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R ecent ly 
return-
ing from 
the 2019 

Parapan American 
Games in Peru and 
earning gold with 
the U.S. Women’s 
National Sitting 
Volleyball Team, 
Jillian Williams  
discussed her expe-
rience with the 
team and train-
ing for the 2020 
Paralympics in 
Tokyo.

Williams was 
born in Corpus 
Christi and raised 
in her hometown of 
Odem. She gradu-
ated from Sinton 
High School in 
2015 and continued 
her education by 
playing volleyball 
at Texas Lutheran 
University before 
being diagnosed 
with cancer. 

After being diag-

nosed with Ewing’s 
sarcoma (a form 
of bone cancer) in 
February 2016, 
receiving several 
rounds of chemo-
therapy for 11 
months and under-
going an ampu-
tation of her leg, 
Williams remained 
strong and optimis-
tic that she would 
play the sport she 

loves again.
She has since 

joined the U.S. 
Women’s National 
Sitting Volleyball 
Team and has 
competed at 
the 2018 USA 
Exhibitions vs. 
Canada at USAV 
Open Nationals, 
the 2018 World 
ParaVolley World 
Championships, 
earning a silver 

medal, and most 
recently at the 2019 
Parapan American 
Games, earning a 
gold medal. 

She described 

her sport, sitting 
volleyball, as an 
adaptive version of 
able-bodied volley-
ball.

“We sit on our 

butts and move 
around with our 
hands,” Williams 
said. “If we have a 
leg, we can move 
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Acosta Jr. voted in for 
Mathis City Council Place 
4; Trejo steps down

By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio Editor

MATHIS – At Monday 
night’s city council meet-
ing, Ramon Acosta Jr. 
was voted for the vacant 
spot for Place 4 on the 
council.

Acosta Jr. was born and 
raised in Mathis, calling 
himself a true Pirate. 

“As a matter of fact, I 
was the only one in my 
family that was born in 
the house. So, I guess 
you could say I’m a true 

Pirate,” Acosta said.

He graduated from 
Mathis High School in 
1991. From there Acosta 
began to work until earn-
ing his associates degree 
at Texas State Technical 
College in Harlingen.

“I was working in den-
tal for 16 years and I 
did a 360 career change,” 
Acosta said. “Now I’m 
working corrections at 
a state prison here in 
Beeville. And I’ve been 
doing that for close to 10 

years already.”
When he is not work-

ing, Acosta likes to spend 
time with his children 
and maintain his healthy 
lifestyle at the gym.
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the
Sinton alumna 

trains for spot at 
2020 Paralympics 

in Tokyo  
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Jillian opted for a rotationplasty for her amputation, as it was the best 
option for her to have an active, healthy life. Three years later, she is living 
in Oklahoma, attending the University of Central Oklahoma  while training 
for a spot for the 2020 Paralympics in Tokoyo.

I only dreamed 
about it, but for 
me to actually 

be here is really 
crazy.
– Jillian Williams
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Around 1 p.m. Wednesday, the San Patricio Sheriff’s Office was called out to tractor-trailer wreck on U.S. Highway 77, near 
Farm-to-Market Road 1945 by the Love’s Truck Stop just south of Sinton. It had been raining throughout the day but informa-
tion on the cause of the crash and any injuries was not known by the time of publication.

RAiny dAy wReCkAge south of sinton

Braid Battle intenSifieS
Gonzales family 
first win in court 
against Mathis 
ISD not as clear-
cut as it seems
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio Editor

CORPUS CHRISTI 
– It was an emotional 
morning for the Gonzales 
family and family mem-
bers in attendance at the 
U.S. District Courthouse 
in Corpus Christi last 
Thursday.

The family from Mathis 
was in court asking Judge 
Nelva Ramos to consider 
an injunction that would 

allow Cesar and Diego 
Gonzales to participate 
in Mathis ISD extracur-
ricular activities.

Gonzales v. Mathis 
Independent School 
District states that the 
brothers have been 
barred for the past two 
years from playing on 
their school’s football 
team or participating in 
academic clubs because 
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The Gonzales family leaves the U.S. District Courthouse in 
Corpus Christi last Thursday after a morning of emotional and 
heartfelt testimony on the stand.
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Meredith Carter, extension program specialist in 4-H youth 
development, is one of two individuals who have been leading 
mental health first aid training for Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service. The Rebuild Texas Fund awarded a second grant for the 
program.

By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio Editor

SAN PATRICIO 
COUNTY – The Rebuild 
Texas Fund awarded 
its last round of grant-
ees in July and one of 

the programs funded by 
the grant was mental 
health first aid training 
and mental health semi-
nars supported by Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service. 

The Rebuild Texas 
Fund is a collaborative 
project of the Michael & 
Susan Dell Foundation 

A&M AgriLife Extension 
continues second year of 
mental health training 
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