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RaRe Bloom Karnes City 
aviation class 
takes to air 
Contributed information

NEW BRAUNFELS – Monday and Tuesday, 
May 19 and 20, Karnes City High School 
Aviation class students got an opportunity to 
fly for lessons from the New Braunfels Airport. 

Flight lessons for the day were provided by 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association’s Gold 
Seal certified flight instructor, Pat Brown.

Brown has received numerous awards for his 
flight instruction and was most recently the 
Southwest’s Flight Instructor of the Year. He 
conducts flight safety classes nationally and 
was the co-developer of a Rusty Pilot group to 
encourage past aviators to continue to maintain 
their certifications 

Students were provided the opportunity to 
put their 2018-2019 aviation class knowledge 
to the test during the two days.

Students were engaged in reviewing com-
plete exterior and interior checklists prior to 
flying. Each student was provided the opportu-
nity to make and receive calls to both ground 
and tower controllers prior to takeoff. This les-
son consisted of students, under the instruction 
of Brown in the cockpit, taking off and flying a 
close standard left pattern around the airport. 

Students were also required to provide the Bruce Harper photo

The snake plant, or Mother-in-Law’s Tongue as it is commonly known, rarely shows its flowers, but this large specimen was in full 
bloom last week in the Karnes County area with a cascade of lily-like white blossoms. (See Karnes, 3A)

Canadian song, dance troupe visits Panna Maria
Polish history comes alive for northern visitors

By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

PANNA MARIA – The 20 young adult 
members of the Mazovia Polish Song and 
Dance Association from Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada, made a day trip to Panna Maria 
Thursday, June 6, to visit the Polish 
Heritage Center.

The group was in South Texas to per-
form at the Texas Folklife Festival in San 
Antonio.

“We were so excited to be accepted 
to come to San Antonio for the Folklife 
Festival,” said Majka Kowalczyk, the 
artistic director for the group. 

“We have only been in existence for five 
years and we try and make a trip with 
the group every year. We’ve been back to 
Poland, to Seattle and to San Francisco.”

The song and dance group performed 
at the San Antonio Polish Center on 
Thursday afternoon and were at the 
Folklife Festival performing throughout 
the day on Friday, June 7. The 48th 
annual festival concluded Sunday, June 9.

The younger aged performers in the 
group stayed in San Antonio on Thursday, 
but the older performers took the char-
tered bus ride to Panna Maria to visit the 
Polish Heritage Center, the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Catholic Church, the museum, the visi-
tors’ center, and even see some real long-
horn cattle at Randy Pawelek’s ranch.

They were greeted at the Polish Heritage 
Center at Panna Maria by Betty Kowalik, 

Bruce Harper photo

Some of the dancers reach for information pamphlets for the Polish Heritage Center in Panna Maria during their visit from Calgary, Canada. The 
group was in San Antonio to perform at the Texas Folklife Festival and made a trip to Panna Maria.(See Canadians, 3A)

Fruit Salad Shoot scores 
big bucks, tons of salad
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES COUNTY –The fourth 
annual Fruit Salad Shoot was held 
Saturday, June 8, at a ranch venue 
approximately eight miles south of 
Runge off State Highway 81.

The multitude of shooters weren’t 
looking to poke holes in paper targets, 
but were looking to punch a few holes 
in watermelons, oranges, lemons and 
tiny cherry tomatoes, depending on how 
good a shot the assorted riflemen and 
rifle-women were that day.

The shoot is a fundraiser that origi-
nated as a by invitation only event, and 
has grown every year of its existence.

“We have a large group of friends and 
supporters who come out each year, 

but we can always use one or two more 
shooters,” said Jeff Sellers, one of the 
event’s organizers.

Entry fees and funds raised at an 
auction the night before at a banquet 
held at the ranch on Friday provide the 
funds.

“Thanks to our auction last night, 
we can say that our little function has 
raised more than $250,000 over the four 
years,” Sellers said.

The auction included hunting trips, 
custom knives and many other items 
in the outdoor and shooting areas of 
interest.

Karnes County Commissioner Sean 
O’Brien was one of the participants and 

(See Fruit, 3A)
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Karnes County Commissioner Sean O’Brien is on the firing line ready to go at the Fruit Salad Shoot 
Saturday morning and afternoon at a ranch south of Runge. The event has raised over $250,000 in 
its four years of existence for children’s hospitals in the area.


