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KC’s early warning 
system being tested
Contributed information

KARNES COUNTY –  The county emer-
gency management department will be testing 
the early warning system on Wednesday, July 
10, at 11 a.m. 

The test will be in Karnes City, Kenedy, 
Runge and Falls City.

There will be only one continuous tone and 
will last for one minute. This will be a drill only 
to test the early warning system.

The beat 
goes on and 
on and on...
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES CITY – The summer ACE 
programs of several area school districts 
were part of an unusual team-building 
event Tuesday, July 2, at the Karnes City 
Performing Arts Center.

Drum Cafe, USA was in town and the 
beat of the djemba African drums could be 
heard and felt approaching the auditorium.

The program began more than 25 years 
ago in South Africa and was brought to the 
United States 17 years ago. The tribal use 
of the djemba in Africa actually goes back 
thousands of years. It was used and is still 
being used in communication, ceremonies 
and for entertainment. 

The program begins with every audience 
member being given a drum, a djemba. The 
ACE programs from Karnes City, Kenedy, 
Stockdale, Pettus, Pawnee and Runge filled Bruce Harper photo

The rhythmic drum of Africa, a djemba, plays a big role in the program of Drum Cafe, USA as the presenters kept the audience of ACE summer 
programs from six school districts striving to keep the beat and focus on teamwork.(See Drums, 3A)

Runge celebrates 
fun-filled Fourth
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

RUNGE – There were 
hot dogs, hamburgers, sno-
cones, apple pies, costumes, 
parades and, of course, lots 
of fireworks. 

It was an old-fashioned 
Fourth of July in Runge 
Thursday evening with all 
the above and more. 

Things got started 
around 6 p.m. with an 
apple pie contest. It wasn’t 
a pie-eating contest but 
the top prize went to the 
best tasting entry. Rachel 
Flair, with her crumb top 
pie, took home top honors 
and Darlene Janssen was a 
close second.

Youngsters were dressed 
in patriotic gear or just 
being cute with tractors, 
bikes and trikes all decked 
out with red, white and 
blue decorations.

Vendors were welcome 
and offered all kinds of trin-
kets and homemade delica-
cies – even some handmade 
wreaths for all holidays.

There were a couple of 
food trucks offering bar-
becue. And what would a 
Fourth of July celebration 
in Texas be without barbe-
cue?

The Runge Volunteer 
Fire Department (RVFD) 
controlled the fireworks for 

Three-year-old Camila Reyes was all decked out in red, white and blue and was the best-looking 
Dalmatian fire dog at the parade during the Runge Fourth of July celebration.

Bruce Harper photos

You can’t have a Fourth of July 
celebration without hot dogs 
and the American flag. Young 
Jim Hartsfield had both of those 
needs covered.

(See Runge, 3A)

Intersection of U.S. 181 and SH 123 progressing, 
still set for completion in spring of next year
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES CITY – Work 
has been slowed by rainy 
weather to some extent, 
but with the dry, hot South 
Texas summer making its 
presence known, the con-
struction crews working 

on the intersection of the 
two highways should be 
able to make up any lost 
time.

The completion date 
has not changed since the 
first press release, accord-
ing to Texas Department 

of Transportation 
(TxDOT) public informa-
tion officer Ricky Dailey.

“The expected comple-
tion remains the same, 
pending any weather 
delays,” Dailey said.

That date is still set for 

spring of 2020.

No rendering of size is 
available, but Dailey said 
the intersection’s final 
configuration will be sim-
ilar to the intersection’s 
layout prior to the start 

(See Highway, 3A)


