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LIVE OAK COUNTY – A body found in rural 
Live Oak County is believed to be that of a miss-
ing migrant from Guatemala.

The Live Oak County Sheriff’s Office received 
a call at 8:11 a.m. on July 15 regarding a body 
lying on the side of County Road 311 east of 
Interstate 37.

“That’s where there is a lot of smuggling 
traffic,” said Sheriff Larry Busby, who said the 
responding officer found at dead Hispanic male 
lying face-up on the road with a towel stressed 
across his abdomen.

“Observation indicated that he died from 
overheating,” Busby said, adding that undocu-
mented aliens are often crammed into the 
trunks of cars or trucks without seats, and 
sometimes, those in the pile suffer from heat-
related illnesses, which can be fatal.

“When one of (the illegal aliens) dies, they 
often drag the body out of the vehicle and leave 
them on the side of the road for us to find,” 
Busby said.

Live Oak County Justice of the Peace Jimmie 
Jones went to the scene, and the body was trans-
ported to the Nueces County Medical Examiner 
for an autopsy.
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Boat ride 
results in 
capsizing, 
teen arrests

Event will benefit Bulldog 
Education Foundation

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – Hoping to 
raise more money to benefit stu-
dents in Three Rivers Independent 
School District and thanks to the 
participation of a music celebri-
ty with local ties, the Bulldog 
Education Foundation is hosting 
its first Summer Social at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, July 27, at the Live Oak 
County Coliseum.

Sundance Head, the winner of 
season 11th of NBC’s “The Voice” 
competition, will headline the 
event. Head is the son of 1960s 

music star Roy Head of Three 
Rivers, and Sundance has fam-
ily in Live Oak County, including 
cousin Melissa Goebel, who is a 
member of the education founda-
tion.

“Sundance is kin to Melissa, 

who is one of our board members, 
and she suggested we get him as 
our performer for the event,” said 
Jennifer Shepherd, president of 
the foundation.

Sundance performs country, 

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

LIVE OAK COUNTY — Two teenagers were res-
cued from Lake Corpus Christi on July 17 — and then 
arrested — in connection with the theft of a boat that 
capsized and left the pair stranded in the middle of the 
water overnight.

The incident occurred on the north side of the lake in 
Live Oak County, and Texas Department of Parks and 
Wildlife game wardens, sher-
iff’s department deputies and 
a Border Patrol helicopter all 
participated in the search.

The helicopter found the 
missing boat submerged in the 
water with the teens floating in 
life jackets nearby.

Live Oak County Sheriff 
Larry Busby said four teens 
were actually involved in the 
incident. Two were able to 
swim to shore and two others 
were not, but put on life jackets 
they had found in the boat. 
Three of those involved are juveniles and the other is 
a 17-year-old girl. All four of those involved are from 
Mathis, Busby said.

The sheriff’s office received a call on July 17 from the 
Mustang Hollow RV Park near the lake from a man 
who said he had left his boat tied to a pier and that it 
had either drifted away or that someone had taken it.

Game Warden Colton Thomas identified the cap-
sized boat, and it was initially believed that the boat 
had floated away.

However, calls received from Brown Ranch nearby 
alerted law enforcement about missing teens.

When officers talked to the teens, they were told that 
the teens had borrowed the boat from a friend.

Two of the teens swam ashore at Brown Ranch, 
which officers estimate is at least half a mile down-
stream from where the boat was found.

“They said that all four began swimming, and then 
two of them fell behind and they didn’t know what hap-
pened to them,” Busby said.

He added that the two who were found in the water 
“had the foresight to put on life jackets they found in 
the boat.”

Contributed photo

Sundance Head, who gained fame as winner of “The Voice” competition on NBC and who also participated in “American Idol” competi-
tion on Fox, will perform at the Bulldog Education Foundation’s Summer Social on July 27. Sundance’s father, Roy, is from Three Rivers.

(See Teens, 3A)

(See Social, 3A)

“In the past we hosted a fall festival, but we 
wanted to branch out and do something that 
might generate a little more profit to benefit our 
classrooms.”

 — Jennifer Shepherd, Bulldog Education Foundation president

Body of migrant found 
off rural county road

(See Missing, 3A)

Sheriff Busby

Sundance
Social

GW Council discusses salaries, equipment monitoring 
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – The 
George West City Council 
discussed a salary sched-
ule for law enforcement 
and utility employees and 
talked about electrical 
monitoring of the city’s 
water and wastewater 
systems to catch poten-
tial problems during a 
meeting on Thursday, 
July 18.

During a budget work-

shop, council members 
were given a spreadsheet 
which showed the sala-
ries of employees in each 
department.

Interim City Manager 
Shirley Holm said she 
compared this to data 
available from the Texas 
Municipal League for 
similar cities. She noted 
that for George West, sal-
aries account for 56 per-
cent of the budget, while 
on average, salaries for 

other communities often 
range from 60 to 65 per-
cent of the budget.

One decision made by 
the council was to ensure 
that the minimum pay 
for a new police officer 
for George West will be at 
least $20 per hour, with 
other adjustments made 
to salaries of more expe-
rienced officers accord-
ingly.

Pete Pena, interim 

public works director who 
replaced J.R. Higgins 
earlier this summer, pro-
vided an overview and 
answered council ques-
tions regarding the city’s 
utility workers.

After the workshop 
concluded, the council 
focused on regular busi-
ness.

Action on a contract 
with Dale’s Electric 

(See City, 3A)


