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by Coy slavik
Editor

Alvin Sherman, general 
manager of Aztec Ford 
in Goliad, wants to 

assure everyone that the car 
dealership does fix flat tires 
and more.

Sherman said he had several 
people asking if the dealership 
was going out of business af-
ter a quote from Goliad Coun-

ty commissioner-elect David 
Young was published in the 
Nov. 9 edition of the Victoria 
Advocate.

“We don’t have a car deal-

ership in Goliad,” Young was 
quoted in the Advocate. “You 
can’t get a flat fix (sic) in Go-
liad. There’s just tons of stuff. 
We just need to look into and 

see if we can get somebody to 
put in a business.”

When contacted by the Ad-
vance-Guard, Young said he 
was misquoted in the Advo-
cate article.

“I’ve bought nearly all my ve-
hicles from there,” Young said 
in an email to the Advance-
Guard. “Don’t have a clue 
where they got that.”
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Quote attributed to elected commissioner 
throws local car dealership GM for loop

“I’ve bought nearly all my vehicles from there. Don’t 
have a clue where they got that.”

• david young, Pct. 2 county commissioner-elect, 
on quote in victoria advocate

by Coy slavik
Editor

Billy Copes recalls hav-
ing the same dream 
twice as he clung onto 

his life in an Abilene hospital.
“They were exactly the 

same,” said Billy, who was on 
a ventilator, stricken with 
COVID-19 just over a year ago 
when he had the dreams.

Billy, 74, said he was floating 
in a big room above his wife, 
Bonnie, and sons, Stephen 

and Scott. 
“There was this big hole in 

the corner of the room,” Billy 
said. “I would see people fall-
ing in it. I went to stand by it 
and I almost fell in it. Then a 
voice said, ‘This is the hole of 
death.’ Then I went back and 
stayed away from it.”
headed to the rockies

On Aug. 20, 2021, Billy and 
Bonnie headed out in their 
Ford F250 truck hauling their 
30-foot Flagstaff travel trailer 
bound for Colorado.

At around Abilene, Billy be-
gan coughing. By the time the 
Copes reached their destina-
tion of South Fork, Colorado, 
Billy knew something wasn’t 
right.

“About 15 miles west of 
town is a town called Del 
Norte,” Billy said. “They have a 
little clinic there. They tested 
me and I came back positive. 
They tested Bonnie and she 
was negative.”

billy Copes, center, is pictured with his sons, stephen, left, and scott during his recovery at an abilene hospital in 2021. Copes 
was stricken with CovId-19 during a trip to Colorado with his wife, bonnie. (Contributed photo)

Eternally thankful
Goliad man says faith, praying wife carried 

him through near-death experience

billy and bonnie Copessee THANKFUL, P. 8a

see QUOTE, P. 8a
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