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Special inSert

National religious group delivers MISD 
ultimatum on students refusing to cut hair

‘Stop bullying boyS for their faith’
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – National 
religious group Becket, 
whose slogan is “Religious 
Freedom for All,” sent a 
letter to Mathis ISD trust-
ees and Superintendent 
Benny Hernandez along 
with an press release 

titled “Becket to Texas 
school: Stop bullying boys 
for their faith.”

Becket sent the letter 
to the school district on 
Monday referring to the 
litigation from Pedro and 
Belen Gonzales against 
MISD on behalf of their 
two children, Cesar 

and Diego, who are not 
being allowed to partici-
pate in any University 
Interscholastic League 
(UIL) interschool com-
petition including sports 
and clubs. The reason is 
that they refuse to cut 
a long strand of braided 
hair each possesses.

When Cesar was an 
infant, he contracted a 

hook, line and clinker
Attempted sneak 
in of contraband 

leads to arrest 
By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

SINToN – During a 
routine perimeter check 
at the San Patricio 
County Jail, investiga-
tor Austin Tucker caught 
Michael Bentancur, 35, 
of Mathis attempting to 
sneak in contraband on 
July 14.

Bentancur was tossing 
a plastic bottle over the 
fence toward the recre-
ational area wall. 

The wall is located 
on the north side of the 
building with the fence 
being 14 to 16 feet tall. 

Sheriff oscar Rivera 
stated that even though 
the wall is covered, 
inmates will try to fish 
for the contraband tossed 
towards the fence.

“There’s a concrete wall 
there, and there’s a sheet 
metal (that goes) up to 
the top. But they’ll climb 
the fence all the way to 
the top, and they’ll try to 
fish whatever they can,” 
Rivera said.

“And they may not get 
it, but that’s why that 
bottle has string on it so 
they have an easy way to 
attach to it and lift it up.”

According to Rivera, 
Individuals attempting 
to sneak in contraband 

over the fence often drive 
to the side of the road and 
toss it over. 

In a Facebook post, 
he noted, “We routinely 
conduct perimeter checks 
outside the jail complex 
to ensure safety and 
security.”

“Checking the perime-
ter is like playing a game 
of cat and mouse,” the 
sheriff said.

In just this week alone, 
there have already been 
three attempts made to 
toss contraband over the 
fence, Rivera added.

He said that the facility 
plans to modify the recre-
ational area. 

The bottle Bencatur 
threw over the fence con-
tained marijuana and 
synthetic drug products. 
He has since been arrest-
ed and is now charged 
with a felony. 

SA author promotes new book, provides lifesaving tips
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

PoRTLAND – San 
Antonio native Conrad 
Gonzales served 18 years 
with San Antonio EMS, 
22 years with the SA 
Fire Department and 
four years with AirLIFE 
before eventually retiring 
and working with non-
profit organizations. 

So there’s no doubt he’s 
seen a lot of things while 
on the job and has a mas-
sive number of stories 
from all those years.

This past Sunday, 
Conrad visited Books Ink 
bookstore in Portland 
because, well, he wrote 
those stories all down and 
now has a book out.

“You know, I would tell 
my wife, Alma, stories 
of calls that I responded 
to in EMS and when I 

was a flight paramedic 
with AirLIFE there in 
San Antonio,” Conrad 
recalled. “And she just 
told me, ‘Why don’t you 
just write a book? Just 
write a book about all 
these stories. You got 
some great stories.’

“And I just said, ‘oK,’ 
and started writing.”

Conrad said his wife 
mentioned he should 
write them in first person 
so that the reader would 
feel like they were riding 
along with him – flashing 
lights, blaring sirens and 
all.

His book, “10-96 (We’re 
on the way),” contains 40 
true stories from Conrad’s 
life, some funny and some 
tragic, and deals with 
things like accidents, 
fires and preventing two 
suicides – one while with 
EMS and the other while 
retired.

Books Ink, in the 
Crescent Center shop-
ping plaza in Portland, 
has copies as well as his 

album of safety songs (see 
sidebar).

The book took three 
years to write, partly 
because of an incident 
which took place one day 
while Conrad was head-
ing to lunch.

“I remember coming to 
the traffic light, and then 
to my right, I saw a lady 
in the middle of the street 
on the phone,” he remem-
bered. “I’m thinking what 
is she doing in the middle 
of the street? So I pulled 
up a little bit, and there 
was a lady that got hit by 
a car.

“I mean, it probably 
happened about a minute 
or two before I got there. 

“So I put it in park and 
put my flashers on, and I 
went over there.”

Alma jokingly described 
the incident as if Conrad 
rushed to the scene, 
ripped open his shirt like 
Superman, but instead of 
the “S” symbol, the word 
paramedic was blazoned 
across his chest.

“And I was holding her 
head and asking, ‘Ma’am, 
are you oK?,’” he said. 

“She’s crying because 
she’s going to be late for 
work so I said don’t worry 

about work.
“And I can feel the 

(See Author, 11A)

Bentancur
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While it took San Antonio native Conrad Gonzales three years to write his debut collection of 40 
short stories, he feels it was well worth it if it saves lives. His book, “10-96 (We’re on the way)” not 
only contains true tales of his time working for EMS and the fire department, it also contains life-
saving tips and what to do in emergencies.

From left, Cesar and Diego 
Gonzales show their braided, 

uncut hair that is keeping 
them from participating in 

afterschool activities. 
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(See Faith, 3A)

Contributed information
ANNAVILLE – Last Thursday 

at 9 a.m., the temperature was 
already in the mid-90s range 
when a Howl on Wheels transport 
van pulled into a Family Dollar 
parking lot where foster families 
waited in their air-conditioned 
vehicles.

Dogs from Mathis and Sinton 
waited in the cool air for what 
would be the next chapter in their 

lives, which, if it wasn’t for those 
women fosters in those vans, 
would never have happened.

Dea Brite from Mathis and 
Ursula Harvey from Sinton are 
fosters to more than 70 dogs 
between them at any given time 
and were there to meet the trans-
port which spent three days on 
the road to get to Texas. A few 
weeks prior they were on the 
road driving to Alabama to meet 

another transport in a donated 
van just to keep cost down.

Transporters
Transports for animals costs 

upwards of $175 per crate, and 
when you’re dealing with packed 
county shelters that can only hold 
a dog a few days before euthaniz-
ing them, there’s always plenty of 
dogs ready to go.

The RescueRs

Two county fosters come together 
to save lives of sheltered dogs

(See Fosters, 11A)
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Ursula Harvey from Sinton (left) and Dea Brite from Mathis foster more than 70 dogs between them and use social networking 
sites to get the dogs transported to rescues all over the U.S. While they try their best to save as many dogs as possible, they’re 
constantly looking for more foster families.
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