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Former Mathis 
PD employee 
speaks out 
against chief

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – At last 
week’s Mathis City 
Council meeting, Isabel 
Rivera, a former Mathis 
Police Department 
employee, was the first to 
stand and speak during 
the public forum, accom-
panied by numerous sup-
porters.

She resigned in October 
due to issues with the 
Mathis PD chief of police, 
Pete Saenz, and came 
forward to let the city 
council know about her 
grievances. 

“I enjoyed my employ-
ment throughout my 
years before the city of 
Mathis and the Mathis 
Police Department shat-

tered my heart as this 
was my second home for 
eight years plus,” Rivera 
said. “During my years 
with the Mathis Police 
Department, things had 
gotten out of hand with 
Chief Saenz. He was con-
stantly yelling and curs-
ing. I would hear him 
cursing with conversions 
with the captain of the 
police department and 
many other employees.”

She continued by say-
ing that during May it 
was difficult just for her 
to go to work because 
of the growing tension 
between the two. She 
said that the chief would 
have other people com-
municate with her and 

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND – During 
this time of the year many 
families are looking for 
ways to feed their fami-
lies. The Salvation Army 
in Portland is one of the 
places in San Patricio 
County where they can 
turn to for help.

Now it seems like The 
Salvation Army is getting 
some much needed help 

as well.

Last Friday, voestal-
pine Texas, LLC, helped 
out the Coastal Bend 
Food Bank by making a 
$10,000 donation to the 
Salvation Army Food 
Bank in Portland.

“Voestalpine Texas is 
grateful to partner with 
the Coastal Bend Food 
Bank,” Chief Executive 
Officer Stefan Einfalt 
said. “Our company and 

employees are proud to 
be part of this community 
and pleased to support 
the community in which 
we live and work.”

The Coastal Bend Food 
Bank (CBFB) is a non-
profit organization that 
solicits and distributes 
food which might other-
wise go to waste or be dis-
carded by manufacturers, 
wholesalers and retailers.

By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – In a packed court-
room last week, friends, col-
leagues, family and loved ones 
gathered to celebrate San Patricio 
County Judge Terry Simpson’s 
upcoming retirement.

County employees filled the 
courtroom with mementos, pho-
tographs, newspaper articles and 
a remembrance tree, which held 
well wishes for the judge. 

An oak tree was planted in 
honor of Judge Simpson in front 

of the courthouse. The tree was 
chosen for its symbolism: wisdom, 
honor, strength and nobility.

Attendees were encouraged to 
stand up and say a few words 
about Simpson.

John La Rue, Corpus Christi 
Port Authority executive direc-
tor, said he’s known the judge for 
many years.

“He really helped the port 
grow,” La Rue said. “You really 
helped this whole region get a lot 
better.”

Mike Carrell, chairman of the 
Port of Corpus Christi, echoed La 
Rue’s words.

“You were always at the table, 
helping us every step of the way,” 

San Patricio County wins 
OxyChem tax dispute
By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – A final deci-
sion was reached last 
week regarding an ongo-
ing property tax dispute 
between San Patricio and 
Nueces counties regard-
ing a boundary issue 
on Occidental Chemical 
Corporation’s use of piers

The Texas Supreme 
Court decided not to 
rehear the case, after 
a motion from Nueces 
County was filed in 
October, thus effectively 
ending the splitting of 
millions of dollars in tax 
revenue between San 
Patricio and Nueces coun-
ties from OxyChem.

Back in October, Texas’ 
highest court ruled that 
Occidental Chemical 
Corporation would no 
longer pay double tax on 
piers in Corpus Christi 
Bay because it found 
that San Patricio County 
had jurisdiction to tax 
the structures and not 
Nueces.

The court’s opinion out-
lines the dispute between 
the counties over their 
shoreline boundaries. 
According to the opinion 
written in October, “(The 
law) supports treating 
docks, piers and simi-
lar permanent facilities 
that are connected to the 
mainland of San Patricio 
County as part of that 
county. The taxes owed 
by Oxy on its piers are 
due San Patricio County, 
not Nueces.”

Both counties had 
claimed jurisdiction over 
Oxy piers that extend 
from the southern shore-
line of San Patricio into 
Corpus Christi Bay. Oxy 
had paid millions of dol-
lars to each county on 
the same piers for over a 
decade.

In a written statement, 
San Patricio County 
officials said the Texas 
Supreme Court denied 
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Former Mathis Police Department Administrative Assistant 
Isabel Rivera, who resigned in October, brought forth claims 
against the chief of police and asked the city council to place 
her on the agenda for their next meeting. She said she resigned 
after a year of turmoil at the department and out of fear of 
retaliation.
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On hand for the Portland Food Bank donation check presentation were, from left, Barbara Luchte, 
David Krebbs, Bea Hanson, Beverly Moore, vostelpine CEO Stefan Einfalt, Josie Garza, Joe Garza, 
Amado Aguilar and voestalpine’s Isabel Palacios.

Contributed photo

A massive crude carrier makes way to the Oxy Ingleside Energy 
Center. The Texas Supreme Court will not to rehear the case 
between Nueces and San Patricio County, ending the split of mil-
lions of tax dollars between the counties from OxyChem.

The gavel             
 falls silent
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San Patricio County Judge Terry Simpson smiles at well-wishers before addressing them at his retirement celebration held last 
week at the county courthouse.

Voestalpine donation gives gift 
of food this holiday season

(See Mathis, 5A)

(See OxyChem, 3A) (See Food Bank, 5A)

(See Simpson, 3A)

Judge Simpson says final goodbye 
amongst family, friends, colleagues

‘It’s been 
a great 

life.’
 – County Judge Terry Simpson
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