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WEEKLY WEATHER
OUTLOOK – Isolated to scattered showers and thunderstorms 
                    will be possible each day. Maximum heat index 
                    values of 105 to 109 degrees will be possible.
THU — 20% chance of showers. High 96. Low 74.
FRI — Hot. High 97. Low 73. 
SAT — Hot. High 97. Low 75. 
SUN — 20% chance of showers. High 98. Low 75. 
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WOODSBORO

GOING...GOING...
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The Woodsboro school district auditorium, place of many graduation ceremonies, was demolished Friday as was the gym and 
band hall. KSI Specialties was hired to do the demolition, mainly because of damage caused by Hurricane Harvey. Above, the 
stairway was one of the last remnants to go.

WISD razes Harvey-damaged buildings
By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Demolition took down 
some old Woodsboro 
school district buildings 
on Friday.

Woodsboro ISD 
Superintendent Janice 
Sykora said the process 
took some time.

One demolition was a 
Woodsboro Elementary 
classroom wing and 
teachers lounge. 

“In December 2018, 
WISD began work-
ing with Coastal Bend 
Demolition removing an 
old wing at the elemen-
tary campus. While it 
had foundation problems, 
the roof was damaged 

by Hurricane Harvey,” 
Sykora said.

“Then in the spring 
of 2019, Coastal Bend 
returned to take down the 
1939 gym and adjacent 
classrooms,” she said.

“They stopped when 
they discovered asbestos 
between walls. We had to 
re-bid the remainder of 
the demolition projects,” 
Sykora said.

Coastal Bend demoli-
tion of the classroom 
wing cost $35,000 from 
insurance funds.

Coastal Bend also was 
paid $13,175 from 2014 
bond funds.

Also, Coastal Bend was 
paid $70,500 for asbestos 

removal and some demo 
from Hurricane Harvey 
insurance funds. 

The total Coastal Bend 
received was $118,675. 

KSI Specialities was 
hired to complete demoli-
tion.

“After the asbestos was 
removed, KSI completed 
demolition of the 1939 
gym,” she said.

KSI also took down the 
1956 auditorium/band 
hall.

“The 1956 building was 
63 years old. The audi-
torium part of the build-
ing had a glorious past 
with celebrations of high 
school graduations and 
other school assemblies,” 

Sykora said.
“In recent years, it host-

ed the annual elementa-
ry Christmas play,” she 
added.

“In the back of the 
building was the band 
hall. After Hurricane 
Harvey removed the roof 
and the ceiling dropped, 
it was cost prohibitive to 
rebuild,” she said.

“At this time, the dis-
trict does not have funds 
available for constructing 
a new auditorium. We 
will, however, focus on 
building a new band hall 
in the location of the 1939 
gym,” she said.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the 
Advance-Guard Press and can be reached at 
361-526-2397, or at refugio@mySouTex.com.

County - city 
pledge better 
cooperation
By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Goliad Mayor Trudia 
Preston and Goliad 
County Judge Mike 
Bennett have pledged bet-
ter cooperation between 
their respective govern-
ment bodies.

The declara-
tions followed 
a testy, hour-
long question-
a n d - a n s w e r 
session at the 
Goliad City 
Council meet-
ing Wednesday 
that began 
with Bennett’s 
c r i t i c i z i n g 
the Advance-
Guard’s report-
ing, saying 
that after read-
ing the story he 
thought he was 
living in an alternate uni-
verse.

At issue was Bennett’s 
unilateral decision to ren-
ovate the south Memorial 
Auditorium restrooms 
prior to the county’s host-
ing an Aug. 28 convention 
of the Golden Crescent 
Regional Planning 
Commission (GCRPC) 
– which is expected to 

attract between 300 and 
400 attendants.

Because the city and 
the county share own-
ership, at its previous 
session the city council 
expressed its disappoint-
ment that Bennett had 
not consulted with the 
city about his renovation 

plans – which 
is stipulated 
by an interlo-
cal agreement 
between the 
two govern-
mental bodies.

H o w e v e r , 
a l t h o u g h 
Goliad City 
Administrator 
Kandi Hubert 
said she was 
certain she 
has on file an 
executed copy 
of that agree-
ment, Bennett 

said the only copy he has 
seen is a proposed agree-
ment not ratified by either 
the city or the county.

Bennett told the coun-
cil that he considered the 
deterioration of the rest-
rooms a public safety haz-
ard that required imme-
diate attention.

GOLIAD

Lights, camera, action!
By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

International Business Machines, or 
IBM as it is better known, and the 
international film company The Mill 
were in Refugio County on Thursday 
and Friday.

IBM contracted The Mill to shoot 
a blockchain documentary about 
Hurricane Harvey, or more specifically 
– victims of catastrophic events.

“Blockchain” means simply numer-
ous blocks in a chain (like chain links). 
Each block contains specific data, they 
are connected to offer a wider source of 
information instantly.

A blockchain cannot be altered like 
a data base. So any attempt to do so 
would be identified and futile, accord-

ing to Holli Haswell, director of external 
communication, blockchain and indus-
try platforms at IBM.

IBM has hundreds of blockchain proj-
ects, many already in use, she said.

Because of blockchain’s reliability, 
cities, the oil & gas industry, beef indus-
try, health care and many more seg-
ments  have embraced the technology.

For example, the city of Dubai, Saudi 
Arabia, operates on blockchain technol-
ogy.

Members of The Mill crew said it 
is hoped the process being developed 
for the hurricane victims’ recovery 
and resiliency will help them expedite 
recovery.
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Members of the international film group The Mill get light and audio tests for a shoot and interview 
with Refugio County Judge Bobby Blaschke on Friday, July 26. IBM contracted with The Mill for a 
blockchain documentary on victims of Hurricane Harvey and other catastrophic events.
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Justin Priesmeyer of Victoria Sweeping company uses high-
pressure water to clean a wall of Presidio La Bahia Wednesday.

Presidio gets a facelift
By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

At a certain age, a face-
lift becomes important.

The Presidio La Bahia 

has reached that age.
Victoria Sweeping 

crews have been high-
pressure cleaning the 

GOLIAD

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Bill Corey – Goliad’s proverbial man about town 
– stared at the letter in disbelief.

He is 78; the letter, postmarked Mineral Wells, 
stated that DNA testing indicated he had a daugh-
ter.

Corey already has two sons and a daughter.

Around the start of 2019, Corey was visiting 
with his son, Larry, in Corpus Christi. Larry 
insisted that his father swab his mouth for a DNA 
test.

A surprise 
at the 

Dairy Queen
Bill Corey 
and his 
newfound 
daughter, 
Sherri 
Dougherty.
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(See Partnership, 10A)

Trudia Preston

(See Goal, 10A)

See Project, 10A
(See A daughter, 9A)


