
To subscribe, 
contact circulation at:

 361-358-2550

Get breaking news and more 
online at:

 www.mysoutex.com
Be sure to

follow us on @mysoutex Sou
Tex

my

.c
om

Sou
Tex

.c
om

Vol. 128, No.  8, One Section, 16 pages  Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019 www.mysoutex.com Weekly - 75¢

Commissioners limit county’s 
food distribution to once a month
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES COUNTY 
– The Karnes County 
Commissioners Court 
voted to limit the food 
distribution to only once 

a month at their regular 
meeting Tuesday, Feb. 
12.

Previously, the county 
distributed food to those 
qualifying on the first 
Monday (general distri-

bution) of each month and 
on the second Wednesday 
(senior distribution).

 Beginning next month, 
the distribution date will 
be the first Monday of 
the month and there will 
be no designated second 
Wednesday distribution 
for seniors. All recipi-
ents are to use the first 
Monday day of distribu-
tion.

The reasoning behind 
the change was to stream-
line the operation, limit-
ing the amount of paper-
work required to support 
the distributions. A lack 
of volunteers is also a 
problem cited in the dis-
cussions. Some months 
there are enough volun-
teers available to unload 
the food trucks from the 
San Antonio Food Bank 
and help distribute the 
food, but other months 
the volunteers can be lim-
ited in numbers.
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Commissioner Shelby Dupnik cast the lone vote disapproving the 
elimination of one of the food distribution days for the county.
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County Judge Wade Hedtke discusses the food distribution within the county at the commis-
sioners court meeting Tuesday, Feb. 12. Commissioner Sean O’Brien listens in on the discussion.(See Food, 13A)

Kenedy acquires new street sweeper
Sgt. Davis named ‘Employee of the Month’

Contributed information
KENEDY – Streets 

around Kenedy may 
begin to look a good deal 
cleaner as the city autho-
rized the purchase of new 
equipment at the council 
meeting held Tuesday, 
Feb. 12.

The city manager, 
Barbara Shaw, was given 
authorization to execute 
a contract to purchase a 
street sweeper.

“We have been rent-
ing one when needed, but 
the ones they send us are 
usually in ill repair and 
the cost is as much as 
$10,000 for the use of the 
machine for two weeks,” 
Shaw said.

The new sweeper is not 
cheap, however, carry-
ing a $101,194 price tag, 
but in long run, the new 
sweeper should be cost 

effective.
Shaw was also given 

permission to execute a 
contract with Kinloch 
Equipment and Supply, 
Inc. for a Vactor 750-gal-
lon jet trailer which trans-
lates into a single-engine 
sewer cleaner mounted 
on a trailer. 

“The old one we have 
is way under-powered for 
the job,” Shaw said.

In other action, the 
council resolved to enter 
into an agreement with 
Liberty Tire Recycling for 
the annual event to be 
held on July 20, at a cost 
of $250 per load or ton.

The council also gave 
approval to amend the 
4B budget in an amount 
not to exceed $100,000 
for a water well, water 
tank and fencing and slab 
at Joe Gulley Park. The 

item was actually part 
of last fall’s budget, but 
never got started due to 
the rainy weather at the 
time. The new well will 
be used for only irrigation 
at the city’s park.

During the city man-
ager’s report, Shaw 
noted the Kenedy Police 
Department has sched-
uled its grand opening for 
Thursday, Feb. 21 from 3 
to 6 p.m.

Shaw also announced 
the employee of the 
month as Sgt. Clint Davis 
of the Kenedy Police 
Department. Sgt. Davis 
was involved in the high 
speed car chase a couple 
of weeks ago that termi-
nated in Bexar County. 
He  was acknowledged 
for his quick thinking in 
calling ahead to Wilson 
County officials and brav-
ery.

Drug raid nabs two in Runge
Contributed information

RUNGE – Investigators with the 
Karnes County Sheriff’s Office execut-
ed a narcotics search warrant at 608 
N. Mugge St. in Runge on Wednesday, 
Feb. 13.  

Investigators entered the home and 
discovered two male suspects in the 
mobile home who were found in pos-
session of 3.6 grams of crystal meth-
amphetamine packaged and ready for 
distribution. 

In addition to the narcotics discov-
ered, a Taurus 9mm handgun was 
also found, along with 30 tablets of a 

controlled substance ready for distri-
bution. The evidence was seized by 
investigators along with the suspects’ 
cells phones and several other items.

Charged with the manufacture and 
delivery of  a controlled substance, a 
second degree felony, were Ben Walter 
Reyes, 40, and Derrick Molina, 35.

 Both suspects are convicted felons 
and were charged with felon in posses-
sion of a firearm, a third degree felony. 

Both men were taken to the Karnes 
County jail and are awaiting arraign-
ment and bonds being set.
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Drugs and a firearm were recovered by the Karnes County Sheriff’s Office execution of a search 
warrant in Runge. Two were arrested and charged with manufacture and delivery of a controlled 
substance and  a felon in possession of a firearm.

Boots ‘n Bling
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The Boots ’N Bling Gala held by the Karnes City Education Foundation Saturday, Feb. 16, 
in Panna Maria drew a large crowd at their annual event. All proceeds from the fun casino 
night, silent auction, raffle, dinner and dance are poured right back into the Karnes City ISD. 
See a story on the event in next week’s Countywide.


