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Mathis EMS seeks donations to help family after loss
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – Early Saturday 
morning, the Mathis Volunteer 

Fire Department was called out 
to a home on Avenue B, near the 
Smolik’s Smokehouse highway 
location.

“By the time we got there it 
was engulfed,” Mathis VFD Fire 
Chief Adrian Ramirez said.

“All we know at this time is 
that it was a fire from within. 

The cause is still undeterminable. 
There were three people living 
inside at that time, and they all 
got out safely.”

Ramirez also stated that the 
fire department received help 
from Bee and Jim Wells counties 
in putting out the fire.

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – It was a normal 
Friday afternoon at Butter’s 
BBQ in Mathis. There had been 
a big lunch rush, and Andrew 
“Butter” Soto finally had a 
chance to sit and grab a bite to 
eat – a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich – when his girlfriend, 
Claudia Hernandez, saw some-
one approaching who looked 
vaguely familiar.

“She said, ‘It looks like that 
guy’s here,’” Soto recalled. “And I 
asked, what guy? She said, ‘The 
guy you’re always talking about. 
The BBQ fanatic’. 

“I thought there’s no way that 
could be him so  I got up and 

looked and sure enough.

“It was him.”

Texas Monthly Barbecue 
Editor Daniel Vaughn was walk-
ing towards the counter, ready to 
place his order.

“That’s when my heart started 
pounded,” Soto said laughing. “I 
could barely breathe, so I had 
to tell her to tell him we’ll be 
right there and to take his drink 
order.”

Butter’s BBQ, located at  104 
South Highway 359, opened just 
16 months ago in a small, dilapi-
dated building which Soto used 
his savings to remodel just well 
enough to pass inspections and 
finally open. He had quit his 
well-paying job and was banking 

on the barbecue joint to become 
successful enough to support his 
family – a risky move for anyone, 
much less a guy with children.

Fire destroys home

A fire broke out in a Mathis fam-
ily’s home early Saturday morning 
on Avenue B. The family escaped 
unharmed.
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In just 16 short months, Andrew “Butter” Soto turned an old empty office building into a Texas barbecue destination, drawing 
the attention of Texas Monthly magazine Barbecue Editor Daniel Vaughn who paid a visit two weeks ago. Soto hopes to one 
day make the illustrious Texas Monthly Top 50 BBQ Joints in Texas list and with Vaughn’s visit, he may very well be on his way.

Texas Monthly Editor visits Butter’s 
BBQ in Mathis, likes what he’s tasting

To me, success 
isn’t something 

that’s owned, 
it’s rented. 

And rent is due 
every single day.
– Andrew Soto, owner Butter’s BBQ

By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – Christmas lights and decorations are 
all around this time of year. The festive ornaments 
and glittering color are seen everywhere.

Shopkeepers and families alike compete with who 
has the best decorations. The Sinton Chamber of 
Commerce has continued a tradition that sets to 
reward festive window decorations with a trophy and 
bragging rights for an entire year.
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Lynn Israel stands in front of her business, the Picket Fence in 
downtown Sinton, holding a trophy awarded to her by the 
Sinton Chamber of Commerce for their beautiful Christmas 
window display.

Sinton shopkeeper 
gets decorated 
Christmas spirit win

HHSC recognizes 
former ‘Voice of 
Sinton Pirates’ Gomez
By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND – 
Portland resident and 
former “Voice of Sinton 
Pirates” announcer 
Arnold Gomez was hon-
ored by the Texas Health 
and Human Services 
Commission (HSSC) in 
Dallas last month for out-
standing achievement.

During the HHSC 
Leadership Conference 
this year, Gomez received 
the Commissioner’s 
Award, which recogniz-
es outstanding achieve-
ment. These recipients 
are nominated by peers 
and recognize commit-
ment to help serve com-
munity partners and 
clients, dependent on 
which social services are 
offered by the Access and 
Eligibility Division of 
HHSC. 

Three of these awards 
were presented at this 
year’s conference from 
the more than 1,200 lead-
ers in different sectors of 
the division from all over 

the State of Texas.
The award was pre-

sented by HHSC 
Deputy Executive 
Commissioner Wayne 
Salter at the Access 
Eligibility Services (AES) 
Leadership Conference 
held in Dallas on Nov. 29. 
The Conference was held 
at the Hilton Anatole 
Hotel, with over 1,100 
staff in attendance from 
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In a photo taken in 2015, 
Sinton varsity player Colton 
Cohea congratulates Arnold 
Gomez, the voice of the Sinton 
Pirates, for 30 years of Sinton 
football sportscasting and 
last month he received the 
Health and Human Services 
Commissioner’s Award.

Mathis	Pd	cameras	record	issues	within	community	as	well
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – In the past few weeks 
much has been written about citi-
zens and former employees attack-
ing the Mathis PD during the last 
city council meeting earlier this 
month. Those issues have largely 
overshadowed Mathis Police Chief 
Pete Saenz and City Manager 
Mike Barrera’s efforts to effective-
ly upgrade the department with 
much needed equipment and vehi-
cles to better serve the community.

During the city council meeting, 
Saenz presented an overview of the 
changes he’s brought to the Mathis 
PD since he’s been at the chief’s 
position.

The department is in the sec-
ond of a four-year vehicle replace-
ment program which will replace 
the entire fleet of police vehicles, 
including command staff units.

He’s also brought on board new 
software that is minimizing offi-
cers’ time on reports and improves 
dispatch effectiveness as well as 
raising officers’ pay when they com-
plete certain courses and receive 
certificates.

But perhaps one of the most 
effective additions to the depart-
ment is the use of AXON HD cam-
eras that are mounted to eyewear 
to ensure a first-person view of any 
and all altercations and incidents 
with which the officers come in 
contact.

One of the main reasons those 
cameras are important showcased 
itself during the same meeting.

Mathis resident Fidel Jimenez 
waited for his turn to speak at the 
city council meeting to dispute a 
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Mathis resident Fidel Jimenez speaks with Mathis Police Chief Pete Saenz about a com-
plaint he has from one of the officers that pulled him over a few months back and was 
very disrespectful to him. Mathis PD cameras caught the entire traffic stop on video 
which revealed it may have been the other way around.
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