
To subscribe 
contact circulation at:
 361-358-2550

THU FRI SAT SUN

Serving 
Live Oak & 
McMullen 
Counties

GEORGE WEST THREE RIVERS

Sou
Tex

my

.c
om

Sou
Tex

.c
om

Get the LAtest 
onLine news At

PArtly 
cloudy

95 
76

PArtly sunnyPArtly sunnychAnce of 
storms

94
76

95 
75

95 
76 CDA scholarships

Page 14A

‘Grease’ at 
Dobie West

Page 9A

Vol. 46, No. 9, One Section, 18 pages Wednesday, May 29, 2019 www.mysoutex.com 75¢

A Place of honor
Live Oak County residents pay tribute to fallen heroes

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – 
Keeping the memories 
alive of those who died 
for their country while 
honoring their sacri-
fice, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6119 of Live 
Oak County presided 
over three Memorial Day 
services on Monday.

The services took place 
at 8 a.m. at the Live 
Oak County Courthouse, 
about half an hour later 
at the county airport and 
shortly after 10 a.m. at 
George West City Park.

County Judge Jim 
Huff, during the first cer-
emony, talked about the 
importance of increasing 
people’s awareness of the 
meaning of Memorial 
Day.

“It’s important that 
people are aware of the 
sacrifices that our men 
and women in the mili-
tary have made so that 
we can enjoy the freedom 
that we have today,” Huff 
said. “We need to make 
sure that we continue 
to educate people on the 
importance of the sacri-
fices that have been made.”

During a second service at the 

airport, one of the VFW members 
read part of a message he had 
received from a friend who had 

served in the military for 27 years, 
including 12 in combat.

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – 
While principals often get 
much of the credit — or 
blame — for what hap-
pens on a school campus, 
assistant principals play 
an important and some-
times overlooked role in a 
school’s success.

At Three Rivers Junior/
Senior High School, the 
spotlight shines brightly 
on Haley Kopplin, who 
was recently recognized 
as Region 2 Assistant 
Principal of the Year.

Kopplin has worked for 
Three Rivers Independent 
School District for seven 

Contributed photo

Three Rivers Junior/Senior High Assistant Principal Haley Kopplin 
was recently named Region 2 Assistant Principal of the Year.

Simply the Best
Three Rivers’ Haley Kopplin 
recognized as top assistant 
principal for Region 2

TR Class of 2019 takes center stage

Martinez sworn in 
as mayor, Roberts as 
chief, Benham judge
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS — Felipe Martinez was 
sworn in as the new mayor of Three Rivers 
during a special meeting on Thursday, May 
23.

Martinez’s swearing in ceremony had been 
delayed eight days because of a petition to 
recount votes filed by outgoing Mayor Sam 
Garcia.

Live Oak County Judge Jim Huff conducted 
the ceremony. Also sworn in that night were 
Three Rivers Police Chief Vance Roberts and 
Three Rivers Municipal Judge Dawn Benham, 
who were both reappointed to their positions 
by the Three Rivers City Council.

The council also reaffirmed the appointment 
of Patsy Roberts to the mayor pro tem post, 
which she had previously been selected for 
during the May 15 meeting.

(See Council, 16A)

(See Kopplin, 16A)

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – It was a long 
road from kindergarten through 
12th grade, but the Three Rivers 
High School graduating Class of 
2019 celebrated commencement 
ceremonies on Friday, May 24, 
at the Three Rivers Independent 
School District football stadium.

One of the many notable circum-
stances for the graduating class 
was that its top two graduates — 
Valedictorian Carolina Cruces and 
Salutatorian Jocelin Ramirez, are 
both the daughters of immigrants 
from Mexico.

In addition to the academic chal-
lenges they faced to graduate at 
the top of the class, they also had to 
overcome a language barrier, but 
did so with flying colors.

Ramirez told the members of the 
TRHS class that they could achieve 
anything they set their minds to, 
and that she knew they would 
accomplish great things.

Cruces told the class members 
to dare to dream of great things, 
and know that they had the abil-
ity to make those dreams become 
a reality.

Madison Pope thanked former 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Springs, 

who died suddenly in February, for 
the strong influence she had on the 
students she served.

She announced that the class of 
2019 was donating a cherry blos-
som tree in Dr. Springs’ honor.

“Several of the members of this 
graduating class have decided to 
pursue careers in education,” Pope 
said, noting that Springs’ influence 
played a role in their career choic-
es. Current TRISD Superintendent 
Les Dragon was a longtime friend 
of Springs.

Jeff Osborne is the editor of The Progress. 
He can be reached at 361-786-3022 or 
theprogress@mysoutex.com.
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Members of the Three Rivers High School graduating Class of 2019 throw their caps into the air in celebration of their graduation on 
Friday, May 24, at the Three Rivers ISD football stadium.
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Members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6119 of Live Oak County gather at a memorial 
marker at the Live Oak County Airport which contains the names of those with local ties who 
died fighting while serving their country.
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Felipe Martinez was sworn in as Three Rivers mayor by 
Live Oak County Judge Jim Huff during a special city 
council meeting on May 23.

(See Memorial, 3A)


