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By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND – In honor 
of those soldiers who 
have fallen, officials held 
Memorial Day services all 
over county.

In Sinton, the Battle-
Scarred Bandaids held 
a Quilt of Valor presen-
tation to honor 20 local 
veterans and give them 
handmade patriotic quilts 
on Saturday.

Mathis held its annu-
al march to Veterans 
Memorial Monument 
at Ramsower Park on 
Monday where local offi-
cials and veterans spoke 
about the friends and 
family they’ve lost during 
service.

But perhaps the event 
held in Portland spoke 
for them all this past 
weekend when Richard 
Martinez of the Veterans 
Band of Corpus Christi 
had this to say during the 
ceremony.

“On this Memorial Day 
weekend, we remember 
and give thanks for those 
who have given their 

lives in the service of our 
country,” Martinez said 
during prayer. “When the 
need was greatest, they 
stepped forward and did 
their duty to defend the 
freedoms that we enjoy 
and to win the same for 
others.”

“God, you yourself have 
taught us that no love is 
greater than which gives 
itself to another. Help us 

to honor their memory 
by caring for the family 
members that they have 
left, by ensuring that 
their wounded comrades 
are properly cared for, by 
being watchful caretak-
ers of the freedoms with 
which they gave their 
lives and by demanding 
that no other young men 

MAthis house fire clAiMs life of resident
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – A Mathis resi-
dent lost his life early Sunday 
morning when a section of a 
house caught fire and he was 

unable to escape in time.

According to the San Patricio 
County Sheriff’s office, they 
received a call about a house 
fire at 9:45 a.m. Sunday at 915 
N. Live Oak St.

When they arrived along 
with the Mathis Volunteer 
Fire Department, they discov-
ered that someone was inside. 

Raul Gutierrez, 61, who was 

legally blind, lived at the house 
with his mother who was at 
church at the time of the fire. 
The sheriff’s office said they 
believe he was overcome by 
smoke and unable to get out of 
the room.

Officials also believe the fire 
started somewhere near the 
air condition window unit but 
are continuing to investigate 
the cause of the blaze.

San Patricio County Sheriff 
Oscar Rivera also said that 
there were numerous exten-
sion cords throughout the 
room and the fire department 
had been called there previ-
ously due to some electrical 
issues a few weeks back.

State and county fire mar-
shals are currently investigat-
ing the official cause of the 
fire.

This photo shows the side room of a 
house on 915 N. Live Oak St. where 
a fire broke out Sunday morning. A 
man living inside died after being 
unable to escape the blaze.
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Never forget

Multiple county ceremonies 
honor those who served

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

SAN PATRICIO 
COUNTY – Graduates 
from throughout the 
county took to the stage  
with Mathis, Odem and 
Sinton holding their 
commencement cere-
monies on Friday.

Tears were shed, 
cheers were had and 
lots of memories were 
shared as high school 
students began a new 
chapter in their lives.

In total, San Patricio 
County will have near-
ly 700 students say-
ing their good-byes to 
high school with Taft 
the only city left, and 
will be hitting the stage 
next week.

San Patricio County 
graduates take center stage

AJ Lopez photos 

Left – Odem High School graduate Christina Montoya gives a friend a hug after Friday’s 
Commencement. Right – A Sinton High School graduate waves to family members as he 
makes his way to his seat on Friday’s 2019 commencement.

Paul Gonzales photo

Motivational speaker Jonathan Medina does a pushup with 
Mathis High School Valedictorian Sadie Encinia on his back 
during Friday’s commencement ceremony.
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Service members from not just Portland but the entire county were remembered for their service 
Sunday in front of the Portland Police Station.
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Veterans march down North Duval Street to the Veterans 
Memorial Monument on Monday.

Disaster preparedness breakfast readies 
Portland residents for storm season
By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND – The 
Portland Chamber of 
Commerce hosted a disas-
ter preparedness break-
fast  to prep local residents 
and businesses for the 
upcoming storm season at 
the Northshore Country 
Club last Thursday.

Guest panelists includ-
ed Portland Mayor Cathy 
Skurow, Portland City 
Manager Randy Wright, 
Portland Chief of Police 
Mark Cory, Portland Fire 
Chief Jeff Morris,  Texas 
Department of Insurance 
Windstorm Office rep-
resentatives Doug 
Klopfenstien and Manuel 
Villarreal, Small Business 
Administration represen-
tative Elizbeth Solis and 
Del Mar College Small 
Business Development 
Center  representative 
Darcy Shawn.

The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) 
is predicting a near-nor-
mal Atlantic hurricane 
season for this year.  
NOAA predicts a likely 
range of nine to 15 named 
storms (winds of 39 mph 
or higher), of which four 

to eight could become 
hurricanes (winds of 74 
mph or higher), including 
two to four major hurri-
canes (category 3, 4 or 5; 
with winds of 111 mph or 
higher.)
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Portland Mayor Cathy Skurow opens up the panel discussion dur-
ing the Disaster Preparedness Breakfast last Thursday. The event 
served to prepare residents as the hurricane season approaches.

(See Ceremonies, 9A)

(See photos, 10A)

(See Storms, 3A)
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Serving Gregory, Mathis, Odem, Portland, Sinton and Taft and points in between


