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THREE RIVERS – A multiple 
vehicle accident on Interstate 
37 north of Three Rivers about 
4:15 a.m. Aug. 7 resulted in one 
fatality.

The accident involved seven 
vehicles, including two 18-wheel-

ers and a camper. Ahmed 
Hamid Mousa, 33, of Helotes, 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Another victim, Jose Dejesus 
Contreras, 55 of Brownsville, 
was airlifted to University 
Hospital in San Antonio for 

medical treatment.

Multiple agencies responded 
to the accident, including Three 
Rivers and Whitsett fire depart-
ments, Arcadian EMS, AirLife, 
the Department of Public Safety 
and LOC Justice of the Peace 
Robert Baker.
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Master of 

GEORGE WEST – Anticipating disasters — and 
helping first responders and the public prepare for 
whatever concerns might arise — is the focus of 
Bobby Joe Stewart, who began serving as Live 
Oak County’s first full-time emergency manage-
ment coordinator earlier this summer.

“I try to prepare everyone for the next emer-
gency, but what’s that emergency going to be?” 
Stewart said.

Helping emergency response teams to 
anticipate potential problems — and to 
inform the public in advance on the 
best ways to deal with possible disas-
ters is a task that demands skills 
in troubleshooting, experience in 
dealing with crisis situations and 
the ability to help manage a 
variety of concerns.

With that in mind, the 

disasters
(preparing for) 
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Bobby Joe 
Stewart of 
Three Rivers 

is the new 
e m e r g e n c y 
m a n a g e -
ment coor-
dinator for 
Live Oak 
County.
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2A)
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Explosion,  
oil thefts 
investigated
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

TILDEN – Deputies with the McMullen County 
Sheriff’s Office continue to investigate the circum-
stances of an explosion that killed an Atascosa County 
man working on an oilfield tank battery on July 19.

The sheriff’s office was notified of the explosion at 
10:15 a.m. July 19 at an oilfield location off Highway 
16.

“Units arrived at the scene and found one deceased 
male at the location,” said Scott Garris, investigator 
for the McMullen County Sheriff’s Office.

The victim was identified as a 60-year-old male 
who was working at the facility when the accident 
occurred, and his family was notified.

In other McMullen County  law enforcement action:
• McMullen County officers and officers with other 

agencies are investigating multiple thefts of crude oil 
in both McMullen and LaSalle counties.

“Several different companies have been victimized, 
and these thefts are occurring in remote and isolated 
areas,” Garris said.

• On Aug. 1, Rudolph “Sunny” Ozuna, 52, of San 
Antonio was arrested and charged with false identi-
fication as a police officer, misrepresentation of prop-
erty, unlawfully carrying a weapon and possession of 
marijuana following a traffic stop on Highway 16 near 
the McMullen County School in Tilden.

The initial stop was for a window tint violation.
“During enforcement, the deputy noticed a badge 

hanging around the driver’s neck appearing to possi-
bly be a law enforcement identification,” Garris said. 
“The subject was also carrying a firearm in a holster 
at his waist.

“Numerous red and blue lights were installed on 
the vehicle along with multiple law enforcement 
items including insignias and a T-shirt.”

Ozuna was found to have private security registra-
tion but not a police officer’s license.

He was booked into the Live Oak County Jail.
• At 7:52 p.m. July 13, Michael Joe Villanueva, 

38, of Alice was arrested for driving with an invalid 
license and possession of less than 2 ounces of mari-
juana, as well as possession of a controlled substance, 
penalty group 1, following a traffic stop.

He was booked into the Live Oak County Jail.
• On July 14 following a traffic stop, a passen-

ger, Mary Alvarado of San Antonio, was found to 
have active arrest warrants out of Bexar County on 
original charges of larceny — theft by check. She was 
arrested and booked into the Live Oak County Jail.

• At 8:30 a.m. July 15, the sheriff’s office was noti-
fied of a vehicle traveling north on Highway 16 by the 

(See McMullen, 4A)

Back with the Bulldogs
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – For 
the second time this year, 
Sandy Villarreal is com-
ing to the rescue as an 
interim principal at Three 
Rivers Independent 
School District — this 
time at Three Rivers 
Junior/Senior High 
School.

In April, Villarreal 
began serving as interim 
principal of the district’s 
elementary school when 
former school Principal 
Les Dragon was promot-
ed to superintendent. 

She served in that posi-
tion for the remainder 
of the 2018-2019 school 
year.

For the 2019-2020 
school year, the Three 
Rivers ISD staff have 
already been back at 
work, but TRISD stu-

dents began the school 
year on Tuesday.

When TRISD found 
itself with an unexpected 
principal’s vacancy two 
weeks before the school 
year was scheduled to 
begin, Dragon once again 
turned to a familiar 
resource and suggested 
her to the district’s school 
board. 

“I had the opportunity 
to work with her at the 
elementary school when 
my transition was made,” 
Dragon said. “I knew we 
could count on her. She 
is a uniter, and she will 
keep us going in the right 
direction.

“She is a tremendous 
asset — especially with 
her experience as a for-
mer teacher, principal 
and as the current school 
board president at Runge Jeff Osborne photo

After serving as interim principal at Three Rivers Elementary last spring, Sandy Villarreal is now at the Junior High/High School.

I-37 wreck kills one

(See Villarreal, 12A)


