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By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – The Bee County Sheriff’s 
Office turned over most of approximately 
17 or 18 illegal aliens from Guatemala 
who bailed out of a pickup truck late 
Sunday morning.

Deputy Lt. Derek Franco said Deputy 
Quinton Tawater reported spotting a 2004 
Chevrolet extended cab pickup on FM 
Road 673 west of Mineral at about 11:25 
a.m. Sunday as he was patrolling the area.

Franco said Tawater made a U-turn in 
an effort to catch up with the truck and get 
a better look at it.

When the deputy turned around, he 

Illegals 
flee near 
Mineral

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – A small group of 
volunteers met on the evening of 
June 6 at Americana Arms to start 
the process of organizing the first-

ever Friends of the NRA banquet in 
Beeville.

Before adjourning, the group decid-
ed on holding the event on Oct. 24, 
probably at the Bee County Expo 
Center.

Ed Griffin, one of the organizers 
responsible for organizing similar 
events in Falls City, was at the meet-
ing to share his expertise.

Friends of NRA benefit in planning

Problems 
slow water 
line repair
By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

SWINNEY SWITCH – The early June 
heat took a toll on the workers who were 
making the final repairs on the raw water 
line at the Nueces River near Swinney 
Switch Thursday afternoon.

It took several tries to get the last sec-
tion of thermoplastic pipe to the exact 
length to connect the line coming out of 
the river with the line going to the George 
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Employees with Gaona & Sons Construction insert 
the two-inch in diameter bolts through the connec-
tion of the final section of raw water intake pipe 
as they begin the final stages of repair on the line 
leading to the George P. Morrill, I Water Treatment 
Plant Thursday afternoon.

ChalKinG it up  
for eduCation

Sadie Ferron and Jarren Trevino use chalk to paint the 
bricks at Coastal Bend College Monday afternoon. The 
students are participating in Kids College this week.

Sveva Fuentes draws in chalk her appreciation to Coastal 
Bend College with green hearts Monday afternoon.

Stellar Schaefer 
draws planets 

and a house 
Monday as she and 

the others learn about 
the solar system during 
Kids College at Coastal 

Bend College. “These 
students are learning 

through hands-on 
activities related to that 
subject,” said Joe Hayen, 
with Coastal Bend College. 

Jeff Massengill of Americana Arms, left, listens as Ed Griffin, right, 
explains how he and fellow National Rifle Association volunteers 
have been able to organize successful fundraising events for the 

Friends of NRA program in recent years. The two men were at a meet-
ing held at Americana Arms last Thursday evening to discuss holding 
a Friends of NRA banquet in Beeville in late October.

By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

BEE COUNTY – The corn crop rustled, 
their leaves parting as the beast pushed 
its way through the stalks.

Above, a shooter takes careful aim. 
The whirl of a copter’s blades drowns 

out any shot fired from the rifle.
The prey this day is feral hogs.
Kenneth Wallek is a farmer in Bee 

County, and like so many landowners, he 
is trying to save his crops, his livelihood.

“We have to declare war on them,” he 
said.

‘We are either doing some 
good or they are getting smarter 
and hiding better.’

 — Kenneth Wallek, farmer

Kenneth Wallek, above, and his 
son Dustin, on right, are working to 
decrease the hog population here.
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