonly 
known as 1000 SE BAY 
BLVD #M-136, NEW-
PORT, OR 97365. You 
are hereby required to 
appear and defend the 
complaint filed against 
you in the above entitled 
action within thirty (30) 
days from the first date 
of publication of this 
summons, and in case 
of your failure to do so, 
for want thereof; Plaintiff 
will apply to the court 
for the relief demand-
ed in the complaint. 
NOTICE TO DEFEN-
DANT: READ THESE 
PAPERS CAREFULLY! 
You must “appear” in 
this case or the other 
side will win automat-
ically. To “appear” you 
must file with the court 
a legal paper called a 
“motion” or “answer.” 
The motion or answer 
or reply must be given to 
the court clerk or admin-
istrator within 30 days 
of the date of first pub-

lication specified herein 
along with the required 
filing fee. It must be in 
proper form and have 
proof of service on 
Plaintiff’s attorney or, if 
Plaintiff does not have 
an attorney, proof of 
service upon Plaintiff. 
If you have questions, 
you should see an attor-
ney immediately. If you 
need help in finding an 
attorney, you may con-
tact the Oregon State 
Bar’s Lawyer Referral 
Service online at www.
oregonstatebar.org or by 
calling (503) 684-3763 
(in the Portland metro-
politan area) or toll-free 
elsewhere in Oregon at 

(800) 452-7636. STATE 
OF OREGON, County of 
Multnomah I, the under-
signed attorney of record 
for Plaintiff, certify that 
the foregoing is an exact 
and complete copy of 
the original summons 
in the above entitled 
action. Dated: June 26, 
2026 Allison S. Camp-
bell, OSB No. 226036 
ATTORNEY FOR PLAIN-
TIFF Lepore Law LLC 
1836 NW Overton Street 
Portland, OR 97209 w: 
www.lepore-law.com e: 
allison@lepore-law.com 
p: 541-897-8132 7/8/26 
7/15/26 7/22/26 7/29/26

LCL26-332 NOTICE 
PURSUANT TO 

OREGON ORS 
517.180 TO REMOVE 
DORMANT MINERAL 

RIGHTS 
Interests 1. The names of 
the holders of the miner-
al interest, as shown of 
record: Lincoln County, 
a political subdivision 
of the State of Oregon 
2. The instrument cre-
ating the original sev-
ered mineral interest, 
now dormant, is deed 
recorded July 10, 1962 
in Book 226, page 366 
Lincoln County, Oregon 
records. 3. The lands 
affected by the mineral 
interest: The North half 
of the Southeast quarter 
of the Southeast quarter 

of Section 22, Township 
7 South, Range 11 West, 
Willamette Meridian, in 
Lincoln County, Oregon. 
4. The person giving the 
notice: James Nordell, 
on behalf of Lincoln 44 
LLC, property owner. 5. 
The date of first publi-
cation of the notice: July 
01, 2026. A holder of 
the mineral interest, as 
described above, must 
submit a statement of 
claim to the Lincoln 
County Clerk within 60 
days after the date of 
the last publication (July 
15, 2026), or the miner-
al interest of the holder 
may be extinguished. 
7/1/26 7/8/26 7/15/26
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* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501
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Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

35% Off Call 1-855-536-8838

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other off ers. See 
representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, 
IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 
262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 
218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DC-
FRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
 your free quote today!

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This pro-
motion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer 
expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
financing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers only. See your 
dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

 $1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
financing for 12 Months**

PLUS

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

from summer travel and 
packed calendars, severe 
summer weather can also 
rapidly impact the ability 
to collect lifesaving blood 
products.

Additionally, scheduled 
donations, which account 
for 90% of all Red Cross 
blood donations, have 
continued to drop sharply 
in recent weeks, high-
lighting just how essential 

it is to make and keep 
donation appointments all 
summer long.

How to donate blood
Simply download the 

American Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit 
www.RedCrossBlood.
org, call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or enable the Blood 
Donor Skill on any Alexa 
Echo device to make an 
appointment or for more 
information.

All blood types are 
needed to ensure a reliable 

supply for patients.
A blood donor card or 

driver’s license or two 
other forms of identi-
fication are required at 
check-in. Individuals 
who are 17 years of age 
in most states (16 with 
parental consent where 
allowed by state law), 
weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are in generally good 
health may be eligible to 
donate blood. High school 
students and other donors 
18 years of age and 
younger also have to meet 

certain height and weight 
requirements.

Blood and platelet 
donors can save time at 
their next donation by 
using RapidPass® to com-
plete their pre-donation 
reading and health history 
questionnaire online, on 
the day of their donation, 
before arriving at the 
blood drive.

To get started, follow 
the instructions at www.
RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass or use the 
Blood Donor App.

DONOR
From Page B1

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!
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WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader 

Another state title is 
coming home to Lincoln 
City, thanks to the hard 
work of the LCYL Tigers 
Groth Gates Baseball 
squad. 

The Lincoln County 
Youth League team com-
peted at the 2026 JBO 
Minor National State 
Championship in Gaston 
July 10-12. The Tigers 
competed against teams 
from across Oregon in the 
season’s final tournament 
at Brown Park in Gaston, 
and they took home the 
title with a win over 
Dayton in the champion-
ship game. 

Toby Hunter, one of 
the coaches of the young 
Tigers squad, said that 
taking home the title was 
the perfect cap to the 
season. 

“It was a sense of 
accomplishment with the 
amount of work that we 
put in, especially as the 
season wore on. When 
we got tired, we’d press 
harder,” Hunter said. “So 
to reap the benefits of that 
by ending in a champion-
ship was gratifying.” 

The championship run 
wasn’t without adver-
sity, though; Hunter was 
thrilled with the way his 
team battled through the 
bracket to victory. The 
final was against Dayton, 
who the Tigers had to 
face twice to secure the 
win. The tournament’s 
format included a dou-
ble-elimination bracket, 
and though Dayton lost 
in the first round, they 
fought their way to the 
final. The Tigers won 
against West Linn, Banks, 
and Canby to punch their 
ticket to the title game, 
and the benefit of going 
through on the winners’ 
side of the bracket was 
that Dayton needed to 
beat Lincoln City twice 
since they were coming 
through out of the back-
door bracket.

“The last game we 
played against was 
Dayton; they actually had 
to beat us twice,” Hunter 
said. “We were on the 
winners bracket side, so 
they’d already lost once 
in the tournament. We 
hadn’t. So they had to 
beat us twice to prove it, 
so to speak.”

In the first game, the 
Tigers ended up los-
ing 12-5, which was a 
tough loss, but the Tigers 
rebounded in a big way in 
the winner-take-all match. 
In the second game, the 
Tigers beat Dayton 7-2 
to take home the state 
championship.

“The boys got punched 
in the mouth severely 
with a 12-5 loss, so to 
respond with the 5-2 win 
shows you how tough 
they can be,” Hunter said. 

It wasn’t the only chal-
lenge they faced. 

In the game to make 
the semifinals, the Tigers 
were down 0-6, having 
not had a hit the whole 
game. In the second-
to-last inning, Lincoln 
City scored five runs 
to bring the game back 
into balance. In the top 
of the final inning, the 
Tigers buckled down on 
defense, and it all came 
together in the bottom of 
the frame. 

With two outs, the 
Tigers clawed out the 
win. 

“They put up the final 
two runs with two outs, 
barely beating the play at 
first base while the run-
ner was coming home. It 
was pretty exciting. I try 
and be stoic and calm, 
but even I ran off the 
field on that one,” Hunter 
said. 

The walk-off win 
was an amazing way 
to advance through the 
bracket. In the 7-2 final 
against Dayton, Lincoln 
City was on defense to 
close out the game, and 
it was Hunter’s son, 
Harlan, who pitched 
some of the biggest outs 

of the game. 
“I felt pretty confi-

dent we were going to 
win the game when it 
was 5-1, and my son, 
Harlan, came in to finish 
it. I think he had four 
strikeouts of the six bat-
ters. He’s a pretty good 
pitcher,” Hunter said. 
“It was nerve-wracking 
at first, but then those 
nerves turned into pride.” 

The game ended on a 
groundball to Thomas 
Jones. 

When the game ended 
and the team had the 
victory in the bag, Hunter 
said that it was “magic.” 

“You could almost feel 
it in the air. The feeling 
you get from overcoming 
a situation is unlike any 
other. It can’t be repli-
cated outside of sports,” 
Hunter said. “In that 
moment, being locked 
in with 10 players, three 
coaches, the stat keepers 
who might as well be 
coaches, and all the fam-
ilies who have been trav-
eling. I think we’ve been 
to six tournaments this 

year, but it was the one 
that mattered the most.” 

As they say, it takes 
a village, and the other 
coaches, Patrick O’Neill 
and Daniel Haehl, were 
crucial in getting the 
team to the final destina-
tion. O’Neill and Haehl’s 
wives, Felicia and 
Ashley, were the stat and 
bookkeepers, ensuring all 
the logistics for the team 
went off without a hitch. 

Hunter said that 
Patrick is a true equal as 
a coach, and he provided 
emotional and tactical 
support while knowing 
the game as “good or 
better than” Hunter does. 
Haehl was “the rock,” 
always willing to be 
the “stone to lean on,” 
providing unwavering 
support to Hunter and the 
entire team. The support 
of Groth Gates was also 
crucial to the team, and 
Hunter said the team 
wouldn’t have been able 
to achieve these heights 
without their sponsorship. 

While winning was 
a sweet way to end the 

season, Hunter empha-
sized that there’s more 
to coaching than just 
big wins or challenging 
losses. 

“As a coach, you’re 
not necessarily just teach-
ing the game of baseball; 
you’re trying to teach life 
to the children. That hard 
work pays off. How to be 
disciplined, how to be a 
sportsman, how to over-
come situations in life,” 
Hunter said. “There’s so 
much that can be gained 
from sports outside just 
playing a game.” 

GETTING TO KNOW 
THE TEAM

To help bring the 
community closer to 
their newest batch of 
state champions, Hunter 
offered insight into each 
player’s contributions to 
the team throughout the 
season and during the 
championship run.  

Aspen Haehl -a 
first year player who 
had many timely hits 
throughout the year.

Jojo Pearson - a chatty 

catcher who could grind 
out games in the heat.

Mason O’Neill - who 
had 2 clutch RBI’s in the 
championship game.

Junior Fajardo - who 
wasn’t able to make the 
championship game but 
had a .600 batting aver-
age and led the team with 
13 RBI’s in districts to 
get us to state.

Gauge Lee - a consis-
tent pitcher who used up 
almost every pitch every 
tournament.

Dallas Freeman aka 
“The Tlash” - the fastest 
kid Hunter’s ever seen. 
Freeman had two huge 
bunts in the tourney and 
locked down center field 
with confidence.

Liam Shorter - another 
first-year player who 
made his first appearance 
in the championship 
game, allowing no earned 
runs in 2 2/3 innings 
during the championship 
when the Tigers were 
struggling to hit well.

Liam Kesch - one of 
the most consistent bats, 
locked down first base, 
and pitched valuable 
innings on top of being 
the deciding run in the 
Tigers’ biggest comeback 
in walk-off fashion.

Jamie “the Rocket 
Arm” Blair - Blair hits 
with thunder and throws 
like lightning, holding 
down the fort at third 
base while delivering the 
walk-off hit in the Tigers’ 
biggest comeback

Thomas Jones -  Mr 
Utility, Hunter could play 
him at any position with-
out a drop-off, made the 
final out with ice water 
in his veins.

Harlen Hunter - Toby 
Hunter said he’s “biased 
here,” but Harlen was 
the kid he could lean on 
to be there more than 
any, and Harlan always 
pulled through in crunch 
time with the pressure 
on, delivered the final 
six outs from the mound, 
including four strikeouts, 
when it mattered most.

The Tigers celebrate winning the 2026 JBO Minor National State 
Championship in Gaston. (Courtesy photo from Toby Hunter)

Little League squad wins state!

WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader 

Summer is the perfect time 
to get outside and get moving. 
The Lincoln City Parks and 
Recreation department wants 
to keep the community active 
with a variety of programs and 
opportunities. 

Lincoln City Parks and 
Recreation Manager Mike 
Davies said that even though 
we’re in mid-July, there are 
still plenty of programs people 
won’t want to miss!

One of the opportunities 
the department offers is the 
Discovery Camps. They are 
weekly themed camps that take 
place from 7:45-5:30 through-
out the summer for children 
5-12 years old. Some of the 
upcoming themes include 
“Ocean,” “Legends,” “Sports,” 
“Forest Fun,” and “Deep 
Space.” Whether your kid is 
interested in the depths of the 
ocean, woodland wonders, the 
moon and the stars, or just get-
ting out and running around, 
there’s plenty of variety to keep 
them engaged. 

“They’re a full-day option 
for folks to spend time with 
us,” Davies said. “There will 
be a lot of excursions through-
out the community, going to 
the beach, special guests com-
ing in, etc.”

In addition to the themed 
camps, there are also a variety 
of specialty camps for specific 
sports or activities. The name 
of the game for the department 
has been to offer a solid array 

of choices to make sure there’s 
an option no matter what peo-
ple’s interests are. 

Some are a product of part-
nerships the department has 
fostered within the community, 
including the high school. 

“We’ve got our sports camps 
coming up. So, we have a vol-
leyball camp that is partnered 
with the Taft High School 
volleyball team. Their coach 
and players will help run that 
for us. We have soccer camp 
coming up the week of the 20th 
that will be the same thing, 
partnered with the Taft High 
School boys soccer team. So a 
nice partnership there.” Davies 
said. “We have a musical the-
ater camp coming up where 
they’ll do a performance of 
Annie. So they’ll have two 
weeks of kind of prep camp 
to get ready for that, and then 
they’ll do a show at the end of 
those two weeks. And that’ll 
happen down at Schooner 
Creek Discovery Park at the 
new stage down there. So 
that’ll be exciting, kind of the 
first performance on the stage 
as far as a youth performance 
goes.”

Other camp offerings include 
rock climbing, basketball skills 
workshops for kids and teens, 
skateboarding, and a running 
camp. All of those are in addi-
tion to all-age drop-in activities 
like basketball, volleyball, 
climbing, pickleball, and oth-
ers. There’s also swimming 
lessons, yoga, Dungeons & 
Dragons sessions, and plenty 
more programming to keep 

folks out and about, including 
sessions for seniors and adults. 
Prices, dates, and times can be 
found at lincolncityparksan-
drec.org. 

It isn’t an accident that 
there’s so much variety. Davies 
said making sure they have an 
assortment of programs is one 
of the keys to meeting commu-
nity demand. 

“There’s interest in a variety 
of activities, and then really 
trying to get more into our out-
door spaces has been a focus, I 
think for us right now, to share 
with the community and kind 
of bring in different experts to 
lead some of those activities 
in those open spaces,” Davies 
said. “We knew that demand 
was there, but just getting the 
resources available to deliver 
has taken a little bit of time, I 
think.”

Participation numbers have 
been pretty good so far, though 
Davies noted it was a bit of a 
“slower start” to the season, 
with an uptick coming with the 
turn of July. Davies attributed 
some of the lower numbers to 
the fact that they are present-
ing more options for people to 
choose from. 

“We’re also offering a lot 
more than we have in the past. 
So that’s kind of played into 
a little bit as well. We have a 
lot more specialty camps than 
we’ve had historically,” Davies 
said. 

Davies said the department 
has been on a path to diversify 
its programs beyond the more 
traditional Discovery Camps. 

That’s been possible thanks to 
a strong core of returning staff, 
some new staff, and commu-
nity partnerships. 

New this year, thanks to 
one of those partnerships, are 
two stargazing workshops. 
Local astrophotographer 
Jeremy Likness will be using 
his expertise to lead a “Star 
Party Workshop” on Jul. 
31, and a “Sturgeon Moon 
Party Workshop” on Aug. 28. 
Likness is a local astropho-
tographer whose work has 
been shown at the Chessman 
Gallery. If people are inter-
ested in learning more about 
the night sky with some of the 
experts, it’s the place to be. 

“Those are both evening, 
nighttime activities, so that’ll 
be about 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., 
but the gentleman leading it is 
passionate about the night sky, 
and we’ll kind of dig into that 
with another local astronomer 
who’s going to help him with 
that one,” Davies said. “[We’ll] 
check out things that obviously 
you can’t see with the naked 
eye or you don’t know what 
you’re looking at, but pretty 
much for anybody with kind 
of no idea what they’re doing 
to the folks that kind of have 
some background.”

An exciting community event 
coming up is the Oceans Edge 
5k along with a new free kids 
1K on Jul. 18. 

“That’ll happen right by 
the Chinook Winds Casino 
beach access. They’ll head 
north. We’re also going to do 
a fun 1K for the first time, so 

primarily for kids, families, but 
anybody obviously can partici-
pate in that 1K too, so that will 
be pretty fun,” Davies said. 

 One of the big events on 
the calendar is the free annual 
National Night Out and Touch-
A-Truck on Aug. 4. The event 
is held in partnership with 
the Lincoln County Police 
Department and will be held at 
the Lincoln City Community 
Center parking lot. 

“We’ll fill the parking lot 
with resource tables, rigs, activ-
ities, games, Northwest Natural 
provides free hot dogs, and 
that’s a pretty big kind of our 
summer August free commu-
nity event that is coming up,” 
Davies said. 

While we’re still in the thick 
of summer, registration for fall 
sports is now open and is fill-
ing up fast. Safe to say things 
aren’t slowing down for the 
Lincoln City Parks and Rec 
department. 

Something Davies wants the 
community to understand is 
that parks and rec is about a lot 
more than just youth sports. 

“I think it takes time to get 
the word out sometimes, but 
once people discover that, I 
think they get pretty excited 
about those different offerings,” 
Davies said. “We try to pro-
vide activities for pretty much 
every age range. We try to have 
something for everybody out 
there to participate in, and sum-
mertime is a great time on the 
coast to be outside, so we’re 
really trying to promote those 
healthy outdoor activities.”

Lincoln City Parks and Rec offering summer fun
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