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WEEKLY WEATHER
THU — Mostly sunny. High 73. Low 52.
FRI — Mostly sunny. High 73. Low 69.
SAT — 40% chance of showers. High 74, Low 62. 
SUN — 20% chance of showers. High 79. Low 65. 
MON — Mostly sunny. High 83. Low 60. 
TUE —  Sunny. High 75. Low 53.
WED — Mostly sunny. High 78. Low 65.  
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By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

The ballot for the 
May 4 general election 
has developed, accord-
ing to information in the 
Refugio County Elections 
Administrator Office.

The town of Refugio 
will have a contested 
race for Place 1 alder-
man between incumbent 
Karen Watts and Rene 
Reyna.

Others on the Refugio 
election ballot are uncon-
tested: Mayor Wanda 
Dukes and Alderman 
Place 2, Lenny Anzaldua.

The town of Woodsboro 
has a contested race for 
mayor between incum-
bent Kay Roach and 
George Hernandez.

Alderman, Place 1, can-
didate John Schlabach 
and Alderman, Place 2, 
Robby Stephenson are 
unopposed.

The town of Austwell 
has one contested race 
for commissioner, Place 
2, between incumbent 
Molly Garcia and Bonnie 
Mutschler.

The town of Bayside 
canceled its election 
because all candidates 
are unopposed.

The Austwell-Tivoli 
school district board, as 
well as Woodsboro school 
district, canceled their 
elections because they 
have unopposed candi-
dates.

Refugio school district 
board members also are 
unopposed and the board 
plans to cancel the elec-
tion on March 28 during 
their regular meeting.

As well, the Refugio 
County Memorial 
Hospital District can-
celed its election because 
board member candi-
dates are unopposed.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the  
Advance-Guard Press and can be reached at 
361-526-2397, or at refugio@mySouTex.com.

Ballots 
ready 

for May

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Repair work on 
the Goliad County 
Courthouse should start 
in the first week of April.

County Commissioners, 
meeting in regular session 
Tuesday, unanimously 
approved a contract with 
Phoenix 1 Restoration, 
based in Farmers Branch.

WJE Architects of 
Austin – which has a long 
history of Texas court-
house renovation – will 
oversee the Phoenix 1 
work.

Cost of the repair is esti-
mated at $396,000; the 
county is paying $193,000 
which is being matched 
by the Texas Historical 
Commission.

Repair work includes 
replacing some windows, 
repairing the courthouse 
roof and installing a rein-
forcing beam on the sec-
ond floor.

Years ago, WJE engi-
neers installed strain 
monitors over numer-
ous cracks in the interior 
walls which, they said 
indicated a load-bearing 
wooden beam could not 
handle the extra weight 
of cupolas that was part 
of a courthouse restora-
tion early in the last cen-
tury.

The replacement beam 
will be steel with jacks.

“Phoenix 1 told me 
they expected the whole 
job to be accomplished in 
90 days,” Goliad County 
Judge Mike Bennett says.

Courthouse: 

Repairs 
to start 
in April

He 
came into the office hesi-
tantly, unsure, carrying 
an envelope.

“I don’t know how you 
go about this,” he said. 
“If you can’t run this let-
ter, then perhaps I could 
pay for it.”

George Yarbrough, 
84, tenderly opened the 
envelope.

Yarbrough is the for-
mer pastor of the Goliad 
First Baptist Church 
– 1988 to 1999. In that 
decade, he and his wife, 
Barbara, became friends 
with the librarian at the 
library, Scotty Bailess.

Close family friends.
As the paths of life 

make their inevitable 
turns, Scotty ended 
up volunteering as the 
church’s librarian.

Then, another turn.
Scotty first moved to 

East Texas, and later, 
far and away to Ohio.

The proverbial bonds 
of friendship were 
stretched to telephone 
wires and letters.

Letters like the one 
Yarbrough unfolded from 
the envelope, written in 
cursive with a Number 2 
lead pencil.

Dear Bro. George & 
Barbara,

“She wasn’t paid to be 
the church librarian,” 
he says. “But she should 
have been.”

A 1994 photograph of 
Scotty in the church’s 
directory shows a confi-
dent woman, dressed in 
her Sunday best.

“She always was pre-
sentable,” Yarbrough 
remembers. “She would 
have been that way with 
the poorest person, the 
meanest person or the 
best person in town. She 
just had a love for every-
body.”

Been thinking of you 
lots lately. Hope you 
are well and enjoying a 
beautiful spring. I think 
of our Goliad days every 

time I see 
Bluebonnet 
pictures. 

Think I told you I moved 
to Ohio this November 
because of heart prob-
lems. Long story short 
I have too many issues 
for the kids so I am in a 
skilled nursing facility. I 
have …

Here Scotty’s letter 
goes into graphic details 
of tubes and needles 
and all the slings and 
arrows of advancing 
age.

Yarbrough’s voice 
cracks as he reads – no 
explanation offered; none 
needed.

I decided not to have 
mitral valve replaced as 
they said I would still 
have to take all the meds 
& surgery was a big 
risk for stroke and blood 
clots.

“We used to entertain 
with them every Sunday 
night. Confidant? You 
could tell her anything. 
You could share any-
thing in the world with 
her and it would stay 
with her,” Yarbrough 
remembers.

I’ve had 88 good years 
so I’ll let God decide how 
much longer I have on 
earth. I just want you 
to know what a blessing 
you two have been to me 
and I’ll see you again in 
Heaven!

Scotty.
It is a long minute 

before Yarbrough speaks 
again. “I’ll call her after 
I get more stable,” he 
says, quietly. “I’m an 
emotional person, espe-
cially when it comes to a 
person you love and you 
are never going to see 
them again.”

He lovingly folds the 
letter, returns it to its 
envelope, thanks for the 
time and walks out the 
door, his face  – and his 
thoughts – turned in the 
direction of Ohio, and 
Scotty.

Bill Clough is the Goliad editor at the 
Advance-Guard Press and can be reached at 
361-645-2330, or at goliad@mySouTex.com.
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‘I’ve had 88 
good years so I’ll 
let God decide 
how much lon-
ger I have on 
earth.’

 — Scotty Bailess

‘She always 
was presentable 
... She just had 
a love tor every-
body.’

 — George Yarbrough

Scotty Bailess

Interlude on an afternoon
BY BILL CLOUGH

Goliad courthouse
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By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

REFUGIO – With the 
sky threatening to open 
up with rain, the Refugio 
County Chamber of 
Commerce Parade went 
on as scheduled Saturday 
afternoon, March 16.

The parade was fairly 
attended with people lin-
ing up along Commerce 
Street in downtown 
Refugio to get a good look 
at the parade entries.

Here are the winners of 
the parade in three divi-
sions:

Best Decorated Float
1st place – Refugio 

County 4-H 

2nd place – “Let’s All 
Get Along,”  Refugio 
County Elected Officials

3rd place – The Easter 
Bunny – Janine Trinidad 

Best Decorated Car/
Truck

1st place – “Rowdy” the 
Bobcat Mascot for Refugio 
ISD – Ember Glocar

2nd place – Refugio 
H-E-B with “Buddy” 

3rd place – Refugio 

County Chamber of 
Commerce Lifetime 
Achievement Winner: 
Robbie Thomas & his 
Nominating Team

Best Decorated Open 
Division

1st place – “Tilting 
Blizzard Cup,” Refugio 
Dairy Queen

2nd place – Cordero’s 
Martial Arts 

3rd place – Refugio 
High School Mighty 
Bobcat Marching Band

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the  
Advance-Guard Press and can be reached at 
361-526-2397, or at refugio@mySouTex.com.

Chamber names Refugio 
Fair Parade winners
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Refugio County 4-H participated in Saturday’s County Fair Parade in downtown Refugio. The fair 
and auction continue through Saturday, March 23. More regional  fair photos on Page 9A.
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