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Dobie 
Dichos

GW police 
seize cash,  
find drugs
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – Officers who were checking to 
make sure a passenger in a car in George West was 
OK discovered more than they expected, as further 
investigation resulted in the seizure of more than 
$349,000 that has been linked to international money 
laundering operations.

The incident took place during the afternoon of 
Tuesday, Oct. 29, and George West police officers 
were called regarding a possible disturbance taking 
place in a vehicle. A witness following the car gave 
a description to the police, and the car was stopped 
while traveling southbound on Highway 281.

During a search of the vehicle, the officers found 
a hidden compartment in the car that held several 
bundles of cash and a brick of marijuana. A total of 
$349,600 and the drugs were seized by the police.

Andrew Moreno of Roma, the driver, was arrested 
and charged with money laundering, a second degree 
felony, and also with possession of marijuana, a state 
jail felony. He was booked into the Live Oak County 
Jail. Moreno also faces federal charges for conspiracy 
to distribute cocaine, methamphetamine and heroin, 
as well as carrying a firearm during a drug trafficking 
conspiracy.

An adult and two children who were passengers in 
the vehicle were released, but further investigation 
continues.

Following the stop, the George West Police 
Department learned that the car and suspect who 
was arrested were part of an investigation by the 
Texas Department of Public Safety as well as federal 

Folklore 
comes to life

OAKVILLE – Enchanting 
music and classic stories spun 
in cowboy — and cowgirl — style 
by those reciting the works of 
J. Frank Dobie — and original 
works related to him — filled the 
cool night air on Friday, Nov. 1, 
at the ninth annual Dobie Dichos 
held in historic Oakville.

The setting couldn’t have been 
better with the 1854 Oakville 
Courthouse/Jail and numerous 
buildings from decades long past 
serving as the backdrop, courtesy 
of Albert and Mari Davila, who 
own the historic property.

“If it weren’t for them, we 
wouldn’t be here tonight,” said 
Mary Margaret Campbell, 
introducing the last event offi-
cially sponsored by George West 
Storyfest Inc.

After music by Trish Hinojosa, 
master of ceremonies William 
Jack Sibley introduced the speak-

ers who enthralled the audience 
with stories of Texas folklore — 
and Sibley stumped the guests 
with a variety of thought-provok-
ing questions.

Sergio Troncoso started off 
the night with a presentation 
that provided Dobie’s thoughts 
against censorship and his reflec-
tions on a pair of Texas barbecues 
60 years apart.

“Censorship is never to let peo-
ple learn but always to keep them 
in ignorance,” Troncoso said, 
reciting Dobie’s views — and his 
own.

Troncoso then read a work of 
Dobie’s that recalled barbecues 
in Live Oak County during his 
childhood, and one at a Lyndon 
Baines Johnson’s ranch in the 
early 1960s.

Dobie recalled enjoying lem-
onade for a nickel a glass at the 
barbecue of his childhood, but 
noticed that while the musicians 
at the event were two or three 
Hispanic men, the rest of the 
audience in those days was white.

“For days and nights afterward 
(the Texan) music would haunt 
me,” Troncoso read, repeating 
Dobie’s thoughts. “No Mexicans 
except musicians or laborers 
would be at the event.”

Dobie noted that the Mexican-
American’s music and culture 
were accepted long before white 
and Hispanic society became 
integrated.

Dobie compared that event to 
a United Nations delegation at 
LBJ’s ranch in 1963 in which 
people of all colors and ethnicities 
from all around the world were 

(See Arrest, 7A)

(See Dobie’s, 12A)
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Stories from Live Oak County Legends
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – Long before television, radio 
and the Internet came on the scene, storytelling 
was a prime form of entertainment, education and 
historical preservation.

That tradition was alive and well on Nov. 2 at 
Dobue West Performing Arts Theatre, and the 
highlight of the Day of Stories were the stories of 
two longtime Live Oak County public servants — 
Sheriff Larry Busby and County Judge Jim Huff.

Both have spent the better part of their lives 
working for the citizens of Live Oak County, and 
not surprisingly, both had interesting stories to 
share. 

Busby is the longest serving sheriff currently 
still in office in Texas. He took office on Jan. 1, 
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Sheriff Larry Busby, County Judge Jim Huff and Live Oak County Historical Commission President Ross Harris chat during the Day of 
Stories Nov. 2 at Dobie West Performing Arts Theatre in George West.(See Tales, 3A)
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