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Amanda Fanning  gets ready to cut the rib-
bon on her new office and is joined by Karnes 
County Judge Wade J. Hedtke (to her right) 
and other county officials and Chamber of 
Commerce members at ceremony for the 
opening of the new Department of Motor 
Vehicles office at the Karnes County court 
annex building at 210 Calvert Ave. The office 
will be open Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. and then from 2 

p.m. until 6 p.m. On Fridays, the office will 
be open from 7:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. and 
then from 12:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. every 
Friday except the first Friday followed by the 
first Saturday of each month. The office will 
accommodate renewal requests on that first 
Saturday from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the 
office will close at 11:30 on that Friday. It has 
been several years since Karnes County has 
been served with a DMV office.
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County’s salary survey not 
to affect this year’s budget
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES COUNTY – The first agen-
da item at Wednesday’s special meet-
ing of the county’s commissioners court 
went directly into executive session.

The item concerned the completed 
salary survey by a San Antonio firm. 
The executive session lasted just under 
one hour before Judge Wade J. Hedtke 
and the commissioners returned to the 

open session.
Discussion of the topic was headed by 

the judge in that he believed the depart-
ment heads were the ones to determine 
if an individual worker merited a raise 
or not. 

He was against an across-the-board 
raise for county employees at this time.

4-H teenagers 
clean up, beautify 
downtown area
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES CITY – A 
group of Karnes County 
4-H teenagers were busy 
Thursday morning on a 
project for the downtown 
area of Karnes City.

The seven members 
of the local 4-H group 
included teenagers 
Madylin Moczygemba, 
Kaslyn Moczygemba, 
Brooke Gisler, Isabella 
Breckenridge, Alexis 
Albert, Riley Huser and 
Devin Janysek. 

The seven teenagers 
were awarded a grant 
from the International 
Youth Foundation out of 
Baltimore, Maryland, for 
a project under the aus-
pices of LEAPS, according 
to area Program Manager 

Stacey Ford Osborne.
“The LEAPS program 

represents learning, edu-
cation, aspiration, prep-
aration and success,” 
Osborne said.

“We help young people 
succeed. We give them the 
tools and opportunities to 
reach their full potential.”

The project was designed 
and executed by the teens 
themselves.

“They did it all. They put 
together the plan, bought 
all the supplies they 
needed and then brought 
it all together.,” said Eric 
Taylor, the county exten-
sion agent for Texas A&M 
AgriLife office in Karnes 
County.

The teenagers are 
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Local 4-H members were using a grant from the International Youth Foundation to bring a little more color with eight new planters to 
downtown Karnes CIty. Six of the planters were set up along Calvert Avenue and two were arranged at the county’s courthouse.(See Brightening, 3A)

Kenedy lifts Stage 4 water restrictions
Karnes Countywide staff

In a press release 
the afternoon of Aug. 2, 
Kenedy’s city secretary 
informed the public the 
Stage 4 water restrictions 
imposed about a week ago 

have been lifted.

“We got the wells up 
and running on Friday 
afternoon. Samples were 
taken and everything 
came back in good order. 
So we lifted the restric-

tions, so the people of 
Kenedy can get back 
to normal,” said City 
Manager Barbara Shaw.

“All the wells are run-
ning and the supply is as 
it should be.”

Grass fires along 
Highway 181 keep 
volunteer units busy
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES COUNTY – Eight or nine, just depends 
on how you count them, grass fires kept at least three 
local volunteer fire departments busy Thursday after-
noon last week.

Respondents included the Falls City VFD, Karnes 
City VFD and Runge VFD.

All the blazes were contained quickly and little prop-
erty damage occurred.

“We had a string of fires ranging from Falls City to 
Hobson. All of them right along the highway,” said 
Karnes City Fire Chief Charlie Malik Friday morning.

When asked what caused the blazes, Malik related it 
was more than likely a truck dragging something along 
in its wake that caused sparks. A broken wheel, or hub, 
a chain dragging behind a trailer, it could have been a 
number of things, he said.

The roadside grass and weeds along the right side of 
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Grass fires along Highway 181 between Hobson and Falls City kept three local volunteer fire departments busy Thursday afternoon. 
No damage other than partially charred fields and a little brush resulted.

Bruce Harper photo

The county’s EMS is now occupying a location in Karnes City. The ambulance is located in a lot 
at 1115 N. Market St. and will help with response time around the northern areas of the county, 
according to EMS director Dennis Kelley.

(See County, 3A)

New DMV office opeNs

(See Fires, 3A)

EMS has home in KC

Bruce Harper photo


