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Lincoln County law 
enforcement agencies 
are bracing for the antic-
ipated surge of heavy 
traffic and a significant 
rise in visitors over the 
Fourth of July holiday 
weekend. 

Independence Day 
holiday activities draw 
thousands to the coastal 
cities.

One major holiday 
event in Lincoln City, 
the traditional fireworks 

display normally held in 
Taft at Siletz Bay, has 
been moved to Devils 
Lake.

Moving the long-time 
fireworks launch site 
away from the wild-
life refuge and from 
the Salishan Spit helps 
protect critical wildlife 
habitat, including res-
ident harbor seals and 
nesting shorebirds such 
as the federally protected 
Western Snowy Plover, 
while also eliminating 
erosion caused by the 
heavy equipment required 

for traditional fireworks 
production, according to 
city officials.

The Lincoln County 
Leader has reached out 
to Lincoln City Police 
Department Patrol Sgt. 
Erik Anderson to gain 
insight into the holiday 
traffic congestion chal-
lenges, and the city’s 
fireworks regulations.

Lincoln County 
Leader: Since the fire-
works launch site is now 
at Devils Lake, a more 
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Weyerhaeuser has announced 
the fifth year of its Fighting 
Fires Together campaign, com-
bining the company’s wildfire 
management and community 
support efforts across Oregon.

The campaign unifies support 
for rural fire districts, wildfire 
response partnerships, and 
resources that strengthen fire-
fighter and community resil-
ience in fire-prone areas of 
the state.

The campaign addresses 
the realities of wildfire 
response in rural Oregon, 

where communities and 
agencies often face limited 
resources to protect both resi-
dents and wildland firefighters. 
The campaign focuses on:

Financial support for Rural 
Fire Protection Districts 
(RFPDs), including nearly 
$25,000 through the compa-
ny’s recent Giving Fund grants 
to four fire districts serving 

Oregon’s vulnerable rural 
communities.

Siletz Valley Fire District 
- $9,335

To provide wildland fire-
fighting clothing, tools and 
water drafting equipment

East Lincoln County Fire 
And Rescue - $5,000

To help equip 2 wildland 
engines

Nestucca Rural Fire 
Protection District - $5,000

To fund a new cardiac mon-
itor/defibrillator to enhance 
rural emergency medical care

Polk County Fire District 
No.1 - $4,000

Funding battery-powered 
rescue saws to improve emer-
gency response and victim 
extrication.

Wildfire response part-
nerships with the Oregon 
Department of Forestry and 
local agencies to fight active 
wildfires on the company’s 
forestlands and nearby public 
and private lands, including a 
$10,000 investment in Lane 
Community College’s Wildland 
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Federal legislation 
being considered in 
Congress is expected to 
open doors of opportu-
nity for the United States 
seafood industry, making 
it more competitive on 
the national and interna-
tional stages, according 
to the Oregon Coast 
Visitors Association 
(OCVA).

ECONOMIC BENEFITS
The federal efforts are 

expected to bolster local 
seafood harvest, pro-
cessing, and profitability 
in sustainable ways. 
A recent study by the 
Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association found that 
90 percent of the sea-
food sold in Western 
Oregon isn’t from local 
waters.

As part of the 
Farm, Food and 

National Security Act 
of 2026, Congress is 
creating the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture Office of 
Seafood – a first-of-its-
kind office – to prior-
itize customer service 
and ease of navigation 
for American seafood 
cultivators, producers 
and processors to access 
programs. Integrating 
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For four-year-old 
Lilianna, it was a 
matter of holding the 

kite string tightly and dashing 
across the grassy field. The 
child raced to help her small 
paper kite gain altitude.

The child earlier had made 
a paper kite at the Family 
Promise booth at the festival.

Lilianna had joined her 
family from Vancouver for 
the annual Lincoln City Kite 
Festival. Her mother said this 
was the second time they’ve 
visited Lincoln City for the 
festival and planned to make it 

a family tradition.
Just feet away was David 

Ti, a Portland kite flyer who 
came to demonstrate his kite 
flying abilities, acknowl-
edged that the frequent rain 
showers during the Saturday 
morning, June 27 event were 
challenging.

“Today is difficult,” he said. 
“The wind is up and down. 
The rain is about to show up 
again any minute now, but I 
finally got my kite up into the 
sky. The rain will come. It will 
get wet, and the kite will come 
down. That’s just part of the 
fun.”

Central, North coast rural fire protection districts receive grants

If you fly it, they will come

See KITE, page A2

Police brace for holiday visitors USDA Seafood Office to help 
Oregon’s seafood industry

See HOLIDAY, page A2 See SEAFOOD, page A2

Four-year-old Lilianna of Vancouver, Washington runs with 
her paper kite in hand at the Lincoln City Summer Kite 
Festival. Saturday, June 27. (Photos by Jeremy C. Ruark)

Portland resident and kite flyer David Ti attempts to get his small colorful kite into the air 
during the Lincoln City Summer Kite Festival. 

These spectators 
relax in beach chairs 
while watching the 
flying kites.

See GRANTS, page A4
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Lottery

Friday, June 26
Mega Millions
5 • 13 • 30 • 33 • 52 • PB-6

Saturday, June 27
Powerball
3 • 16 • 28 • 30 • 59 • PB-11 • x2

Saturday, June 27
Megabucks
17 • 25 • 27 • 32 • 36 • 44

Weather
Wednesday: High-58/Low-48 
AM Clouds/PM Sun
Thursday: High-60/Low-50 
AM Clouds/PM Sun
Friday: High-61/Low-50 
AM Clouds/PM Sun
Saturday: High-61/Low-51 
Partly Cloudy
Sunday: High-61/Low-50 
Partly Cloudy
Monday: High-60/Low-50 
Partly Cloudy
Tuesday: High-61/Low-51 
Partly Cloudy

Past Weather
On the Coast
 Rain Low High
23-Jun ....... 0 .........52.19 °F .... 63.99 °F
24-Jun ....... 0 .........55.17 °F .......65.5 °F
25-Jun .....0.22 ......53.37 °F .... 60.02 °F
26-Jun .....0.15 ......53.59 °F .......61.2 °F
27-Jun .....0.53 ......52.28 °F .... 59.85 °F
28-Jun .....0.14 .......54.1 °F ........63.2 °F
29-Jun .....0.05 ......54.06 °F .... 59.04 °F
Total rainfall from Jan. 1 ........27.00”

Sunrise/Sunset
July 1 ..............5:35 a.m. ..........9:05 p.m.

July 2 ..............5:35 a.m. ..........9:05 p.m.

July 3 ..............5:36 a.m. ..........9:05 p.m.

July 4 ..............5:36 a.m. ..........9:05 p.m.

July 5 ..............5:37 a.m. ..........9:04 p.m.

July 6 ..............5:38 a.m. ..........9:04 p.m.

July 7 ..............5:39 a.m. ..........9:04 p.m.

July 8 ..............5:39 a.m. ..........9:03 p.m.

July 9 ..............5:40 a.m. ..........9:03 p.m.

Tides Tables
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1
High ................12:59 a.m. ...............  8.4
High ................  3:06 p.m. ................ 6.5
Low ................. 7:49 p.m. ................. 3.6

THURSDAY, JULY 2
High ................  1:36 a.m.................  8.2
Low ..................8:44 a.m. ................ -0.9
High ................  3:39 p.m. ................ 6.6
Low ................. 8:31 p.m. ................. 3.4

FRIDAY, JULY 3
High ................  2:15 a.m.................  7.9
Low ..................9:17 a.m. ................ -0.8
High ................  4:12 p.m. ................ 6.7
Low ................. 9:18 p.m. ................. 3.3

SATURDAY, JULY 4
High ................  2:56 a.m.................  7.4
Low ..................9:49 a.m. ................ -0.3
High ................  4:44 p.m. ................ 7.0
Low ................ 10:09 p.m. ................ 3.1

SUNDAY, JULY 5
High ................  3:42 a.m.................  7.0
Low .................10:23 a.m. ...............  0.1
High ................  5:17 p.m. ................ 7.3
Low ................ 11:07 p.m. ................ 2.7

MONDAY, JULY 6
High ................  4:38 a.m.................  6.2
Low .................10:58 a.m. ...............  0.8
High ................  5:51 p.m. ................ 7.6

TUESDAY, JULY 7
 Low ................12:10 a.m. ...............  2.2
High ................  5:47 a.m.................  5.7
Low .................11:38 a.m. ...............  1.6
High ................  6:30 p.m. ................ 8.1
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OCEANA NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

159 SE 2nd St • Newport • (541) 265-3893

All other store hours:
sandwiches, wraps, salads, muffins, 

cookies, chips, and drinks.

NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

Menu at www.oceanafoods.org

Open 7 days per week!
Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 10-6

Complete Salad Bar,
Entree, Pizza, and Soup

Your lunch is waiting!

Monday-Friday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

35% Off Call 1-855-536-8838

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other off ers. See 
representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, 
IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 
262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 
218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DC-
FRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285

Ti has been making 
kites since the COVID 
pandemic.

“It was a good thing to 
do with friends outdoors,” 
he said. “I had just retired 

after making banners for a 
living for about 40 years 
and I just switched over 
making kites after that.”

Ti said his favorite part 
of making kites is using 
his imagination to create 
each kite, inspired by a 
piece of jewelry. Or a 
bird. Or an animal.

“My second favorite 
thing is getting my friends 
to fly the kites,” he said. 
“Many people have never 
even flown a kite. So, it 
is really fun to get them 
out and I have really fun 
kites, so if you have a 
good wind, it’s easy.”

Dozens of people lined 
the grassy knoll area 
behind Chinook Winds 
Casino for the two-day 
kite event. The traditional 
festival usually is held at 
the D River Wayside in 
Lincoln City, but due to 
construction of the new 
Lincoln City Welcome 
Center at the wayside, the 
festival was moved to the 
casino property.

KITES
From Page A1

fishers into USDA pro-
grams and working 
alongside the United 
States Department of 
Commerce and other fed-
eral partners is expected 
to revitalize the American 
seafood industry.

The Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act – the 
primary law governing 
marine fisheries in United 
States federal waters – 
was signed into law 50 
years ago. It provided 
the fishing industry with 
long-term economic sta-
bility, but for years fish-
ermen across the country 
have been struggling to 
navigate programs at 
USDA that can help them 
support their businesses, 
according to the OCVA.

The USDA Seafood 
Office will assist with 
developing the America 
First Seafood Strategy, 
promoting production, 
marketing, sales and 
export of fishery and 
aquaculture products, 
while strengthening 
domestic processing 
capacity. The American 
Seafood Competitiveness 
Act also will allow com-
mercial fishers and pro-
cessors access to USDA 
loans, grants and credit 
services that historically 
have been reserved only 
for land-based farmers.

Further legislation – the 
Buy American Seafood 
Act – will require fed-
eral agencies to procure 
seafood domestically 
for child nutrition and 

other programs. Directing 
American harvested 
and produced seafood 
to school cafeterias and 
federal nutrition programs 
will create a reliable, 
meaningful market for 
fishers all over the coun-
try. Local leaders and 
seafood business owners 
applaud USDA’s Office 
of Seafood with wide-
spread support.

The OCVA Executive 
Director Marcus Hinz 
said the federal efforts 
will deliver far more than 
simply economic benefits. 

These developments 
also can help lead to 
healthier protein sources 
being served to chil-
dren across the nation 
in schools. More local 
seafood consumption can 
help reduce the global 
import of seafood to 
communities all over 
the country. By sourcing 
more food locally, car-
bon emissions will be 
reduced, children will 
be healthier and more 
American fishers and 
processors will be able 
to prosper, according to 
Hinz.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
BENEFITS

“This isn’t just about 
economy,” Hinz said. 
“It’s also about reduc-
ing carbon emissions 
and improving public 
health. When we harvest 
and export so much of 
our local seafood, those 
planes literally are pass-
ing the ones importing 
seafood from all over 
the world to be sold and 
served in our communi-
ties. That’s not sustain-
able and it doesn’t make 

any sense. It also creates 
greater opportunities for 
us to put fresh, local sea-
food – one of the health-
iest protein options we 
have – in front of more 
children. That will lead to 
healthier kids and better 
outcomes in education. 
There is so much about 
this initiative to like.”

From Newport to 
Astoria to Coos Bay, 
Oregon’s fishermen 
drive coastal econo-
mies and help feed the 
nation, according to State 
Senator Dick Anderson 
and State Senator 
Suzanne Weber

The Office of Seafood 
will ensure they have 
the necessary federal 
programs and services 
needed to keep their leg-
acy and livelihood alive 
and remain competitive in 
the global market for the 
next generation. Oregon’s 
fishermen are essential 
to our state’s economy 
and America’s food sup-
ply. This effort is about 
putting these Fishermen 
First and cutting barriers 
through delivery of the 
support they need to stay 
competitive and profit-
able, the two senators 
said in a release.

“The creation of the 
USDA Office of Seafood 
is exactly the kind of 
bold, coordinated action 
our fishing communi-
ties have needed for 
years,” Oregon State 
Senator Dick Anderson, 
R-Lincoln City, said. 

Anderson’s district 
includes Newport, one 
of Oregon’s largest 
fishing ports, as well 
as Coos Bay. He also 

acknowledged that 
there is a huge dispar-
ity of foreign imports 
flooding local markets. 
Restrictions such as low 
catch limits, selling fish-
ing grounds for foreign 
countries, inaccurate and 
outdated fisheries data 
and delayed adoption of 
modern technology have 
prohibited Oregon’s fish 
economy from fully real-
izing its huge economic 
potential, according to 
Anderson and Weber. 

“As large and import-
ant as Oregon’s fishing 
industry already is, we 
must also recognize the 
tremendous, untapped 
potential ahead of us. The 
Office of Seafood will 
keep fishermen fishing,” 
Weber said.

Oregon’s seafood 
industry already lands 
hundreds of millions of 
pounds annually, gen-
erating more than $600 
million in dockside value 
and supporting thousands 
of jobs tied to harvest-
ing, processing, and 
distribution, according 
to NOAA Fisheries. For 
decades Oregon fishers 
have lost market share 
and the ability to make a 
family wage living due 
to Federal government 
over-regulation, accord-
ing to the release.

“Providing sustainable 
food products for the 
people of America along 
with responsible natural 
resource stewardship for 
our nation will provide 
and nurture future genera-
tions,” said Steve Fick of 
Fishhawk Fisheries, who 
runs boats out of Astoria, 
on the northern Oregon 

coast.
“USDA Office of 

Seafood will pave the 
way for our pink shrimp 
to be further implemented 
into the USDA food ser-
vice programs,” said Nick 
Edwards, from Jordani 
Pink Shrimp Fishery, 
Coos Bay, who operates 
the second largest pink 
shrimp fishery in Oregon.

NEW ERA
The initiative marks a 

new era where Oregon, 
and American fishermen 
will be recognized by 
USDA as key part of the 
U.S. food supply that 
supports rural and coastal 
communities, according 
to the release. The office 
will focus on infrastruc-
ture, marketing and trade, 
workforce development, 
and stronger risk man-
agement and disaster 
assistance.

Pacific Seafood, one of 
Oregon’s largest seafood 
processors, is excited 
about the Office of 
Seafood. “We are thrilled 
about this opportunity 
that will give West Coast 
seafood communities a 
stronger voice and help 
connect local harvesters 
and producers to the 
families and students 
who rely on nutritious 
high-quality food,” 
Pacific Seafoods spokes-
person Bella Johnson 
said.

The legislation has 
been proposed in the 
House of Representatives 
and the United States 
Senate. The bill has 
passed in the House and 
negotiations currently are 
underway in the Senate to 
finish the legislation.

SEAFOOD
From Page A1

restrictive location com-
pared to the Taft Beach, 
and there is limited 
parking at most locations 
surrounding Devils Lake, 
what traffic challenges is 
the Lincoln City Police 
traffic enforcement team 
planning to address, and 
how will that enforcement 
occur?

Erik Anderson: 
We expect congestion 
throughout town on 
Independence Day week-
end and especially around 
the lake on the night 
of the 4th. We will be 
restricting vehicle access 
into Regatta Park and the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, as well as blocking 
off the road shoulders 
to avoid illegal parking 
which could hinder med-
ical responses. Boaters 
should plan on using the 
Holmes Road Park boat 
ramp as the Regatta ramp 
will be closed beginning 
around 1700 on July 4th 
through the end of the 
event. The city is also 
offering multiple shuttles 

from the Community 
Center to Regatta Park 
for the fireworks show, 
including an ADA com-
pliant shuttle. We will 
be directing traffic after 
the show to help pedes-
trians safely cross West 
Devil’s Lake to the new 
expanded sidewalk back 
into Oceanlake should 
attendees choose to walk. 
To encourage safer driv-
ing, LCPD will also be 
conducting heavier traffic 
enforcement in the days 
leading up to this event 
in the hopes of reducing 
speeds around town for 
public safety.

Lincoln County 
Leader: What recommen-
dations do you have for 
anyone planning to attend 
the Fourth of July fire-
works at Devils Lake?

Anderson: The city 
is encouraging viewing 
from Regatta Park as 
well as East Devils Lake 
State Park; however, there 
should be decent viewing 
in most areas around the 
southern end of the lake. 
There is no planned vend-
ing within Regatta Park, 
so it will be a great oppor-
tunity for a family picnic, 

and the event should 
begin around 10 p.m.. 
There is no alcohol pos-
session, tobacco smoking, 
or cannabis use permitted 
in city parks to support 
this family friendly event. 
We appreciate cooperation 
on this front.

Lincoln County 
Leader: Overall, Lincoln 
City traffic usually 
becomes quite heavy 
during the Fourth of July 
weekend. What recom-
mendations to you have to 
visitors and to locals?

Anderson: PATIENCE! 
The driver in bumper-
to-bumper traffic just in 
front of you is just as 
frustrated, I promise. All 
drivers should be planning 
extra time for their com-
mutes and be prepared 
for drivers unfamiliar 
with the city. With our 
newly expanded sidewalks 
throughout town, this 
could be a good opportu-
nity to take a walk with 
the family to the beach or 
a nearby park.

Lincoln County 
Leader: What is the law 
in Lincoln City about 
illegal fireworks. What is 
legal and was is not legal 
and why?

Anderson: City ordi-
nances prohibit any type 
of firework in any city 
parks or open space, on 
any city property, on any 

city streets or on any 
right-of-way in the city. 
These range from large 
mortars to sparklers. I 
would have to direct you 
to City Council for the 
reasoning, but I believe it 
relates to fire hazards and 
quality of life issues for 
residents.

Lincoln County 
Leader: What is the 
LCPD enforcement plan 
about illegal fireworks 
and have you already 
begun to seize illegal fire-
works in the city?

Anderson, As of June 
29, we have not made any 
seizures so far this month 
to my knowledge; how-
ever, we will be seizing 
fireworks illegal under 
state law as we come 
across them. Officers 
have a wide range of 
discretion in these events 
and Municipal court fines 
range up to $265. Those 
that run afoul of the law 
should be prepared for 
those consequences. A 
good indicator a firework 
is illegal under state law 
is it is aerial in nature and 
bears a warning “shoots 
flaming balls.” We find 
that most individuals who 
possess them buy them in 
other states and acknowl-
edge they cannot find 
them in Oregon.

Lincoln County 
Leader: What is the 

presumptive fine for any-
one cited for possession 
of illegal fireworks?

Anderson: An illegal 
fireworks possession 
referred to the municipal 
court carries fine of $265; 
however, the city code 
does differentiate fire-
works that are otherwise 
lawful under state law, 
but prohibited in Lincoln 
City, and those carry a 
$250 fine for possession. 
It is important that merely 
possessing this contra-
band leads to these fines, 
and igniting the fire-
works is not required for 
prosecution.

Lincoln County 
Leader: Feel free to add 
any other comments you 
might have.

Anderson: We are 
looking forward to hav-
ing these multiple events 
throughout the city on 
Independence Day from 
the “Vets’, Pets and 
Pies” celebration at the 
Community Center from 
10 a.m. to noon, Explore 
Lincoln City’s “Stars 
and Stripes and Wildlife” 
in Taft from noon to 5 
p.m., and of course the 
fireworks show at Devils 
Lake. This is going to be 
great family-friendly year!

See more details about 
July 4th holiday events 
in the B Section of this 
edition. 

HOLIDAY
From Page A1
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TRULY A COASTAL GEM
3 BD / 3.5 BA / 3690 SF

$1,780,000 / Newport / MLS 26-1070

Steve Redman
541-207-8845

Danielle Cutler
541-961-3868

Deborah Allen
907-903-1536

CeCe Kelly
541-272-0008

Karla Kuhlenbeck
541-270-2965

Chris Watkins
541-270-6774

Gail Stonebreaker
541-992-4317

Julie Gamache
541-231-0753

Wendy Birchfield
541-272-9190

u 541-265-5455 u
To view all MLS listings:  www.winwcp.com
914 SW Coast Hwy-101, Newport

Over 300 Combined Years of Experience

West Coast Properties

CONTRACTORS
To be included in 

the Business & 
Service Directory

email:
tbarnes@countrymedia.net

Business & Service
DIRECTORY

Middle School English Language Arts
-$51,052 - $93,581 DOE -Generous benefits 

-191 day contract -Starts 8/31/2026

Substitute Transportation Drivers
-$20.81 per hour -Training available 

-Flexible schedule - Bus or Van

Substitute Classroom Teachers
-$29.53 per hour -Flexible schedule

 

Use the QR code to apply or visit:
www.nestucca.k12.or.us/do/hr/index.php

OPEN POSITIONSOPEN POSITIONS

Student Health Aide
-$18.25-$21.69 per hour  -180 day contract

-District paid medical, vision & dental

District Office Manager
-$19.93-$23.69 per hour -220 day contract

-District paid medical, vision & dental

Substitute Bus Drivers
-$20.21 per hour  -Training available  

-Flexible schedule
 

Use the QR code to apply or visit:
www.nestucca.k12.or.us/do/hr/index.php

OPEN POSITIONS

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader 

The Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) 
deputies responded June 
28, to a traffic crash in 
the 600 block of Nashville 
Road in Eddyville, involv-
ing a motorcycle and 
an Oregon State Police 
(OSP) Fish and Wildlife 
patrol vehicle.

The OSP trooper operat-
ing the patrol vehicle pro-
vided the initial report of 
the crash to his dispatch 
center and the LCSO was 
requested to provide a 

third-party investigation 
into the incident.

Upon arriving, deputies 
determined that the motor-
cycle was being operated 
by a 13-year-old juvenile 
with a second 13-year-old 
juvenile passenger.

Based on the initial 
investigation, the juveniles 
appeared to have been 
operating the motorcycle 
on a private property in 
the area before enter-
ing the roadway where 
the OSP patrol vehicle 
was driving through the 
area. In the roadway, the 
motorcycle impacted the 

passenger side of the 
patrol vehicle and the 
juveniles on the motorcy-
cle appear to have fallen 
off the motorcycle, result-
ing in the passenger’s left 
leg and foot falling under 
the passenger tire or tires 
of the patrol vehicle.

The juvenile passen-
ger suffered significant 
injury to his left leg and 
foot that resulted in his 
transport to a hospital in 
Corvallis for treatment. 
Initial reports expect 
the juvenile to recover, 
according to the release 
from the LCSO.

As of June 29, the 
investigation was ongo-
ing in cooperation with 
OSP, and the parents of 
the juveniles have been 
notified.

The Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s Office would 
like to remind all drivers, 
whether off-road or pas-
senger vehicle operators, 
to be conscientious of 
other vehicle traffic in 
the area. All drivers are 
required by law to stop 
before entering roadways 
and to drive with due 
regard for the safety of 
others.

Average gasoline prices 
in Oregon have fallen 
19.6 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging 
$4.60 per gallon, according 
to GasBuddy’s survey of 
1,307 stations in Oregon.

As of Monday, June 29, 
prices in Oregon are 61.7 
cents per gallon lower 
than a month ago and 
stand 59.3 cents per gallon 
higher than a year ago. The 
national average price of 
diesel has decreased 11.4 
cents compared to a week 
ago and stands at $4.876 
per gallon.

According to GasBuddy 
price reports, the cheap-
est station in Oregon was 
priced at $3.74/g yesterday 
while the most expensive 
was $6.19/g, a difference 
of $2.45/g. The lowest 
price in the state yesterday 
was $3.74/g while the 
highest was $6.19/g, a dif-
ference of $2.45/g.

The national average 
price of gasoline has fallen 
6.9 cents per gallon in 

the last week, averaging 
$3.78/g today. The national 
average is down 55.6 cents 
per gallon from a month 
ago and stands 64.2 cents 
per gallon higher than a 
year ago, according to 

GasBuddy data compiled 
from more than 11 million 
weekly price reports cov-
ering over 150,000 gas sta-
tions across the country.

Historical gasoline prices 
in Oregon and the national 

average going back five 
years:
•	 June 29, 2025: $4.01/g 

(U.S. Average: $3.14/g)
•	 June 29, 2024: $4.01/g 

(U.S. Average: $3.48/g)
•	 June 29, 2023: $4.58/g 

(U.S. Average: $3.51/g)
•	 June 29, 2022: $5.48/g 

(U.S. Average: $4.85/g)
•	 June 29, 2021: $3.56/g 

(U.S. Average: $3.12/g)
Neighboring areas and 

their current gas prices:
•	 Eugene- $4.46/g, down 

18.8 cents per gal-
lon from last week’s 
$4.65/g.

•	 Salem- $4.57/g, down 
22.4 cents per gal-
lon from last week’s 
$4.79/g.

•	 Portland- $4.79/g, 
down 17.1 cents per 
gallon from last week’s 
$4.96/g.
The survey finds that 

average gasoline prices fell 
in 46 states over the last 
week, with diesel declining 
in 49, pushing the national 
average to its lowest level 

since mid-March.
The declines came 

despite a turbulent week, 
as fresh attacks were 
traded between the U.S. 
and Iran before both sides 
agreed to halt hostilities 
just in time Sunday, June 
28, preventing what could 
have been a significant 
spike in oil prices, accord-
ing to GasBuddy Head 
of Petroleum Patrick De 
Haan.

“For now, GasBuddy 
anticipates the national 
average will continue 

drifting lower this week, 
though the situation 
remains anything but pre-
dictable,” De Haan said. 
“A handful of price-cycling 
states could see prices 
jump ahead of the July 4 
holiday, while many states 
that already cycled higher 
last week should see prices 
fall back down. Motorists 
in non-cycling states are 
likely to see continued 
relief, but the fragile nature 
of the U.S.-Iran situation 
means the outlook could 
shift quickly.”

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader 

Construction on the 
Safe Routes to School 
project will begin July 6, 
bringing important pedes-
trian, bicycle and traffic 
safety improvements 
to key transportation 
corridors near Newport 
schools. 

The project area will 
focus on NE Harney 
St. Construction 
is expected to last 
through the summer, 
according to Newport 
Communications Director 
John Fuller.

As part of a sep-
arate project, the 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) 
will add dedicated 
turn lanes to the north-
bound and southbound 
approaches at the 

intersection of US 20, NE 
Harney Street, and NE 
Moore Drive. 

The project also 
includes new crosswalks 
and upgraded traffic sig-
nals to improve safety for 
motorists, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists while enhanc-
ing overall traffic flow. 
Construction is expected 
to begin in 2027. 

Progress on this project 
can be tracked online at 
Oregon.gov/ODOT.

The project will include 
several improvements 
designed to increase 
safety and accessibility 
for pedestrians, bicyclists 
and motorists, including:
•	 Extension of the side-

walk along the west side 
of NE Harney St. to US 
20

•	 Improved bicycle lanes
•	 New and enhanced 

crosswalks

•	 Accessibility ramps
•	 Additional signage and 

safety features for vehi-
cles, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists

•	 Stormwater line 
improvements

•	 Pavement rehabilitation
“During construction, 

increased construction 
activity along NE Harney 
Street can be expected,” 
Fuller said. “Drivers, 
pedestrians, and bicy-
clists are encouraged to 

use alternate routes when 
possible to help reduce 
congestion and improve 
safety. Any temporary 
road closures or sig-
nificant traffic impacts 
will be announced in 
advance.”

The Safe Routes 
to School program is 
intended to encourage 
students to walk and bike 
to school by improving 
infrastructure and remov-
ing barriers that make 

active transportation diffi-
cult or unsafe.

The project is funded 
through more than $1 
million in grants from the 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) 
Safe Routes to School 
Program, with additional 
funding provided by the 
City of Newport Urban 
Renewal Agency. 

Construction work on 
NE Harney Street will 
be completed by Road & 

Driveway Company of 
Newport, while improve-
ments at the US 20 inter-
section will be completed 
by ODOT.

“The City appreciates 
the community’s patience 
during construction and 
encourages community 
members to stay informed 
about traffic impacts and 
project updates through 
the City’s social media 
channels, website, and 
e-newsletter,” Fuller said.

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This pro-
motion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer 
expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
financing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers only. See your 
dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

 $1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
financing for 12 Months**

PLUS

Traffic crash injures 13-year-old

Safe Route to Schools Project. 
(Courtesy from the City of Newport)

Safe Routes to School Project to begin in Newport

Oregon average gasoline prices: significant decline
As of Monday, June 
29, prices in Oregon 
are 61.7 cents per 
gallon lower than a 
month ago and stand 
59.3 cents per gallon 
higher than a year 
ago. (Metro Creative 
Connection)
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Experienced estate planning attorney, 
Laura Laskey, is now open to serve you 

from her new Lincoln City office!
Call to schedule your free consultation today!

LaLaLaw LLC 
(541) 418 - 5164
info@lalalawllc.com

2604 NE Hwy 101, Ste B, Lincoln City, OR 97367
H26239

Sudoku answers

Jay Whisler, son of 
John and Beula Whisler 
and long-time resident 
of Newport, Gleneden 
Beach, and Toledo, 
passed away on May 10th 
in Salem, Oregon. He was 
77 years old.

Jay grew up in Newport 
and graduated from 
Newport High School 
with the Class of 1967. 
He was drafted into the 
Army shortly afterwards. Upon his return 
from Vietnam he returned to worked at 
101 Tire Service, raced stock cars on the 
dirt track in Siletz and generally raised hell.

He married Vicky (Dobbs) on May 29, 
1971. She was the love of his life. Jay went 
to work at KGBLB Water District and on 
March 9th, 1977, they adopted Melani Jo.

Jay was Captain of the Gleneden Volunteer 
Fire Hall. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, 
fixing and painting cars, and helping others 
in the community. Jay worked at several 
other water districts before buying Pump 
Pro Well Service and settling in Toledo. 
Vicky passed unexpectedly in 1996. Jay 
sold the business and retired in 2020. In 

the final years of his life 
he had moved to Salem 
where his daughter and 
grandkids live.

Jay is survived by his 
daughter, Mel Fuller 
(spouse Justin, children 
Fox and Charlie), and 
siblings Janice Louden 
(spouse Bruce, children 
Becky and Josh), Jill 
Peden (spouse David, 
children Ruth and Rose) 

and Joe Whisler (spouse Kathy, children 
Joseph John and Amy), and several grand 
nieces and nephews. 

It is important for us to mention Everett 
Thompson (spouse Patricia) of Kansas, 
his Lieutenant, and friend, who Jay served 
alongside in Vietnam as ARVN Infantry 
Advisors and as part of the Phoenix 
Program.

A Celebration of Life will be held 
12:30 PM, July 18, 2026 at the Gleneden 
Community Hall.

In lieu of flowers please make donations 
to: Oregon Conservation and Recreation 
Fund. 

John “Jay” B. Whisler
November 24th, 1948 - May 10th, 2026

Stephanie Jean Downing 
Allison was born April 
26, 1950, in Salem, 
Oregon. Stephanie 
passed away on May 
14, 2026, in Keller, TX, 
with her sister, Marie, at 
her side at her beautiful 
Casita.

Stephanie grew up in 
Lincoln City, Oregon, 
where she attended 
Oceanlake Elementary 
and Taft High Schools.

Stephanie married Ronald Allison and 
settled in Fort Worth, TX. Together, they 
operated a successful business, Allison 
Belting Specialists, for 25 years. After 
retiring, they enjoyed traveling and 
spending time with family. Stephanie 
maintained a lifelong love of the ocean 
and the beach and never missed a chance 
to travel back to Oregon to visit family; 
and patronize many of the local shops.

Stephanie was a voracious reader and 
loved history and autobiographies, as 
well as fiction. She loved shopping and 
collecting beautiful things, even if Ron 
complained they collected dust. Stephanie 
loved art, jewelry, and anything with cats 

or owls on it. She was an 
accomplished cross stitch 
artist and leaves behind a 
treasury of handmade 
gifts. 

Preceded in death by 
stepfather, Robert M 
Turnbull [2000]; father, 
Robert “Bob” Downing 
[2011]; mother, Rosemary 
(Austin) Downing [2012]; 
younger brother, Francis 
Robert “Bobby” Downing 
[2014].

Stephanie is survived by her husband of 
37 years, Ronald Allison; Uncle, Charles 
Austin; siblings Mike Downing [Donna], 
Marie Downing Wilson [Roger], John 
Downing [Aleta]. Nieces and nephews 
Emily, Brian, Caleb, Kate, Jennifer. Great-
nieces and nephews Graden, Elijah, Eden, 
Gideon, Lilliane, Jude, Paxton, Rosie, 
Louise, Mac.

A private family Celebration of Life 
will be held in Lincoln City, OR over the 
summer with a scattering of ashes in the 
Pacific Ocean.

Full obituary and condolences at https://
www.dignitymemorial.com

Stephanie Jean 
Downing Allison

April 26, 1950 - May 14, 2026

Richard Clark Haller passed 
away on June 18th, 2026, at 
the Evergreen Hospice House 
in Albany, Oregon, following 
a three-year battle with Lewy 
Body dementia. Richard was 
born in Portland, Oregon, to 
Charles Haller and Joanne 
Gothard. He was one of seven 
children, with two brothers 
and four sisters. He attended 
various educational institutions 
in the Portland area.

He is survived by his two daughters from 
his first marriage to Debra: Anna Haller and 
Cara Acohido. In 1996, he married Lois Haller, 
who brought three children to their union: 
Shannon Herrmann, Trisha Riggs-Schultz, and 
Nikolas Riggs.  Together, they shared seven 
grandchildren: Christopher (son of Anna); 
Gabe, Kekoa, and Chloe (children of Cara); 
and Stacy, Jonathan, and Klarissa (children of 
Shannon).

Richard was a kind and caring man a with 
a profound appreciation for the outdoors, 
particularly enjoying fishing and observing 

large birds of prey. He was also 
passionate about automotive 
mechanics and racing. 
Furthermore, he cherished 
time with his family, engaging 
in card games, and listening 
to music, with The Beatles 
and The Rolling Stones being 
among his favorite bands. After 
retiring as a chef he took up 
painting beautiful artwork. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Charles Haller and 

Joanne Gothard; his brother, Roger; his sisters, 
Linda, Nancy, and Diane; and his stepdaughter, 
Trisha.  Richard is survived by his wife of 
29 years, Lois Haller; his sister, Barbara; his 
daughters, Anna and Cara, and their respective 
children; his stepdaughter, Shannon, her 
partner Dan Courtney, and her children; his 
stepson, Nikolas; his in-laws, Janee and Pat 
Gutherie, Ken and Diane Paulson, and Larry 
Marxen and Sandi Tijerina; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held on July 18th, 
2026 at Richard and Lois’ residence

Richard Clark Haller
July 20th, 1954 – June 18th, 2026

Laura Nelson-Orr, 72, 
passed away at home 
on February 21, 2026, 
surrounded by family.

She lived in South Beach for 
53 years and was married to 
Jim for 54 years. Laura was 
known for her bright smile, 
her role as the oldest of nine 
siblings, and her passion for 
helping women register to 
vote in the 1970s. She taught 
her family that strength and 
truth matter.

She is survived by Jim; daughter Jamie; 
stepdaughter Stephanie; grandchildren 
Lydia and Kaiden; and her siblings, 
Margaret (Doug), Ralph (Teresa), Ronnie, 
Renee (Stan), Stefani, Tara (Mark), Tomie 
Jean, and brother-in-love Todd. She was 

preceded in death by her 
parents, Roy and Mary 
Nelson, and brothers Randy 
and Ricky.

Laura was cremated, and 
her family will privately 
spread her ashes. A 
celebration of her life will 
be held on Saturday, July 18, 
2026, at 1 p.m. at Big Creek 
Park, 2510 NE Big Creek 
Road, Newport, Oregon. It 
will be an informal gathering 
with food, sharing stories, 
laughter, and tears. In lieu of 

flowers, donations to hospice or dementia 
support are appreciated.

Celebration of Life Saturday, July 18, 
2026, at 1 p.m. at Big Creek Park, 2510 NE 
Big Creek Road, Newport, Oregon

Laura Nelson-Orr
4/23/1953 - 2/21/2026

CHESTER BEN
11/19/1953-06/15/2026

Age: 72 years
Town of Residency : 

Siletz , Oregon 
Funeral Services are 

June 26th 2026 @ 2:00 
pm On Government 
Hill at the Siletz Tribal 
Community Center

DEATH 
NOTICE

desire to have youngsters 
learn. He pointed out the 
waste in the military – 
hundreds of idle trucks 
and heavy equipment rust-
ing in Korea. Each year 
new parts were put on at 
the behest of the military 
industrial rip-off artists, 
AKA, Military Industrial 
Complex.

“See those men and 
women in the field with 
that mule? That’s a walk-
ing plow, and the US 
government wastes mil-
lions on unused jeeps and 
trucks that could be used 
by those Americans. It is 
a crime.”

Lessons not lost on me 
as a 14-year-old, who had 
lived in Portugal, Canada, 
Germany, France, the UK 
by the time he was 13. 
Lessons I continued to 

militate as I traveled and 
worked as a journalist 
in Guatemala, Mexico, 
Belize and Nicaragua.

Those “yanqui go 
home” signs were a tes-
tament to so much eco-
nomic and military inter-
ference the United States 
has foisted upon so many 
countries where I traveled.

Imagine, the best of 
our youth sanctioned and 
threatened as valedictori-
ans in this age of Trump.

In critiquing American 
exceptionalism, Horne 
states, “You have a 
number of scholars and 
intellectuals who make a 
good living by critiquing 
the Cuban Revolution... 
the Russian Revolution... 
but yet we get the 
impression that what 
happened in 1776 was all 
upside, which is rather 
far-fetched...”

And we must honor 
the youth and abandon 

this Orwellian impetus to 
intellectually lobotomize 
our youth.

“Whether it’s the 
millions suffering in 
Palestine, Sudan, Congo, 
Afghanistan and so many 
other countries around 
the world, or the fami-
lies being torn apart by 
(Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement), these are 
not distant issues. They 
are happening right now 
as I speak,” Leen the 
Valedictorian said, as 
cheers and applause could 
be heard from the audi-
ence. “My point is, we’re 
not given a voice to stay 
silent.”

Paul Haeder is a nov-
elist, journalist, educator 
and author of “Wide Open 
Eyes: Surfacing from 
Vietnam,” Cirque Press.

COLUMN
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Fire Management 
Program.

Mental health resources 
from Firefighter 
Behavioral Health 
Alliance designed for 
wildland firefighters.

“Wildfire response isn’t 
just a seasonal concern 
— it’s a year-round com-
mitment that requires col-
laboration,” Weyerhaeuser 
Western Timberlands Vice 
President Shane Conway 
said. “Our fifth year of the 
Fighting Fires Together 
campaign highlights the 
fact that preparedness is 
built on strong partner-
ships and ongoing sup-
port. Working closely with 
our rural communities and 
firefighters is essential to 
keeping Oregon’s forests 
and communities safe 
from wildfire.”

RURAL FIRE 
PROTECTION GRANTS
Across Oregon, grants 

from the company’s 
Giving Fund help rural 
fire protection districts 
secure critical rescue, 
medical and wildland fire-
fighting tools, along with 
expanded training to sup-
port faster, safer responses 
when wildfires occur. 
These grants build on 
Weyerhaeuser’s 38-acre 
land donation to the Row 
River RFPD in 2025. 
The site will house a new 
emergency substation and 
strengthen early suppres-
sion efforts in an area of 
rural Lane County where 
emergency resources are 
often stretched thin.

“In rural communi-
ties, we’re often the 
first responders on the 
scene,” Row River 
Valley Community 
Partnership Executive 
Director Kathleen Istudor 
said. “Support from 
Weyerhaeuser helps us 
strengthen our response 
and better protect our 
firefighters and the peo-
ple who live here in the 
Dorena, Culp Creek, and 

Disston areas. It’s an 
investment in our com-
munity that makes a real 
difference when it matters 
most.”

WILDFIRE RESPONSE 
PARTNERSHIPS

Weyerhaeuser continues 
to play an active role in 
fire prevention by col-
laborating with state and 
local agencies, including 
the Oregon Department 
of Forestry, and providing 
operational support during 
wildfire response, includ-
ing aerial wildfire coor-
dination and suppression 
efforts when fires occur.

Additionally, 
Weyerhaeuser is support-
ing the next generation 
of wildland firefighters 
and forestry profession-
als. A recent $10,000 
grant to Lane Community 
College’s Wildland Fire 
Management Program will 
support funding for tools 
and safety equipment that 
expands hands-on training 
and prepares students to 
enter the workforce. The 

investment enhances field-
based learning in fuels 
reduction, use of wildland 
firefighting tools, and 
evaluating fire behavior in 
real-world conditions.

“This investment will 
help students safely gain 
real-world skills used 
in prescribed burns and 
wildland firefighting. It’s 
a critical investment that 
will make our commu-
nity safer and open new 
workforce opportunities 
for students,” Wildland 
Fire Management Program 
Coordinator Rick Glover 
said.

MENTAL HEALTH 
SUPPORT FOR 
WILDLAND 

FIREFIGHTERS
The campaign also 

offers free and acces-
sible online tools from 
Firefighter Behavioral 
Health Alliance (FBHA) 
specifically designed to 
address the unique men-
tal health challenges that 
wildland firefighters may 
face during their life-
saving work. Wildland 
firefighters experience 

increased risk of post-trau-
matic stress disorder 
(PTSD), depression, anxi-
ety and suicide risk.

The campaign’s online 
resource hub offers videos 
and educational articles, 
links to regional peer 
groups and access to 
behavioral health provid-
ers who are trained in sup-
porting wildland firefight-
ers and their families.

Through Fighting Fires 
Together, Weyerhaeuser 
brings together invest-
ments, partnerships and 
on-the-ground resources 
that support wildfire 
preparedness, response 
and recovery across 
Oregon. Learn more at: 
https://www.weyerhae-
user.com/timberlands/
fighting-fires-together.

ABOUT WEYERHAEUSER
Weyerhaeuser Company, 

one of the world’s largest 
private owners of timber-
lands, began operations 
in 1900 and today owns 
or controls more than 
10 million acres of tim-
berlands in the U.S., as 
well as additional public 

timberlands managed 
under long-term licenses 
in Canada.

Weyerhaeuser has been 
a global leader in sustain-
ability for more than a 
century and manages 100 
percent of its timberlands 
on a fully sustainable 
basis in compliance with 
internationally recog-
nized sustainable forestry 
standards. Weyerhaeuser 
is also one of the largest 
manufacturers of wood 
products in North America 
and operates additional 
business lines around 
product distribution, cli-
mate solutions, real estate, 
and energy and natural 
resources, among others.

In 2025, the company 
generated $6.9 billion in 
net sales and employed 
approximately 9,500 peo-
ple who serve customers 
worldwide. Operated as 
a real estate investment 
trust, Weyerhaeuser’s 
common stock trades 
on the New York Stock 
Exchange under the sym-
bol WY.

Learn more at www.
weyerhaeuser.com.

GRANTS
From Page A1
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OPINION

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ONLINE POLL

QUOTE OF 
THE WEEK

PREVIOUS POLL

What is your favorite 
summer pastime?

14.8%.................Camping
18.5%........................Hiking
59.3%..... Quiet time at 
home
7.4%.Visiting Saturday 
Markets

NEW POLL

Are you saving more 
or spending more with 
the current economy?

•	 Saving more
•	 Spending more
•	 Both

“The most dangerous 
way to lose a democracy 
is to sleep through its 
disappearance.”

David Simon

JEFF MERKLEY
Lincoln County Leader 

Guest Column 

On busy days in the 
Senate, when I am rush-
ing through the Capitol, 
I sometimes pause in 
the rotunda and reflect 
on John Trumbull’s 
massive painting of the 
Continental Congress 
being presented with the 
draft of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

It captures the moment, 
in the summer of 1776, 
when our nation declared 
that all people are created 
free and equal.

Declaring those values 
was as revolutionary as 
declaring independence 
from Britain. Before 
1776, authoritarian gov-
ernments of kings and 
conquerors derived their 
power from the barrel of 
a musket. But a just gov-
ernment, the Declaration 
said, derives its power 

from the consent of 
the people. That vision 
replaced violence with 
voters, rulers with repre-
sentatives, tyranny with 
democracy. Lincoln sim-
ply called it, “government 
of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people”.

This summer, we cel-
ebrate the 250th anni-
versary of the signing 
of the Declaration of 
Independence. Over two 
and a half centuries, we 
have progressed toward 
the vision of liberty and 
justice for all by including 
those originally excluded: 
Native Americans, 
women, and communities 
of color. And we have 
grown freer, stronger, 
fairer, and richer every 
time we have lived up to 
the values of freedom, 
equality, inclusion, and 
opportunity for all.

Those opportunities 
shaped my life. My 
dad was a millwright, a 

mechanic who kept a tim-
ber mill’s machinery hum-
ming. When I was young, 
he took me to the school-
house doors and said, “If 
you walk through those 
doors and work hard, you 
can do anything because 
you live in America.” It 
was a promise of oppor-
tunity under our govern-
ment “for the people”.

I believed in that prom-
ise. I became the first 
in my family to go to 
college. And, in 1976, 
our bicentennial summer, 
I was thrilled to get an 
internship with Oregon’s 
Senator Mark Hatfield in 
Washington, DC.

That experience was 
transformative. Opening 
and sorting the mail each 
morning, I read about the 
hopes and cares of ordi-
nary Oregonians, includ-
ing housing, health care, 
education, and good-pay-
ing jobs, the very foun-
dations for families to 

thrive. I also had the 
chance to cover the Tax 
Reform Act, and I saw 
how a bad policy can hurt 
millions of people, while 
a good policy can help 
millions of people.

Fifty years later, those 
lessons are still the bed-
rock of my career in 
public service and how I 
think about public policy. 
And they are the bedrock 
of the American Dream. 
Every family deserves to 
live in a decent home in a 
decent community. Every 
person deserves to see 
a doctor when they are 
sick. Every child deserves 
a quality education. And 
every worker deserves a 
fair wage for an honest 
day’s work.

But, on America’s 
250th anniversary, the 
American Dream is in 
trouble. Government 
by and for the people is 
turning into government 
by and for the powerful. 

Houses are becoming 
profit centers for hedge 
funds instead of homes 
for families. Health care 
is focused on profits over 
patients. Education is 
becoming a privilege for 
the wealthy. And full-time 
workers cannot make ends 
meet. Everywhere we 
look, it feels like families 
lose and billionaires win. 
Restoring the American 
Dream starts with rebuild-
ing the foundations for all 
families to thrive.

Our country has come 
through tough times 
before. From Bunker Hill 
and Gettysburg to suffrage 
and civil rights, ordinary 
Americans — from all 
generations, all walks of 
life, and against all odds 
— fought and sacrificed 
for a more just future. 
Citizenship and patriotism 
mean taking responsibil-
ity for your community, 
investing in your neigh-
bors, and building a better 

world for your children.
Walking through the 

Capitol rotunda, Mr. 
Trumbull’s painting looks 
out over marble statues 
of historic Americans. 
Washington, Jefferson, 
Lincoln, and other pres-
idents are now joined by 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Susan B. Anthony, and 
Lucretia Mott, each of 
whom brought our coun-
try another step closer to 
realizing the Declaration’s 
promise of liberty and 
justice for all.

On this 250th Fourth of 
July, as we enjoy cook-
outs and fireworks, let us 
rededicate ourselves to 
the unfinished American 
Revolution of government 
of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people. Let’s 
save our republic!

Jeff Merkley is a 
Democratic United States 
Senator representing 
Oregon.

PAUL HAEDER
Lincoln County Leader 

Guest Column 

“What, to the American 
slave, is your 4th of 
July? I answer: a day 
that reveals to him, more 
than all other days in the 
year, the gross injustice 
and cruelty to which he 
is the constant victim.” 
from Frederick Douglass’s 
Fourth of July Speech, 
1852.

Now, try a June 3, 2026 
speech, highlighting 250 
years of a country steeped 
in genocide (native 
peoples), slavery (13th 
Amendment still allows 
for prison slavery), and 
land theft (just do your 
history of what America 
looked like before 1776).

“Before I leave the 
stage, I have one last 
thing to say. Every single 
person here has a voice, 
and we are privileged to 
have the freedom to use 
it when so many people 
around the world are 

struggling and suffering 
to be heard,” High School 
valedictorian Leen Hijaz 
in Johnston County, North 
Carolina Hijaz, said.

Her mic was cut, and 
she was threatened with 
having her diploma 
withheld.

Reality hurts and think-
ing of myself and other 
faculty – adjunct teachers 
in colleges and univer-
sities – we have been 
precarious since day one 
of our contracts. Told to 
be nice to students, to not 
grade too hard, and to not 
bring up controversial top-
ics (sic).

Imagine social studies 
or politics in your local 
high school, using books 
or articles by Gerald 
Horne (Acknowledging 
Radical Histories; The 
Counter-Revolution Of 
1893: The Hawaii Coup 
and the Roots of U.S. 
Imperialism in the Asia-
Pacific Basin); or Howard 
Zinn (People’s History of 
the United States).

The price of those red, 
white and blue sparklers 
has been huge on human-
kind: Since 2001, the 
United States has been 
systematically destroying 
a region of the globe, 
bombing Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Pakistan, Libya, 
Somalia, Yemen, and 
Syria, not to mention the 
Philippines. The United 
States has “special forces” 
operating in two-thirds 
of the world’s countries 
and non-special forces in 
three-quarters of them.

Students are not allowed 
to read articles like, “How 
Many Millions Have Been 
Killed in America’s Post-
9/11 Wars?” by Nicolas 
Davies. The researcher 
estimates 5 to 7 million 
people directly killed by 
U.S. wars since 2001 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Libya, Syria, 
Somalia and Yemen (up to 
2017).

How many Lincoln 
County high schoolers 
would get to read, “How 

Death Outlives War by 
Costs of War”? From 
2023, this report estimates 
4.5 to 4.6 million people 
killed directly or indi-
rectly by U.S. wars since 
2001 in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Syria, and 
Yemen.

None, I sadly say.
The U.S. government 

provides weapons, mili-
tary training, and military 
funding to almost every 
dictatorship and oppres-
sive government on earth. 
See David Swanson’s 
2020 book, 20 Dictators 
Currently Supported by 
the U.S.

Do we have discussions 
around the barbeque about 
career options for our kid-
dos in this disaster capital-
ism America, where slave 
wages define one group of 
people? Where houseless-
ness hits our own citizens 
here who work as maids, 
restaurant workers, and 
even students going to 
college?

What lessons can be 

learned with a current 
reckless criminal presi-
dent who uses terms like 
“pussy grabbing” and 
makes fun of adults with 
disabilities? What do we 
tell our kiddos about how 
wonderful this project is 
after 250 years?

Is it now time to give 
Juan and Tina “the talk”? 
No, not about sexual 
relations, but about which 
uniformed branch of the 
military will be heavily 
recruiting them in their 
sophomore through senior 
years?

The US Army made 
its recruitment goals for 
2026. That’s a big lie for 
many of us, “service,” 
through invasions of other 
countries, drones hitting 
civilians throughout West 
Asia, and targeted kill-
ings of fishermen in the 
Caribbean.

The U.S. Army’s active-
duty recruiting goal of 
61,500 new soldiers has 
been met. Officials attri-
bute the early “success” to 

restored enlistment incen-
tives, expanded outreach, 
and programs designed to 
help applicants meet aca-
demic and physical fitness 
standards before officially 
joining.

Which K12 substitute 
would last more than one 
period by stating: “Of the 
benefits that Americans 
are told they reap in return 
for investing vast sums in 
defense, many are diffuse 
or difficult to perceive.”

I can harp on this fact: 
My old man, 32 years 
in two branches of the 
military – Air Force as 
enlisted and Army as 
an officer. He was shot 
in Korea and Vietnam. 
His undying commit-
ment to anti-racism was 
supreme when he had 
men and women under his 
command.

His commitment to 
state-funded, inexpen-
sive college education 
was grounded hard in his 

PARADE FOR 
DEMOCRACY

Lincoln County 
Indivisible celebrates 
democracy for all 
Americans with a flotilla 
on D Lake, Saturday, July 
4th, 10 - 11 a.m.

Watch for local paddlers 
and their family, friends, 
and dogs in kayaks, row-
boats, canoes, rafts, and 
even on stand-up pad-
dle boards. Cheer their 
watercraft as they pass, 
festooned with colorful 

decorations, banners, 
signs, and balloons. 
Expect noisemakers and 
bubbles.

•WHAT: July 4th 
Paddle for Democracy

•WHEN: Saturday, July 
4th, 10 - 11 a.m.

•WHERE: paddlers will 
be out on D Lake

Launch site: Devil’s 
Lake State Park

205 NE East Devil’s 
Late Road

Lincoln City, OR 97365
•WHO SHOULD 

WATCH:
Anyone who loves 

democracy
Shar Walbaum

Lincoln City

WORKING TSUNAMI 
SIRENS

As a concerned citizen 
and resident of Lincoln 
City and the county of 
Lincoln, it has come to 
my attention, there are 
currently no working tsu-
nami sirens for warning in 

Lincoln City.
After I contacted 

Cassidy Boyle, the emer-
gency preparedness coor-
dinator in Lincoln City 
regarding my concern, I 
learned that the warning 
system sirens are broken 
and have been broken for 
quite a while. New sirens 
have been ordered and are 
now in the city however 
have not been installed 
yet and is leaving Lincoln 
Cities residents and vis-
itors in danger. I would 
like to ask that this matter 
be brought to the attention 
of the residents and hope-
fully tourists as well.

As we are a tourist 
town and with the upcom-
ing celebration weekend 
of Fourth of July fast 
approaching this matter 
needs to be addressed 
and people made aware. 
I’ve lived here through 
my youth and now into 
my adulthood and am 
aware that this system 
is extremely important 
to anyone in the coastal 
regions.

We know too well that 
tourists do not often read 
or heed warning signs 
posted in concern to 
riptides, getting caught 
in them, and having to 

be rescued by the Coast 
Guard and at times losing 
their lives by drowning 
because these warn-
ing signs are not taken 
seriously.

We are so lucky as a 
community that we have 
the Coast Guard as well as 
the helicopter (which we 
fought to get back) as they 
are vital tools in keeping 
our community and visi-
tors safe just as our sirens 
does the same and without 
working tsunami sirens 
the community is left at 
risk as people assume the 
sirens are working and 
this is currently not the 
case.

This safety system need 
corrected to be installed as 
soon as possible.

Respectfully
Kimmarie Skondin

Lincoln City Resident

WALDPORT CITY 
COUNCIL RECALL

This matter affects 
not only the citizens of 
Waldport it affects the 
surrounding community. I 
urge everyone to take the 
time and read the charter, 
read the Oregon laws, the 
Oregon Constitution and 
the minutes of the meet-
ings and resolutions going 
back at least 2 years.

Our community thrives 
when we work together to 
address challenges with 
compassion, fairness, and 
foresight.

The recall of the 
Waldport City Council 
is necessary because of 
mismanagement, lack of 
transparency, abuse of 
authority, unethical behav-
ior, complacency, and a 
lack of accountability. 
Key issues:

• Mayor’s Firing: The 
council’s justification for 
firing the mayor lacks 
independent investigation, 
with allegations from a 
single event and implies 
the charter has more 
authority than the Oregon 
constitution.

• City Manager’s 
Authority: The city man-
ager abuses his authority, 
the council follows his 
lead and alters meeting 
minutes to support his 
actions, such as paying his 
personal legal fees.

• Financial 
Mismanagement:

• Audits: The city has 
failed to conduct annual 
audits for six years.

• Grant Funds: Grant 
monies are not tracked 
separately leading to 
potential misappropriation.

• Budget Overruns: 
Projects consistently 
go over budget without 
proper pre-authorization, 
and the city has circum-
vented procurement laws.

• Water Rates: A six-
year increase in water 
rates, justified by vague 
claims of future projects.

• Abuse of Authority: 
The city manager acted 
beyond his administrative 
role, engaging in litigious, 
vindictive, and unethical 
behavior, and making 
unsubstantiated accu-
sations against various 
individuals and groups. 
The council has condoned 
these actions.

• Lack of Transparency 
and Accountability: How 
is it possible for the 
council to make decisions 
without the city manager 
submitting actual num-
bers, why are past minutes 
altered, and why is litiga-
tion the default solution.

• The recall aims to 
address systemic issues; 
bring transparency, inclu-
siveness, professionalism, 
and cooperation back to 
Waldport.

Vote Yes on recall.
Tony Thimakis

Chief Petitioner
Waldport

Our Unfinished American Revolution

Bombs Bursting in Air – Busting our Science Programs, Literacy and Safety Nets

See COLUMN, page A4



A6	 Wednesday, July 1, 2026	 lcleditor@countrymedia.net

BUSINESS

SHAANTH NANGUNERI
Oregon Capital Chronicle

To jumpstart Oregon’s eco-
nomic development, the state 
should cut taxes, eliminate a 
key state climate program and 
allocate a quarter of a billion 
state dollars for business infra-
structure needs every two years, 
according to a new report from 
Gov. Tina Kotek’s economic 
advisers.

The numbers Kotek’s pros-
perity council put forth in its 
33-page report and shared in 
a council meeting Thursday 
afternoon paint a negative 
picture of Oregon’s economy: 
The state is second-to-last in 
the nation when it comes to 
increases in employment, 41% 
of Oregonians live either below 
the federal poverty level or are 
unable to afford basic needs, 
and the state’s unemployment 
rate is at 5.2%, a figure that has 
remained above the national 
average for months. The report 
comes as U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics data identified Oregon 
as the only West Coast state to 
lose jobs overall since last year.

“We have to chart a better 
future for everyone,” Kotek said 
during Thursday afternoon’s 
meeting. “We are hearing con-
stantly about the challenge for 
everyday Oregon working hard 
can’t make ends meet. I also 
want to make sure that Oregon 
is one of the best places in the 
country to have a business, and 
I think we can achieve that.”

She commended the council 
for producing recommenda-
tions she called “bold” and 
“practical,” particularly praising 
charges to identify redundant 
regulations and reimagine the 
state’s economic development 
agency.

But while the report identifies 
10 key solutions, it defers to 
the Oregon Legislature when it 
comes to changing what it calls 
a “one-and-a-half-legged stool” 
system reliant on personal 
income taxes and property tax 
to fund state revenues. It’s an 
issue even the council couldn’t 
agree on, according to Curtis 
Robinhold, executive director 
of the Port of Portland and 
co-chair of the council.

“We are not equipped to come 
up with the right answer on the 
tax code. It deserves a really 
good look…but boy, it’s com-
plicated, and you know, I think 
we probably each could imagine 
a system that would be better,” 
he told the Capital Chronicle. 
“What we really need is the 
governor and the Legislature to 
get their heads together on what 
will get us the outcomes we 

want.”
Another major suggestion: 

The report argues the state 
should adapt a cap-and-trade 
program to push polluters to pay 
for their emissions, like exist 
in California and Washington, 
then repeal Oregon’s Climate 
Protection Program. Former 
Gov. Kate Brown spearheaded 
the program, which allows state 
environmental regulators to set 
declining emissions caps, after 
quorum-denying Republican 
walkouts in 2019 and 2020 
quashed legislative efforts to 
pass a cap-and-trade program.

The report stressed that the 
below changes to Oregon’s tax 
code should be revenue neutral:

Expand Oregon’s Research & 
Development tax credit through 
incentives such as a 15% credit 
for company-led research and 
development and 2% for proj-
ects within Oregon universities. 

Increase the estate tax exemp-
tion threshold from $1 million 
to $3 to $5 million.

Increase the filing and tax-
ability threshold for Oregon’s 
Corporate Activity Tax, which 
now applies to businesses with 
$1 million in Oregon commer-
cial activity. Businesses now 
pay $250 plus 0.57% of their 
Oregon taxable commercial 
activity above $1 million. The 
prosperity council urged raising 
that threshold to $2 million 
and allowing  businesses to 
completely deduct the cost of 
creating or providing a service 
or product.

Reconnect the state tax code 
to a portion of the federal 2025 
tax law that allows non-corpo-
rate investors to exempt their 
small business stock sales from 
capital gains tax. Disconnecting 
from this exemption saved 
Oregon nearly $40 million in 
revenue for the current two-year 

budget cycle. 
Establish a work group that 

can by 2029 deliver a long-
term proposal to the governor 
addressing issues such as expir-
ing federal state and local tax 
provisions, the corporate activity 
tax, local government funding 
and reducing the burden of per-
sonal income taxes. 

“I would like us to be tar-
geted in making sure we have a 
tax structure that and takes care 
of all Oregonians,” Kotek said. 
“We have a tax system right 
now that we hope can be as pro-
gressive as possible, by making 
sure that people who pay taxes 
have the ability to pay them and 
what we have from this report is 
we probably need a longer-term 
conversation about what our tax 
system looks like.”

Revisiting such issues would 
likely leave state lawmakers 
figuring out how to balance 
state revenues while changing 
the systems that fund hundreds 
of millions of dollars in state 
revenue at a time when politi-
cal capital for tax increases is 
low. Oregonians at the ballot 
box in May sharply rejected 
transportation tax increases 
passed by Democrats last year, 
but state lawmakers also unsuc-
cessfully attempted to increase 
the exemption threshold for the 
estate tax in Oregon this year. 

“Every single one of these 
recommendations is in the con-
text of ‘What do other people 
do? How are we different? Are 
we better? Are we worse?’” said 
Renée James, founder of semi-
conductor company Ampere 
Computing and council co-chair. 

Kotek established the prosper-
ity council last year amid con-
cern about the state’s economic 
development climate hampering 
her reelection campaign. Her 
Republican opponent, state Sen. 

Christine Drazan of Canby, 
acknowledged that political real-
ity in a brief statement praising 
the recommendations. 

“We all know this council 
was an election-year gimmick, 
but these recommendations are 
a meaningful start and deserve 
strong bipartisan support,” 
Drazan said. “Let’s build on 
the ideas that create jobs, fix 
our economy and make Oregon 
more affordable. That includes 
bold tax cuts for families and 
businesses. I’m ready to get to 
work.”

The left-leaning Oregon 
Center for Public Policy panned 
the recommendations for failing 
to meet the moment, saying the 
state must focus on protecting 
health care and food assistance 
in the wake of federal cuts.

“The Council’s recommen-
dations respond to this dire 
challenge by cutting taxes for 
millionaires and by prioritizing 
corporate handouts over direct 
investment in the success of 
working families across our 
state,” the center’s deputy direc-
tor, Daniel Hauser, said in an 
email. “Oregon cannot chart a 
path towards shared prosperity 
by cutting taxes on the few who 
are prosperous.”

Competing factions within the 
council sparred over how far the 
state should go when it comes 
to slashing taxes to incentivize 
business development. 

A key point of contention 
was her decision to tap former 
Senate Republican Leader Tim 
Knopp as her chief prosperity 
officer. Some council members 
also disagreed over the extent to 
which the state should replicate 
federal tax cuts. 

Prosperity council leaders 
acknowledged that disconnect 
legislation fueled disagreement 
among the council, but they said 
that they did find a “superma-
jority” of consensus on every 
issue aside from taxes. Missing 
from the report are detailed 
recommendations on improv-
ing the state’s K-12 education 
outcomes, an issue that council 
leaders said was outside the 
scope of their duties.

“I think there’s a misnomer in 
the dialogue that it’s all about 
rich people wanting tax cuts,” 
Robinhold said. “And I want to 
make sure, because this is super 
important for the Legislature to 
hear in this report, we need to 
holistically look at our tax code, 
because we are hurting, we’re 
hurting our middle- and low-
er-income Oregonians just as 
much, if not more.”

The report also acknowledges 
similar disagreements, noting 
that two council members 

“disagreed with some of the 
short-term tax changes and 
expressed concerns about the 
necessity of broader business 
incentives and their long-term 
impacts to the state.” It’s a 
likely nod to when two labor-af-
filiated members of the council 
in April issued a public rebuke 
of business groups in the state 
and argued that tax breaks 
would only harm Oregon’s eco-
nomic development further. 

“They agree that Oregon must 
strengthen its long-term compet-
itiveness but believe increasing 
investments in talent and qual-
ity of life is more effective for 
enhancing the state’s economy,” 
the report reads. 

Other recommendations 
include:

Transform Oregon’s economic 
development agency, Business 
Oregon, into the Oregon 
Commerce Authority. It would 
be governed by business and 
innovation leaders alongside the 
governor. 

Establish statewide permit-
ting timelines and guardrails by 
requiring agencies to approve or 
deny applications within clear 
timelines.

Reduce regulatory and 
administrative burdens by 20% 
by 2029 by removing old and 
excessive regulations.  

Create a dedicated site read-
iness and infrastructure fund 
of $250 million, likely through 
lottery bonds, for each two-
year budget cycle. Robinhold 
said the council heard from 
businesses including Daimler 
that they wanted to expand in 
Oregon but didn’t have avail-
able and ready land. 

Create a Governor’s 
Cabinet of Economic & Talent 
Development to lead a strategy 
to attract talent to the state and 
promote its competitiveness. 

Align Oregon with other West 
Coast states’ higher education 
funding policies and commit 
$20 million to a fund for inno-
vative university research.

Capital Chronicle editor-in-
chief Julia Shumway contributed 
to this report.

https://oregoncapitalchroni-
cle.com/2026/06/25/koteks-pros-
perity-council-pushes-oregon-
lawmakers-to-revisit-tax-cuts-
leaves-details-up-in-air/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a coa-
lition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.

STAFF REPORT
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon’s unemploy-
ment rate was 5.2% 
in each of the first 
five months of 2026, 
according to the Oregon 
Employment Department.

In May, Oregon’s sea-
sonally adjusted nonfarm 
payroll employment rose 
by 3,600 jobs, following 
a gain of 600 jobs, as 
revised, in April. May’s 
gains were largest in other 
services (+2,000 jobs) and 
professional and business 
services (+1,800). Losses 
were largest in manufac-
turing (-1,100 jobs).

Although nonfarm pay-
roll employment rose by a 
total of 4,200 jobs during 
April and May, this broad 
measure of Oregon’s 
employment was still 
9,100 jobs, or 0.5%, 
below its May 2025 level.

Over the past 12 
months, nine of the major 
industries have cut jobs, 
while only five indus-
tries have added jobs. At 
1,977,100, Oregon non-
farm payroll employment 
has been slightly below 
two million jobs for the 
past four years and is 
down 20,900 jobs from 
its peak of 1,998,000 in 
September 2024.

The rapid expansion 
during the prior three 
years within health care 
and social assistance is 
slowing. Since October 
2025, growth appears 
to have leveled off in 
ambulatory health care 

services and in hospitals. 
However, the other two 
industries within the 
broader sector continued 
their rapid expansion. 
Since October, nursing 
and residential care facil-
ities added 1,500 jobs, 

while social assistance 
added 4,600.

Manufacturing employ-
ment dropped 1,100 jobs 
in May, following steep 
losses over the prior 
three years. In the past 
12 months, durable goods 

manufacturing cut 5,900 
jobs, or 4.7%, while non-
durable goods manufac-
turing cut 2,200 jobs, or 
4.0%.

The U.S. unemploy-
ment rate was 4.3% in 
March, April, and May.

Gov. Tina Kotek speaks to reporters after the release of 
her prosperity council’s report on July 25, 2026. (Julia 
Shumway / Oregon Capital Chronicle)

Kotek’s prosperity council pushes for lower taxes, fewer regulations

State jobless report reveals significant details

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

844-387-1163
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!
■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
 your free quote today!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
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Fireworks are a sum-
mertime staple and 
an iconic element of 
Independence Day cele-
brations. However, many 
people don’t realize that 
the resulting smoke is 
hazardous.

The American Lung 
Association is educating 
the public about the risks 
associated with firework 
smoke and sharing tips to 
enjoy these spectacular 
displays more safely.

When fireworks 
explode, they release irri-
tating gases and harmful 
metals, including carbon 
monoxide, aluminum and 
cadmium, into the air. 
Firework smoke also con-
tains tiny particles, known 
as particulate matter 
(PM), which can irritate 
the lungs, trigger asthma 
attacks and cause other 
respiratory symptoms. It’s 
also important to note that 
particulate matter levels 

tend to be elevated not 
only during the fireworks, 
but for hours or even days 
afterward.

The amount of pollu-
tion depends on how big 
the fireworks are, how 
long they last, and the 
weather conditions at the 
time. Breathing in fire-
work smoke is unhealthy 
for everyone, but chil-
dren, older adults, those 

The Oregon State Fire 
Marshal is reminding 
people to celebrate the 
Fourth of July responsi-
bly and legally. 

The 2026 fireworks 
retail sales season in 
Oregon runs from June 
23 through July 6, 
and the agency’s mes-
sage is clear: “Keep it 
legal. Keep it safe.” As 
Oregonians make plans 
for the holiday, they’re 
urged to check local rules 
and restrictions on both 
the sale and use of fire-
works, whether celebrat-
ing at home or traveling.

“Before lighting any 
fireworks, make sure you 
know what’s allowed 
where you are,” Oregon 
State Fire Marshal 
Assistant Chief Deputy 
Mark Johnston said. “We 
want everyone to enjoy 
the holiday, but it’s criti-
cal to follow the law and 
avoid actions that could 
cause a fire or injury.”

Local governments 
across Oregon may set 
additional restrictions 
on the sale or use of 
fireworks, especially 
in areas at higher risk 
of wildfires. It’s the 

responsibility of those 
using fireworks to under-
stand and follow local 
laws.

Fireworks safety and 
legal reminders

•	 Consumer-legal 
fireworks may be 
purchased only from 
permitted retailers and 
stands. These fireworks 
may not be used on:

•	 Public lands and parks
•	 National parks and 

forests
•	 Bureau of Land 

Management lands

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

Local organizers in Newport, 
Lincoln City, and other Lincoln 
County cities said they plan to 
celebrate America’s 250th year 
of independence in grand style.

The Devils Lake 
Neighborhood Association fire-
works show will be conducted 
at approximately 9:30 p.m. 
July 3 and will be viewable 
from the East Side State Park 
(Brown Bear Park) and from 
Sandpoint Park for shore-based 
public access at Devils Lake in 
Lincoln City.

For boaters, the epicenter 
will be approximately off the 
point near NE 20th Street, west 
of Leisure Bay, the same as the 
past few years.

The association will also con-
duct its annual boat parade on 
the lake from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, July 4.  The proces-
sion will work around the lake 
counterclockwise.

On July 4, events include an 
Independence Day fireworks 
celebration over Yaquina Bay at 
Newport. 

Residents and visitors 
are invited to gather along 
Newport’s Bayfront and sur-
rounding viewing areas to 

A previous fireworks display over Newport’s Yaquina Bay. (Tony Reed / Country Media, Inc.)

Lincoln County to celebrate America’s 250th year

See FIREWORKS, page B5

More information about firework smoke and lung health can be found at 
Lung.org. (Metro Creative Connection)

Lung Association issues 
fireworks smoke advisory

See ADVISORY, page A2

See SAFETY, page A5

A television camera operator catches a fireworks safety demonstration 
conducted by the Oregon Fire Marshal’s Office in Salem. (Courtesy photo)

Check fireworks restrictions, 
keep celebrations legal and safe

The Newport Public 
Library is pleased to 
announce that four 
Oregon State Parks Day-
Use Parking Passes are 
now available for check-
out by library patrons. 

These passes serve as 
one-day parking permits 
and are honored at all 
Oregon State Parks day-
use sites that charge a 
parking fee. The passes 
provide an excellent 
opportunity for commu-
nity members to explore 
Oregon’s beautiful state 
parks while enjoying 
free parking during their 

visits.
The passes circulate 

for a two-week checkout 
period. Because only 
four passes are available, 
patrons must contact the 
library to place a hold 
before checking out a 
pass.

Each pass is valid for 
one vehicle and may be 
used to visit multiple par-
ticipating day-use areas 
during operating hours 
throughout the checkout 
period. However, pos-
session of a pass does 
not guarantee a parking 
space. The pass may 

not be used for camping 
fees, extra vehicle fees, 
or other charges beyond 
standard day-use parking.

Oregon State Parks 
day-use areas are gen-
erally open from dawn 
until dusk. Visitors are 
encouraged to check 
the Oregon State Parks 
website for specific park 
information, seasonal 
hours, and closures 
before traveling. Patrons 
should note that the 
replacement fee for a lost 
or stolen pass is $60.00.

The passes circulate for a two-week checkout period. Because only four 
passes are available, patrons must contact the library to place a hold 
before checking out a pass. (Courtesy photo)

State Parks Day-Use Parking 
Passes available for checkout 
at Newport Public Library

See PARKS, page A2
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Guest Column 

Fragile, beautiful and 
fascinating, butterflies flut-
ter into gardens and often 
just as quickly disappear 
again.

It isn’t because they 
want to leave, said Heather 
Stoven, an entomologist 
with the Oregon State 
University Extension 
Service. Rather, they often 
don’t find what they need 
to remain in one place.

Butterflies require very 
specific “room and board.” 
Like all wildlife, they need 
shelter, water and food — 
but their diets, especially 
in the caterpillar stage, are 
extremely limited.

When butterflies hatch 
into caterpillars, they 
emerge ravenous and 
equipped with chewing 
mouthparts. That means 
gardeners who want but-
terflies must tolerate some 
plant damage.
Host plants matter most

Only a small number of 
plants — sometimes just 
one — provide the nutri-
tion each species of cater-
pillar needs. Without the 
correct host plants, Stoven 
said, caterpillars starve.

“If you see a weird 
worm creeping along one 
of your plants, don’t kill it 
until you have identified 
it,” she said. “It may well 
be a butterfly caterpillar, 
maybe a rare one you 
didn’t expect.”

Gardeners can take 
caterpillars to a county 
Extension office for help 
from a Master Gardener 
volunteer (call ahead to 
confirm office hours) or 
submit a photo and ques-
tion to Ask Extension.

What adult butterflies 
need

In addition to host 
plants, adult butterflies 
rely on nectar plants. 
Many — such as zinnias, 
daisies, asters, goldenrod 
and milkweed — are com-
mon garden choices.

Because butterflies 
are nearsighted, Stoven 
recommends planting a 
single species and color 
in noticeable swaths: a 
block of blue asters for 
swallowtails, or a yellow 
patch of goldenrod for red 
admirals.

Fragrance helps, too. 
Lavender, mint, sweet 
William and honeysuckle 
are reliable options.

Shelter, sunshine and 
water

Taller plants around 
nectar and host plants 
help buffer wind. In win-
ter, caterpillars and adult 
butterflies often shelter in 
crevices in trees, walls, 
under mulch or leaf litter, 
or in empty sheds.

Butterflies also need a 
warm place to bask. They 
rarely take flight below 60 
degrees, Stoven said.

Provide water by sink-
ing a shallow dish into the 
ground and filling it with 
wet sand for a “butterfly 
puddle.”

And skip the pesticides 
— they undermine butter-
fly habitat.
Monarchs and milkweed

Although monarchs get 
most of the public atten-
tion, Stoven noted that 
little is known about the 
western monarch’s migra-
tion, which may explain 
why they are less common 
west of the Cascades.

“It certainly doesn’t hurt 
to plant milkweed just 
in case,” she said. “But 
it makes more sense to 
plant it for other butterflies 
native to the area as well.”

Here are examples of 
butterflies commonly seen 
in Oregon this time of 
year, with their host and 
nectar preferences:

Western tiger swallowtail
Host: big-leaf maple, 

willow, aspen, cottonwood 
Nectar: lilac, rhodo-
dendron, honeysuckle, 
milkweed, mock orange, 
sweet William, lavender, 
verbena, asters

Pale swallowtail
Host: buckbrush, cherry, 

plum, hawthorn, cascara, 
oceanspray 
Nectar: oceanspray, colum-
bine, garden mint, thistle, 
blackberry, penstemon, 
sweet William, asters

Pure white
Host: pine, Douglas-fir, 

true fir, hemlock, redcedar 
Nectar: dusty miller, dai-
sies, coreopsis, lobelia, 
goldenrod, strawflower

Red admiral
Host: stinging nettle 

Nectar: daisy, aster, this-
tle, dandelion, goldenrod, 
milkweed, fireweed

Painted lady
Host: thistle, sunflower, 

pearly everlasting, holly-
hock 
Nectar: Oregon grape, rab-
bitbrush, zinnia, dandelion, 
aster, cosmos, milkweed, 
purple coneflower
Great spangled fritillary

Host: violet 
Nectar: gloriosa daisy, 
thistle, verbena, milkweed

Monarch
Host: milkweed 

Nectar: milkweed, lantana, 
lilac, cosmos, goldenrod, 
zinnia

Woodland skipper
Host: grasses 

Nectar: bluebeard, laven-
der, oxeye daisy, garden 
sage, pearly everlasting, 
black-eyed Susan, aster

Kym Pokorny writes 
for the Oregon State 
University Extension 
Service.

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle 
based on a 9x9 grid with several given 
numbers. 

The object is to place the numbers 1 to 
9 in the empty squares so that each row, 
each column and each 3x3 box contains 
the same number only once. 

Support theseSupport these
Local NonprofitLocal Nonprofit

Community Community 
Organizations!Organizations!

Samaritan House envisions a community 
where all families can live together in 

safe, affordable, and sustainable housing; 
and all generations are able to thrive.

715 SW Bay St., Newport OR 97365
Phone: 541-574-8898

Sam House 
samfamshelter.org501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

Please donate
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* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501
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Indivisible Lincoln 
City (ILC) presents 
Hands Across the Sand 
Walkathon from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. on Sunday, 
July 5, following July 4th 
celebrations on the beach. 

This event celebrates 
the beauty of Lincoln 
City beaches and pro-
motes the protection 
of our ocean. The 
Walkathon will benefit 
UNESCO Cascade Head 
Biosphere Region. CHB 
Collaborative works on 
behalf of the marine eco-
system by engaging in 
outdoor environmental 

education, climate 
research, and community 
outreach.

Walkers will begin 
at various points from 
Roads End southward. 
Donors pledge a set 
amount based on walker’s 
starting point. The further 
they walk to get to the 
finish line at Taft, the 
higher the donation.

•WHAT: Indivisible 
Lincoln City Hands 
Across the Sand 
Walkathon

•WHEN: Sunday, July 
5th, 10 am – 12 pm

•WHERE: Finish line 

is at Taft Ocean Beach
Access from Taft 

Waterfront Park on SW 
51st or SW 50th

•WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND: Anyone who 
wants to cheer on walkers 
and supports the work of 
CHBR.

•WHAT TO BRING: 
Water for walkers or a 
bag and plastic gloves to 
pick up debris post-July 
4th beach celebrations.

If you want to be a 
Walker or pledge to 
donate, please write to 
indivisiblelcor@gmail.
com

Hands Across the Sand Walkathon

The addition of these 
passes is just one more 
way the Newport Public 
Library is helping com-
munity members discover 
new recreational oppor-
tunities and enjoy the 
outdoors this summer. 
The library extends its 
sincere appreciation to the 

State Library of Oregon 
and Oregon State Parks 
for making this program 
possible.

For more information 
about checking out an 
Oregon State Parks Day-
Use Parking Pass, placing 
a hold, or learning more 
about library services, 
visit www.newportli-
brary.org or contact the 
Newport Public Library at 
541-265-2153.

PARKS
From Page A1

who are pregnant and 
individuals with lung or 
heart disease are especially 
vulnerable.

To help residents pro-
tect their health and stay 
safe, the American Lung 
Association has released 
the following guidance:
•	 Stay Upwind: Try to 

stay upwind from fire-
work displays to help 

minimize your exposure 
to harmful particles. 
This applies to personal 
fireworks too, especially 
because the smoke stays 
closer to the ground.

•	 Stay Indoors: If it is 
smoky outside, stay 
indoors with the win-
dows closed and if you 
have air conditioning, 
use it on recirculate. 
This helps keep indoor 
air clean and reduces 
your exposure to outdoor 
pollution.

•	 Monitor Air Quality: 
Keep an eye on local 
air quality reports, 
especially during hol-
idays when fireworks 
are common. A 2015 
study found that air pol-
lution levels increased 
by an average of 42% 
on the Fourth of July.  
Websites and apps such 
as AirNow.gov provide 
real-time air quality 
information to help you 
make informed decisions 
about outdoor activities.

•	 Follow Your Action 
Plan: If you have 
asthma or COPD, follow 
your action plan if you 
experience symptoms. 
This may include using 
your inhaler or seeking 
medical attention if 
necessary.

•	 Keep an eye on 

symptoms. If you are 
experiencing wheezing, 
shortness of breath, diffi-
culty taking a full breath, 
chest heaviness, light-
headedness, dizziness, a 
persistent cough or expe-
rience difficult or painful 
breathing, contact your 
healthcare provider.

•	 Ask for help. The 
American Lung 
Association’s free 
Lung HelpLine at 
1-800-LUNGUSA is 
staffed by nurses and 
respiratory therapists 
who can answer any 
lung health questions, 
including how to protect 
you and your family 
from firework smoke.
More information about 

firework smoke and lung 
health can be found at 
Lung.org.

ADVISORY
From Page B1

Painted Lady Butterfly. (Courtesy photo from Lynn Ketchum)

In the Garden: How to keep butterflies in your garden longer

The 
Oregon Coast 
Woodturners, 
a nonprofit in 
South Beach, 
invites the com-
munity to a free 
open house from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
July 18, for the 
public to see 
what we do and 
to engage any-
one interested in 
wood turning on 
a lathe. 

The open 
house will 
be held at 
Hastings Coastal 
Woodworks, 
3333 SE Ferry 
Slip Road, in 
South Beach. 

For more 
information, con-
tact Bill Kopplin 
at wbkopplin@
gmail.com, 

Woodturners Open House
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150
MISC SERVICES

Audien Hearing. The 
world’s first hearing 
aid with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescrip-
tions. 45-day risk free 
trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy 
customers. Call Audi-
en 1-844-387-1163.

DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

FreedomCare. Let 
your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ 
Paid by Medicaid. 

Choose family or 
friends as your paid 
caregiver. Check your 
eligibility today! Call 
FreedomCare now! 
1-855-994-1589.

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For 
a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! 
Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is backed by 
a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call 
today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no ob-
ligation estimate. Get 
15% off your entire 
order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an addi-
tional 10% off. Limited 
time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and 
offer details.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a pow-
er move.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional 
installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-980-4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 
50 guided tours avail-
able. Affordable, social 
and stress-free travel 
designed for mature 
travelers. Our tours 
include accommoda-
tions, transportation, 
baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance 
fees, a professional 
Tour Director and se-
lect meals. For a limit-
ed time SAVE $250 on 
all tours. Call YMT to-
day. 1-866-335-3689.

500
EMPLOYMENT

PROCESS 
CONTROL 

ENGINEERING 
SPECIALIST

Georgia-Pacific To-
ledo LLC, Toledo, 
OR: Troubleshoot to 
evaluate root cause 
and address technical 
issues in Paper Ma-
chines with long-term 
solutions in mind. To 
apply, email resume 
to GPJobs@GAPAC.
com. Please include 
job number 189367 in 
the subject line.

610
4-WHEEL DRIVE

1993 TOYOTA 4 
RUNNER

3.0 V6 AT. Runs but 
needs work(Project). 
The following parts 
are newly done: Fuel 
Pump, Distributor, 
Heads, Throttle Po-
sition Sensor, Fuel 
Pressure Regulator, 
Timing Belt & Tension-
ers, Clutch Fan & Fan 
Blade. $4800.00. In 
Tillamook. 971-977-
9350

800
RENTALS

HOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT.
5 4 1 - 2 6 5 - 2 4 0 0 , 
M-F/10-4. Assur-
ance-realtor.com

902
HOMES FOR SALE

ADVANTAGE REAL 
ESTATE

Find all listed MLS 
property by All Offices 
on our Website! 541-
265-2200 Advantage-
RealEstate.com

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

LCL26-330 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR THE 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN
PROBATE DEPART-
MENT ESTATE OF JACK 
ARNOLD WILKINSON, 
DECEASED CASE No. 
26PB04009 NOTICE TO 
INTERESTED PERSONS 
Notice is given pursu-
ant to ORS 113.155 that 
John A. Wilkinson has 
been appointed person-
al representative of the 
above estate. All persons 
having claims against 

the estate are required 
to present them with-
in four (4) months after 
the date of publication 
of this Notice, or their 
claims may be barred. 
Claims are to be present-
ed at the address of the 
attorney for the personal 
representative, set forth 
below. All persons whose 
rights may be affected 
by this estate proceed-
ing may obtain addition-
al information from the 
records of the Circuit 
Court, the personal rep-
resentative, or Jeffrey C. 
Hollen, attorney for the 
personal representa-
tive. Date of publication: 
July 1, 2026. Jeffrey C. 
Hollen, OSB #761757 
Attorney for the Personal 
Representative 541-574-
1630 P. O. Box 1167 615 
SW Hurbert Street, Suite 
A Newport, OR 97365 
Personal Representative 
John A. Wilkinson 2442 
NE 57th Ct. Lincoln City, 
OR 97367 541-921-3924 
7/1/26

LCL26-332 NOTICE 
PURSUANT TO 
OREGON ORS 

517.180 TO REMOVE 
DORMANT MINERAL 
RIGHTS INTERESTS

1. The names of the hold-
ers of the mineral inter-
est, as shown of record: 
Lincoln County, a polit-
ical subdivision of the 
State of Oregon 2. The 
instrument creating the 
original severed mineral 
interest, now dormant, is 

deed recorded July 10, 
1962 in Book 226, page 
366 Lincoln County, Ore-
gon records. 3. The lands 
affected by the mineral 
interest: The North half 
of the Southeast quarter 
of the Southeast quarter 
of Section 22, Township 
7 South, Range 11 West, 
Willamette Meridian, in 
Lincoln County, Oregon. 
4. The person giving the 
notice: James Nordell, on 
behalf of Lincoln 44 LLC, 
property owner. 5. The 
date of first publication of 
the notice: July 01, 2026. 
A holder of the miner-
al interest, as described 
above, must submit a 
statement of claim to 
the Lincoln County Clerk 
within 60 days after the 
date of the last publica-
tion (July 15, 2026), or 
the mineral interest of 
the holder may be extin-
guished. 7/1/26 7/8/26 
7/15/26

LCL26-333 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE STATE 

OF OREGON FOR 
THE COUNTY OF 

LINCOLN PROBATE 
DEPARTMENT

ESTATE OF DAVID LYNN 
SMITH, DECEASED 
CASE No. 26PB02512 
NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS Notice is 
given pursuant to ORS 
113.155 that Glenn R. 
Smith has been appoint-
ed personal representa-
tive of the above estate. 
All persons having claims 

against the estate are 
required to present them 
within four (4) months 
after the date of pub-
lication of this Notice, 
or their claims may be 
barred. Claims are to be 
presented at the address 
of the attorney for the 
personal representative, 
set forth below. All per-
sons whose rights may 
be affected by this estate 
proceeding may obtain 
additional information 
from the records of the 
Circuit Court, the person-
al representative, or J.F. 
Ouderkirk, attorney for 
the personal representa-
tive. Date of publication: 
July 1, 2026. J.F.Oud-
erkirk, OSB # 752903 
Attorney for the Personal 
Representative 541-574-
1630 P. O. Box 1167 615 
SW Hurbert street, Suite 
A Newport, OR 97365 
Glenn R. Smith Personal 
Representative 541-574-
1630 P. O. Box 1167 615 
SW Hurbert Street, Suite 
A Newport, OR 97365 
7/1/26
LCL26-334 MILL FOUR 
DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

ANNUAL MEETING 
JULY 6, 2026 5:00PM

Timbers Restaruant 
181 S Main St, Toledo 
Election of officers, Tax 
assessment, other busi-
ness 7/1/26

LCL26-329 REQUEST 
FOR PROPOSALS 

The Devils Lake Water 
Improvement District 

Classifieds • 541-265-8571

Sell your household items.
Sell your vehicles. 
Sell or rent your homes.

Sell your business.
Sell your goods.
Sell your services.

150
MISC SERVICES

104
LANDSCAPING

602
BOATS & MOTORS

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

567 N Coast Hwy, Newport • 541-265-8785
Alex

Underhill

Doretta
Smith

Jack
Whaley

Connie
Whaley

Cheryl
Swan

Diana
Abbott

Sonja
Lovas

Mike
Burkhard

Vicki
Strauss

Steve
Lovas

Hidi
Cortes

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

Chantelle
Charpentier

Se habla español

We are hiring! Martek is growing 
our team along the Oregon 

Coast. Call us today!

See all MLS Listings & Previous Sales 
at: MartekRealEstate.com

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY SERVICE
Congratulations to Martek broker Chantelle 

Charpentier, recipient of the Lincoln County School 
District’s Tom Moore Memorial Award recognizing 

her outstanding volunteer service and dedication to 
students and families throughout Lincoln County.
THANK YOU LINCOLN COUNTY
We are honored to receive the Best of the 

Willamette Valley 2006 Silver Award. Thank 
you to our clients, friends, and community 

for your continued trust and support.

150
MISC SERVICES

800
RENTALS

Freddy Saxton
Broker Owner,  

e-PRO, CRS, GRI, C2EX

Barbara Le Pine 
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX

K. Scarlett Kier
Broker, CRS, 
GRI, C2EX

Randy Olsen
Broker

Elise Jordan
Broker

Marilyn Grove
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX, ABR

Bonnie Saxton
Broker Owner, 
CRB, CRS, GRI

Joan Davies
Broker

Wendy Becker
Broker, ABR

Shelly Heim
Broker

Jessica 
Hawkes
Broker

Arjen Sundman
Broker

Tim Myrick
Broker, GRI 

541-265-2200
205 E. Olive Street

Newport, OR  97365

Levi Grove, 
Broker

LISTINGS & SALES are on our website! www.AdvantageRealEstate.com

Craftsman Townhouse “Shore Leave” in heart of historic Nye Beach 
delivers on its name. Just 1 block to village & 2 blocks to sand. Warm bamboo 
floors & rich pine ceilings set the tone w/an array of skylights. Both BD’s are 
generous, offering full-time comfort or hosting guests. No HOA, STR eligible.
26-1754 / Newport .................................................... $520,000

Gorgeous Ocean View Condo. Spacious 1BD/2BA condo is located near 
pool w/front row placement for the best views. Recently updated w/new 
flooring, granite counters & SS appliances. The Inn at Otter Crest is a 35 
acre oceanfront resort w/amenities & an on-site rental program.
26-1711 / Otter Rock .................................................. $279,000

Sweeping Bayfront views from covered-balcony condo located on east 
end of boardwalk. This Second-floor 1BD/2BA unit is furnished, & currently 
in profitable rental pool. HOA fee includes utilities & exterior maintenance. 
Many included amenities.
26-1117 / Newport .................................................... $370,000

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

Spacious MFD home offers rare blend of move-in-ready updated 
comfort & a stunning natural backdrop on private half-acre wooded lot, 
w/upgraded back deck overlooking protected wetland. Features 3BD w/
walk-in closets, new SS appliances & carpeting, laundry rm, tool shed, & 
negotiable furnishings.
26-1379 / South Beach ............................................... $429,000

PRICE REDUCED

Spacious 4BD home situated on large private lot, just 11mi. S of 
Newport & 7mi. N of Waldport. This flat 0.34 acre lot is in a quiet & private 
wooded residential neighborhood w/nearby beach access & amenities. 
A lot of home for the money! Solid bones, and roof was replaced just a 
few years ago.
26-1219 / Seal Rock ................................................... $369,000

PRICE REDUCED

12803 NW HUCKLEBERRY LANE, SEAL ROCK
Ocean Views, Spectacular Sunsets, mature landscaping, plus easy access to 
beach . Unique kitchen w/gas cooktop &  electric oven. Wood fireplace has a gas 
starter. Heated garage & additional updates.
26-1668 / Seal Rock ............................................. $519,000

OPEN HOUSE
SUN., JULY 5TH • 1 – 4 PM

Henry Weiss
Broker

Carlos Garcia 
Landscaping Service

Free Estimates
Please call/text Carlos,

541-272-4918

We offer high 
quality services all 
year round, major 

yard cleanup, edge 
trimming, lawn 

mowing, blackberry 
removal/cleanup, 

bark dust installation, 
clean gutters, lay 

up new soil, mulch, 
gravel, clean up

PACIFIC CITY JOINT 
WATER-SANITARY 

AUTHORITY
OPEN POSITION 

ANNOUNCEMENT

WATER/WASTEWATER 
OPERATOR-IN-TRAINING
PCJWSA currently has a job opening for 
the position of Operator-in-Training. The 
successful applicant will become part of 
a team providing water and wastewater 

services to residents of Pacific City/Woods, 
Oregon.  

This is a full-time, hourly position with a 
monthly salary range of $3,890 - $5,188 

DOE plus excellent benefits.  Application 
forms and additional information about 

benefits, job duties, and minimum 
qualifications for this position are available 

online at www.pcjwsa.com.

Send completed application and resume to 
PCJWSA, PO Box 520, Pacific City, OR 97135 

or email to  rdeloe@pcjwsa.com. 
 Position open until filled.  

PCJWSA is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

500
EMPLOYMENT

500
EMPLOYMENT

3 BDR/2 BA
Home for Rent

Centrally located 
in Lincoln City 
w/Oceanview

$2000 mo, deposit 
& references 

required. No pets, 
no smoking.

Available July 26
503-338-9689 H2

85
99

Boat 
for Sale

1988 C-Dory 
Angler, 22 ft. 

E-TEC 90 hp & 
Nissan 15 hp, 
Garmin radar,  

VHF & CB, Compass

$29,700
jerzil@hotmail.com
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(District) is proposing to 
dredge up to 2,000 cubic 
yards of accumulated 
sediment from the lower 
(west) end of Devils Lake 
in Lincoln City, Oregon 
to improve natural ows 
through the area, main-
tain ood control and 
debris accumulation, 
and restore safe navi-
gation and recreational 
uses to the west (lower) 
end of the lake adjacent 
to Hostetler Park. The 
proposed dredge prism 
measures approximately 
1.08 acre (47,200 square 
feet) in total area, with 
accumulated sediment 
depths ranging from 0.5 
to 2 feet. The proposed 
leave surface (i.e., verti-
cal limit of dredging) is 
approximately 10.8 feet. 
The full Request for Pro-
posal may be obtained 
from, and questions 
posed to: Boone Marker, 
District Manager Devils 
Lake Water Improvement 
District 4006 NE West 
Devils Lake Rd. Lincoln 
City, OR 97367 Tele-
phone: (541) 994-5330 
Email: lake.manager@
DLWID.org Proposals will 
be received by the Dis-
trict until closing at 5:00 
p.m., on July 6, 2026. 
Responses received 
after this time will be 

rejected as non-respon-
sive. Proposers shall 
submit proposals in a 
sealed opaque envelope, 
plainly marked “Proposal 
for Dredging Services” 
Attention: Boone Mark-
er, at the above address. 
Faxed and emailed pro-
posals will be rejected as 
non-responsive. 6/24/26 
7/1/26

LCL26-327 SELF-
STORAGE PUBLIC 

SALE
On Tuesday 7/14/26 
ending 12:05pm auc-
tion will be held online 
at StorageTreasures.
com by Safe & Sound 
Storage 833 NE 3rd St 
Newport OR 97365 for 
unit A6-Cooper Smith 
6/24/26 7/1/26

LCL26-297 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR THE 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN
Case No. 26CV08261 
GEORGE CADENA, 
Plaintiff, v. KATHRYN 
ASMUS; DENISON 
SURVEYING, INC., an 
Oregon corporation dis-
solved August 24, 2015; 
WAUNETA F. KNAPP, 
also known as JUANI-
TA KNAPP, also known 
as JUANITA CORDOVA, 

deceased; THE HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF 
WAUNETA F. KNAPP, 
also known as JUANI-
TA KNAPP, also known 
as JUANITA CORDO-
VA, deceased; and ALL 
OTHER PERSONS OR 
PARTIES UNKNOWN 
CLAIMING ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN, OR 
INTEREST IN THE REAL 
PROPERTY DESCRIBED 
HEREIN, Defendants. 
SUMMONS BY PUBLI-
CATION TO THE DEFEN-
DANTS: • Wauneta F. 
Knapp, also known as 
Juanita Knapp and Juan-
ita Cordova, if living or 
deceased; • The heirs 
and devisees of Waune-
ta F. Knapp, also known 
as Juanita Knapp and 
Juanita Cordova; and 
• All other persons or 
parties unknown claim-
ing any right, title, estate, 
lien, or interest in the 
real property described 
herein. YOU ARE HERE-
BY REQUIRED to appear 
and defend the Com-
plaint filed against you in 
the above-entitled action 
within 30 days from the 
date of first publication 
of this Summons, and in 
the event you fail to do 
so, Plaintiff will apply to 
the Court for the relief 
demanded in the Com-

plaint. This action con-
cerns title to real prop-
erty located in Lincoln 
County, Oregon, com-
monly referred to as the 
Knapp Parcel, identified 
as Map & Tax Lot 11-11-
32-D0-01400-00, Asses-
sor Account R456548. 
The object of the Com-
plaint is to quiet title in 
the subject property and 
determine all adverse 
claims, interests, liens, 
or estates therein. 
NOTICE TO DEFEN-
DANT: READ THESE 
PAPERS CAREFULLY. 
You must “appear” in this 
case or the other side 
will win automatically. To 
“appear,” you must file 
with the Court a legal 
paper called a “motion” 
or “answer.” The 
“motion” or “answer” 
must be given to the 
Court Clerk or Admin-
istrator within 30 days 
along with the required 
filing fee. It must also 
be served on Plaintiff at 
the address designat-
ed below. DATED this 
10 day of June, 2026. 
George Cadena Plaintiff, 
Pro Se 408 NW 8th St 
#A Newport, OR 97365 
6/10/26 6/17/26 6/24/26 
7/1/26

enjoy an evening celebrat-
ing the nation’s history, 
independence, and com-
munity spirit.

The fireworks display, 
launched over Yaquina 
Bay, has become a cher-
ished Newport tradition 
and draws spectators from 
throughout Oregon each 
year.

In Lincoln City, the 
annual Fourth of July 
fireworks display at Siletz 
Bay on the Taft Beach 
has been moved to Devils 
Lake in Lincoln City. 

Along with the fire-
works show, there will be 
a pet parade, a pie eating 
contest, live music, and 
food vendors around the 
city.

From 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Vets, Pets, & Pie! 
will open the Lincoln 
City celebration. Enter 
your best pie for judging, 
join the pie eating contest 
and walk your pet in the 
pet parade. Best pies and 
pets will receive a prize. 
Veterans receive free 
entry to the Community 
Center all day, and a 
special gift from Lincoln 
City Parks & Recreation. 

The Community Center is 
located at 2150 NE Oar 
Place.

The Taft District will 
be the location for Stars, 
Stripes, and Wildlife 
designed to offer music, 
local flavors, and fam-
ily fun celebrating the 
wildlife, ecosystems, and 
natural beauty of Siletz 
Bay. Festivities start at 12 
p.m. with live music, a 
food truck, a beer garden, 
fun giveaways, and local 
partners on hand to share 
knowledge about Siletz 
Bay wildlife and the natu-
ral surroundings of the bay 
and ocean. Events will be 
taking place on SW 51st 
turn around area in Taft.

Parking for the Stars, 
Stripes and Wildlife will 
be in the public parking 
areas throughout Lincoln 
City’s Taft District. Event 
parking at Taft High 
School will be open at 11 
am. A shuttle service will 
make rounds from Taft 
High School to the event 
site until 6 pm.

The fireworks launch 
site will be near Lincoln 
City’s Regatta Park on 
Devis Lake. Parking is 
very limited at the park, 
which will be closed off to 
vehicles at 6 pm. A shuttle 
service will be provided to 

Regatta Park, with parking 
available at the Lincoln 
City Community Center. 
The shuttle service will be 
running from 7 p.m. until 
1 a.m.
AREA INDEPENDENCE 

DAY EVENTS
JULY 3

9:30 p.m. Devils 
Lake Neighborhood 

Association Celebration 
JULY 4

8 a.m. – 10:30 
a.m. Gleneden Beach 
Community Hall Pancake 
Breakfast

1 p.m. Gleneden Beach 
Parade

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Vets, 
Pets and Pie Lincoln City 
Community Center

12 p.m. – 5 p.m. Stars, 
Stripes and Wildlife 
Celebration in Taft

4 p.m. – 5 p.m. Devils 
Lake Boat Parade

Dusk Lincoln City 
Fireworks at Devils Lake

4 p.m. Newport Middle 
School Concert

10 p.m. Newport 
Fireworks at Yaquina Bay

10 p.m. Waldport 
Fireworks at Alsea Bay 

11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Fourth 
of July Celebration 
Toledo 

11 a.m. La de aa 
Parade Yachats

1 p.m. – 8 p.m. Yachats 
Community Celebration 

Sundown Yachats River 
Fireworks

This is a view of the 2017 Lincoln City fireworks display over Siletz Bay. The 2026 Lincoln City 
fireworks display will be conducted over Devils Lake. (Courtesy photo rom Cody Cha)

FIREWORKS
From Page B1

•	 U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service properties

•	 Oregon state beaches, 
parks, and campgrounds

•	 Private lands pro-
tected by the Oregon 
Department of Forestry
To help reduce the risk 

of fire and injury, fire offi-
cials urge Oregonians to 
follow the four Bs of safe 

fireworks use:
•	 Be prepared: Have a 

bucket of water or a 
hose nearby.

•	 Be safe: Keep children 
and pets at a safe dis-
tance. Never use fire-
works near dry grass 
or other flammable 
materials.

•	 Be responsible: Do 
not relight duds. Soak 
used fireworks in water 
before disposal.

•	 Be aware: Use only 

legal fireworks and only 
where they are allowed.
Illegal fireworks and 

consequences
Oregon law prohibits 

the possession, use, or 
sale of any fireworks that 
fly into the air, explode, 
or travel more than 12 feet 
horizontally on the ground 
without a permit from 
the state fire marshal. 
This includes items such 
as bottle rockets, Roman 
candles, and firecrackers.

Violations are a Class 
B misdemeanor, with a 
maximum fine of $2,500. 
Those who misuse fire-
works or are found to be 
responsible for them caus-
ing damage may be held 
financially responsible for 
fire suppression and other 
costs. Parents can also be 
held liable for damage 
caused by their children.

Learn more
The Oregon State Fire 

Marshal offers resources 

on fireworks laws, retail 
sale permits, and safety 
tips on its fireworks 
webpage.

For a safe celebration 
this Fourth of July, know 
the law, check local 
restrictions, and always 
keep it legal and safe.

ABOUT THE 
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE STATE FIRE 

MARSHAL
Since 1917, the Oregon 

State Fire Marshal has 

been dedicated to pro-
tecting people, property, 
and the environment from 
fire and hazardous mate-
rials. The agency works 
with local fire agencies, 
communities, and other 
partners to strengthen fire 
prevention, preparedness, 
and response statewide. 
Please note: the Oregon 
State Fire Marshal is 
no longer an office after 
becoming an independent 
state agency in 2023.

SAFETY
From Page B1
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WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader

Newport High School’s 
track is undergoing major 
renovations, a big finish-
ing touch for the field, 
which has seen signifi-
cant changes in the past 
couple of years. 

The project was made 
possible by the school 
district’s bond that voters 
renewed in May. Lincoln 
County School District 
(LCSD) Facilities and 
Maintenance Director 
Rich Belloni gave some 
details on how the funds 
for the project were 
secured. 

“Early in the planning 
process for the district’s 
2025 bond renewal, 
LCSD hired BRIC 
Architecture to complete 
a Long-Range Facilities 
Plan. That assessment 
identified the tracks 
at both Taft 7-12 and 
Newport High School as 
Tier 1 capital improve-
ment needs,” Belloni 
said. “As a result, both 
projects were included 
in the voter-approved 
replacement bond passed 
in May 2025.”

The track at Taft 7-12 
was approximately 15 
years old and due for an 
overlay. Beynon Sports 
of Tualatin completed 
the project at a cost of 
approximately $250,000. 
For Newport High 
School, the need was 
even greater. 

The Newport High 
School track was 

approximately 30 years 
old and required a full 
replacement. 

“The existing track sur-
face was removed down 
to the asphalt base, and 
installation of the new 
track is being completed 
this week,” Belloni said. 
“The project cost is 
approximately $450,000, 
with Beynon Sports serv-
ing as the contractor.”

Though both proj-
ects experienced minor 
weather-related delays 
due to rain, construction 
has otherwise progressed 
as planned.

Newport High School 

Athletic Director Shelley 
Moore gave some insight 
as to why the new track 
was such a high priority. 
The track replacement 
is really part of a larger 
body of work that’s been 
underway on a myriad of 
other facilities. 

“In the last three 
years we’ve had new 
grandstands and new 
turf, a new scoreboard 
and new track upgrades 
that they’ve done just 
in general. So, we have 
this beautiful facility, 
except for this eyesore 
of a track,” Moore said. 
“It’s kind of full circle 

by having a new track 
along with the brand new 
turf because it will match 
now. The track will be 
navy blue, and it will 
match the blue in our 
turf, and the navy blue 
in our new grandstand. 
So, the whole thing, we 
will have a brand new 
state-of-the-art facility 
top to bottom now after 
three years by adding the 
track.”

Prior to the replace-
ment, some of the lines 
were wearing out, and 
there were significant 
wear spots at various 
locations on the track, 

including holes in both 
lanes one and two. 
Moore said there was 
also significant wear and 
tear in the high jump 
area. 

In addition to the 
work made possible by 
the bond, the Newport 
High School Booster 
Club is also supporting 
the project by assisting 
with the different colors 
on the track for the relay 
exchange zone. 

In the course of all 
the work, one of the 
highlights was when the 
grandstands were added 
to the field three years 

ago. 
“We were without 

grandstands for a year 
and a half. We had two 
football teams, five soc-
cer teams, and to try and 
run games without any 
bleachers was something 
else. It was really hard, 
but we made the best of 
it, and people pulled out 
their lawn chairs and sat 
on the track, and so that 
was extra special; we 
were really thankful for 
all the partnerships that 
helped make that hap-
pen,” Moore said. 

With so many changes 
happening at the school, 
there’s been a need for 
students and staff to be 
flexible, and luckily, this 
summer provided time to 
cap the project while stu-
dents are out of the class-
room. One thing Moore 
has been so impressed 
with throughout all the 
renovations is the adapt-
ability of the athletes and 
coaches. 

“My coaches, I’m 
really proud of them, 
because, literally, off and 
on for three years we’ve 
had something closed. 
Like we just got done 
with the gyms being 
closed because we had 
new bleachers put in both 
gyms, also because of the 
bond,” Moore said. “It’s 
fun to see the students all 
excited about it.” 

With much of the work 
finally getting wrapped 
up, it will be nice for the 
Cubs to reap the benefits 
of years of hard work.

Work will soon be done on the track at Newport High School, replacing the track which has been 
there for 30 years. (Courtesy photo from Newport High School Facebook)

Newport High School’s new track coming soon

WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader

In the final weeks of the 
school year, students from all 
over Lincoln County came 
together to participate in an 
event that celebrates inclu-
sion, physical activity, and 
community. 

Young Athletes Day is an 
annual Special Education 
event held in partnership with 
Special Olympics, and this 
year, more than 70 students 
from the Student Learning 
Center (SLC) and Resource 
classrooms in grades K-8 from 
all Lincoln County Schools 
traveled to Newport High 
School on May 29. 

Ollie Richardson is an 
Adaptive Physical Education 
Specialist at Newport High 
School, and this was the third 
year the event has taken place. 

“We have a strong partner-
ship with Special Olympics to 
provide lots of the equipment 
needed so we can run all 12-13 
activities during the event,” 
Richardson said. “In addition, 
they provide pizza, fruit, and 
snacks for all participants and 
staff.”

The turf football field at 
Newport was the venue, and 
students had a chance to rotate 
through a variety of stations 
and activities with the aid of 

40 Newport High student lead-
ership volunteers.

“Everyone did an excellent 
job,” Richardson said.

Young Athletes Day is spe-
cial because for many of the 
participants, it’s one of the first 
times they get to get out of the 
classroom with their peers and 
reconnect or introduce them-
selves to students and faculty 
from around the county.  

“This is always a favorite 
activity for students, and for 
many it is their first time going 
on a field trip with their class. 
Many students get to reconnect 
with past teachers and friends 
while interacting in a positive 
and supportive environment,” 
Richardson said. “Lots of high 
fives and fist bumps are had 
by all.”

One of the highlights for 
Richardson at the event is 
seeing the social interactions 
between the students. While 
there’s plenty of running, 
jumping, and playing, it’s the 
relationships that get built 
that are special. Over the 
course of the two-hour event, 
Richardson said there were 
plenty of instances of students 
helping each other, being kind, 
and showing compassion for 
others.  

“Being able to witness this 
life-changing event brings joy 
to all,” Richardson said.

Photos from this year’s Young Athletes Day. Kids were out getting active at the Newport High School turf! (Courtesy photos from LCSD)

Young Athletes Day brings students from the county together
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