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Office on the various discovery rules, punish the violations here, and compensate 

Plaintiffs for their extra work.”3  

C. In 2017, in Gilligan v. State of Washington, Snohomish County Superior 

Court Judge Michael T. Downes imposed discovery sanctions totaling $137,281.01 against 

Defendant DSHS (represented by Defendant AG’s Office) for withholding documents.  

The judge also appointed a Special Discovery Master to determine what was going on.4   

D. In 2023, in Tobin v. State of Washington, King County Superior Court Judge 

Michael Ryan imposed discovery sanctions against Defendant AG’s Office (jointly with 

DSHS) totaling $322,550.00 for withholding over 11,000 documents from a 

developmentally disabled woman who filed a claim against the State of Washington.   

18. In 2023, Judge Ryan expressed his shock at the State’s failures to promptly provide 

responsive documents: “the Court is at a complete loss to understand how a large State agency, 

and the largest law firm in the State, could be so cavalier with respect to their discovery 

obligations and how such a large amount of responsive material could be overlooked and simply 

ignored for six months.”5    

19. These Court orders, from a variety of judges throughout the State of Washington, 

provide context.  Now, it is happening again. 

20. The Defendant AG’s Office’s actions in this case follow a pattern where the 

Defendant AG’s Office cavalierly ignores its obligations to provide responsive documents.  Put 

simply, the Defendant AG’s Office refuses to be transparent.  

II. PARTIES 

21. Plaintiff Le’taxione, NFN6, is a resident of Spokane County, Washington. 

22. Defendant Office of the Attorney General (“Defendant AG’s Office”) is the 

primary legal representative for the citizens of the State of Washington and was, at all times 

 
3 Attorneys for the landslide victims referred to it as a “shocking cover-up to hide evidence that showed the experts 
changed their opinions to protect the state’s interest.”   
4 Despite more than $100,000.00 in sanctions, the Office of the Attorney General continued to engage in discovery 
abuses, which necessitated the appointment of a Special Discovery Master and an additional $20,000.00 in sanctions.   
5 It was found later that an additional 100,000 documents had been withheld by the Office of the Attorney General in 
that case.   
6 NFN stands for: “No first name.” 
















