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Summer 
Fun Guide

Inside:

Serving Gregory, Mathis, Odem, Portland, Sinton and Taft and points in between

C.A.S.T. for Kids 
catches a day of 
fun for area special 
needs children

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – Casting a 
wide net for area young 
participants and volun-
teers, inaugural fishing 
event organizers report-
ed that many kids and 
parents were hooked, 
forming a special bond 
they will long remember.

The C.A.S.T. (Catch A 
Special Thrill) for Kids 
Foundation was formed 
to enrich the lives of chil-
dren with special needs, 
support their families 
and strengthen commu-
nities through the sport 
of fishing. 

Executive Director of 
C.A.S.T. for Kids and 
Bassmaster Elite Series 
Professional Jay Yelas 
described the founda-
tion’s mission statement 
as, “We empower families 
and communities to cel-
ebrate children with spe-
cial needs, making these 
children feel valued and 
loved so they can over-
come limitations and be 
successful.”

C.A.S.T. for Kids 
formed in 1991 to partner 
up with volunteers and 
sponsors and has since 
provided fishing and out-
door activities for hun-
dreds of kids with spe-
cial needs throughout the 
country.

Sponsorships were 
formed, volunteers signed 

up, and a plan was put in 
place so that on April 13 
at Lake Corpus Christi 
State Park, C.A.S.T. for 
Kids made its debut for 
hundreds of eager fami-
lies and soon-to-be fisher-
men.

Hosted by Mathis’ own 
3 C’s Bass Club and All 
Cross Texas, they set out 
with C.A.S.T. for Kids to 
bring the event closer to 
home. Work was done 
over several months to 
make this dream a real-
ity, which wouldn’t have 
been possible without the 
support of the commu-
nity.

Chris Divin, treasur-
er of 3 C’s Bass Club 
and owner of All Cross 
Texas, said, “It was just 

Social media rumor 
of Buc-ee’s heading 
to Sinton proves false

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – On Monday 
morning, the Facebook 
page Sinton People posted 

an image of the now famous 
beaver logo along with the title, 
“Buc-ees is coming to Sinton.”

That simple little post sent 
area residents into a frenzy. As 
of publication, the post has gar-
nered 211 reactions, 209 com-
ments and 325 shares.

While it seemed too good to 
be true, in the end a simple 
call to the Bucc-ee’s corporate 
headquarters proved it to be 

just that.

Buc-ee’s has no plans of com-
ing down south.

And just two hours after the 
initial post, the headline was 
changed to “The rumor is Buc-
ees is coming to Sinton.”

The popular convenience 
store has a massive following 
all over Texas and they recent-
ly opened their first store in 

Alabama where it was expected 
to create more than 200 jobs in 
that area.

So surely a Buc-ee’s coming to 
Sinton would be a big deal.

“They haven’t come to me as 
far as demographics and things 
like that,” Sinton Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director 
Lesly Sence said. “They’re such 

Aw, BeAver Nuggets
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Corpus Christi volunteer Taggert Peel helps out Daniel with his 
latest catch during a C.A.S.T. for Kids event. This was the first year 
the event was held at Lake Corpus Christi State Park in Mathis but 
they promised to return next year for more fishing fun.

Noah performs some 
impromptu karaoke with 
Robert Divin of 3 C’s Bass Club 
and All Cross Texas who host-
ed the event that took place 
April 13 at Lake Corpus Christi 
State Park.

According to a Facebook post, 
the famed convenience store 

Buc-ee’s was rumored to be 
headed to Sinton earlier this 

week, but their corporate head-
quarters proved it to be just a rumor.
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By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

TAFT – It has been 
one crazy year for 
Taft Animal Control 
Supervisor Kayla 
Denney.

Last December, after 
just a few weeks into her 
new position at the ani-
mal shelter, she enlisted 
the help of numerous 
other shelters online 
asking for help. The 
shelter she inherited 
was in need of a lot of 
repairs, and in the win-
ter months, most of the 
pens had no cover from 
the elements.

“We got adopted by a 
group called Blue Healer 
Haven that had 30,000 
followers, and they 
adopted us as a shel-
ter for the holidays, and 
they’ve been having all 
their members donate 
an item or two to us,” 
Denney said at the time.

“Then people from 
Amsterdam, Germany 
and Canada began mes-

saging me and getting 
fundraisers together.

Taft City Manager 
Denise Hitt said that the 
first UPS truck to arrive 
was completely full with 
packages just for the 

For the love of pets
Taft Animal 

Control needs 
public’s vote 

to become 
Unsung Hero 
grant winner
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Linzee Alaniz was crowned Miss Sinton 2019 last week during the first Miss Sinton Pageant in nearly 30 years. More than 200 
area residents attended the Miss Sinton Pageant at the San Patricio Fair Grounds Civic Center. (See Page 10A for more photos.)

A queen is Crowned
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Taft Animal Control Supervisor Kayla Denney had no idea how far she would take the shelter 
when she started in November of last year. Since then, she’s gathered tons of animal supplies, a 
$10,000 Petco Foundation grant and is now in the running to receive another one for $25,000. 
Residents can easily vote for her by visiting petcofoundation.org/unsung-heroes and click on 
her photo.

Surrounded by city officials, 
shelter volunteers and a 

camera crew led by interna-
tionally renowned dog train-

er Victoria Stilwell (right), 
Kayla Denney (left) accepted 
the Petco Foundation check 

in February.

(See Denney, 9A)

(See Buc-ee’s, 10A)

(See C.A.S.T., 9A)


