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Shelters invite locals to fundraiser this weekend to help save animals 
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – Every week, 
county animals are euth-
anized in Sinton without 
given a real chance to be 
rescued. The local shel-
ters legally have three 
days to hold an animal 
before putting it down, 
and without volunteers, 
foster families or any 
number of other resourc-
es, it happens more often 
than not.

If several organizations 
have their say, the deaths 
will soon come to an end.

Guardian Gals Animal 
Rescue Inc. Director Dea 
Leigh Brite said, “With 
Guardian Gals Animal 
Rescue, we don’t have 
director’s salaries or 
overhead. Everything we 
function on is donations.

“We pull a lot of dogs 
from Mathis, Robstown 
and we’re working with 
San Diego now.

“Everybody’s a volun-
teer and I think that’s a 
big point with our rescue 
because our objective is 
to pull the dogs, totally 

vet them, which means 
shots, spay and neuter, 
and then we get a rescue 
partner  in another state 
to do what is called ‘tag 
the dog’ or accept the dog 
and they will get trans-
ferred to that state.”

Brite said that dogs 
get shipped out to states 
like Oregon, Maryland, 
Washington, Maine and 
New Jersey because they 
don’t have an overpopu-
lation of stray dogs like 
South Texas. 

Some of those dog res-
cues will then get adop-
tion fees for the animals Paul Gonzales photo

A dog sits in a kennel at the Taft Animal Shelter waiting to be rescued. That shelter received a 
$10,000 donation from Petco just a few short weeks ago.

Sheriff’S Office raidS game rOOmS
Ten arrested in illegal operation 

following nearly six-month investigation
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – Around 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, the San Patricio 
County Sheriff’s Office con-
ducted raids on multiple 
facilities and game rooms 
in and around the county.

“We’ve been working this 

since September and we 
had finally had enough evi-
dence to say let’s go and 
do it. We’ve been following 
the money trail as well, so 
here we go,” San Patricio 
County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Oscar Rivera said. 

Rivera revealed that 

the department raided 
Ace Amusement, south 
of Sinton,  Silver Dollar, 
south of Odem, and Elco 
Auctions, located in Odem. 
Rivera said gamblers 
would trade in silver nug-
gets they would win at the 
game rooms for cash at the 

auction business as well 
as a small firework stand 
near Ace Amusement.

“They get some silver 
nuggets when they win,” 
Rivera continued. “And 
they’ll take those silver 
nuggets across to these 

By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – The Texas Gulf Coast may get an 
unexpected economic boom by developing its 
coastal resources if a bill allowing oyster maricul-
ture, or oyster growing, is passed this legislative 
period.

During a San Patricio County Commissioners 
Court meeting held Feb. 18, representatives from 
the Texas Restaurant Association sought support 
from the county regarding legislation to enhance 

By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – On Monday, 
San Patricio County 
commissioners approved 
a request from Steel 
Dynamics to modify tax 
abatement guidelines 
as the company decides 
whether or not San 
Patricio County will be 
chosen for its $1.8 billion 
steel plant.

The proposed electric 
arc furnace flat roll steel 
mill plant would serve 
the southern United 

States and the under-
served Mexican flat roll 
steel market, the com-
pany said.

Glenn Pushis, senior 
vice president, Long 
Products Steel Group, 
Steel Dynamics, spoke to 
commissioners about the 
company.

“It will be a flat roll 
steel mill facility, about a 
million square foot under 
roof,” Pushis said. “It will 
be sitting on the north 
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Rolls of flat steel are seen at a Steel Dynamics Columbus 
Division plant.

New steel 
plant requests 
modification 
to abatements W ith this 

y e a r ’ s  
Windfest 
just a lit-

tle over a month away, 
the Portland Chamber 
of Commerce announced 
this week that last sea-
son’s winner of NBC’s 
talent show “The Voice,” 
Sundance Head, will 
headline Saturday 
night, April 13.

With “The Voice” 
drawing millions of 
viewers from around the 
world, the announce-
ment has more than a 
few country music fans 
excited to see Head per-
form live.

“He’s real, you know,” 
Portland Chamber of 
Commerce President & 
CEO Shelly Stuart said. 
“We just really related 
to him and he’s a favor-
ite.

“I have two younger 
employees working here 
and they were very 
excited at the prospect 
of having him.”

In 2007, Head was a 
semifinalist on the sixth 
season of the Fox tele-
vision show “American 
Idol,” but was eliminat-
ed one week before the 
finals. He returned to 
prime-time TV in 2016 
and became the win-
ner of season 11 of “The 
Voice” as part of Team 
Blake Shelton.

Head has written 
and recorded with ZZ 
Top and has had three 
number 1 songs on the 
Texas Country charts 
and released his latest 
album, “Stained Glass 
and Neon,” earlier this 
year.

“He’s a fantastic artist 
and we started working 
with him and his wife 
and he’s been gracious 
and very easy to work 

with which is always a 
big help,” Stuart added. 
“We put a lot of thought 
into it and we decided 
to reach out. He’s big in 
Texas and has a strong 
fan base.

“I read somewhere 
where it described his 
style as really old school 
modern country. To me 

he reminds me of Chris 
Stapleton.

“And I think that’s 
pretty OK,” she added 
with a laugh.

Windfest 2019 is being 
held on April 12-14 at 
Portland Community 
Center, 2000 Billy G. 
Webb Drive in Portland.

The Sundance kid
‘The 

Voice’ 
season 11 
winner to 
headline 

Portland’s 
Windfest

By Paul Gonzales
Contributed photo

Sundance Head will be featured at Portland’s Windfest 2019 and perform Saturday, April 13. 
The Texas country artist is the winner of the NBC television series “The Voice” season 11 as 
well as a chart-topping musician.

Sundance Head (right) won 
season 11 of “The Voice” 

where he was on Team Blake 
Shelton. He was also a semi-

finalist on another popular 
talent series, “American 

Idol,” in 2007.
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